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Clouds and mists be blending ; 
Sweetest hopes shall chase the gloom— 
Hopes to heaven ascending.” _ 
BowRina. 


Chird Ldition. 


NEW YORK: 
VIRTUE AND YORSTON, 
12 DEY STREET. 


Lintered, according to Act of Congress, in the year Exghteen 
hundred and sixty-nine, by VirtuE anD YorRSTON, in the 
Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Southern District of New York. 


TO THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED. 


Txov art gone to the grave; but we will not deplore thee, 
Though sorrows and darkness encompass the tomb ; 

The Saviour hath pass’d through its portal before thee, 
And the lamp of His love is thy guide through the gloom ! 


Thou art gone to the grave; we no longer behold thee, 
Nor tread the rough path of the world by thy side; 

But the wide arms of Mercy are spread to enfold thee, 
And sinners may die, for the Sinless has died ! 


Thou art gone to the grave; and its mansion forsaking, ~ 
Perhaps thy weak spirit in fear linger’d long ; 

But the mild rays of Paradise beam’d on thy waking, 
And the sound which thou heardst was the seraphim’s 


song. 


Thou art gone to the grave; but we will not deplore thee, 
Whose God was thy ransom, thy guardian and guide! 

He gave thee, He took thee, and He will restore thee ; 
And death has no sting, for the Saviour has died ! 


BISHOP REGINALD HEBER. 
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PREFACE. 


EYracd N every human bosom, there exists a 
a? Sa : : . 
MG'(eu, deep and ineradicable desire to know 


* something of what lies beyond the 
bourne of time and the grave. To the eye of 
Nature, however, all appears enveloped in im- 
penetrable clouds and shadows; or if, at times, 
the hope of future happiness has illumined the 
prospect, it was like a falling star, which only 
showed more fearfully the surrounding gloom. 
But, by “the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God,” life and immortality have been clearly 
revealed ; so that, even from the land of death 
itself, are seen to arise new scenes of glory and 
of blessedness. Beyond the horizon which ter- 
minates our present prospects, it points out to 
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us another and a better world, where the tears 
shall be wiped from the eyes of the mourner, 
where the wicked shall cease from troubling, 
and the weary be at rest; and although, with 
respect to the precise nature of this immortality, 
it maintains a just reserve, suited to our pre- 
sent condition of trial and discipline, yet the 
views which it has given us of it are admirably 
fitted to promote our consolation and improve- 
ment. 

To illustrate some of the most striking and 
attractive of these views, is the object contem- 
plated in this little work; and, in the execution 
of this design, the author has sought to confine - 
himself entirely to the acknowledged principles 
of truth, and to the revelations of God’s Word. 

Appended to each chapter are various frag- 
ments of sacred poetry, selected from some of 
the best hymn-writers, which are meant to illus- 
trate the topic of which it treats, and which, it 
is hoped, may assist the spirit of piety. 


Po 
September 1865. 
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Immortality brought to Fight. 


Dan, xii. 2. 
“ And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” 


Hosea xiii. 14 
“T will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will 
redeem them from death : O death, I will be thy plagues ; 
O grave, I will be thy destruction : repentance shall be 
hid from mine eyes.” 


Matt. x. 28. 
“ And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” 


JOHN v. 28, 29. 

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resur- 
rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” 


1 Cor. xv. 20. 


“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept.” 


2 Cor. v. 1. 
“ For we know, that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


Earth to earth, and dust to dust, 
Lord, we own the sentence just; 

Head and tongue, and hand and heart, 
All in guilt have borne their part; 
Righteous is the common doom, 

All must moulder in the tomb. 


Like the seed in spring-time sown, 
Like the leaves in autumn strown, 
Low these goodly frames must lie, 
All our pomp and glory die; 

Soon the spoiler seeks his prey, 
Soon he bears us all away. 


Yet the seed, upraised again, 

Clothes with green the smiling plain; 
Onward as the seasons move, 

Leaves and blossoms deck the grove; 
And shall we forgotten lie, 

Lost for ever when we die? 


Lord, from Nature’s gloomy night 
Turn we to the Gospel’s light; 
Thou didst triumph o’er the grave, 
Thou wilt all Thy people save; 
Ransom’d by Thy blood, the just 
Rise immortal from the dust. 


JOHN HAMPDEN GURNEY. 


2 Tim. i. 10. 


“Our Saviour Jesus Christ . . . . hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.” 


attention, we find none of greater in- 
terest and importance, than those which 


¥ ay F all the inquiries which can engage our 


respect our existence in a future state. When 
we reflect on the thousand successive genera- 
tions of our race, which have appeared upon the 
stage of time, but which have all long since 
passed away; when we think of the teeming 
millions that now lie imprisoned in the tomb; 
and, above all, when we behold the friends of 
our hearts, one after another, consigned to ‘ the 
_ house appointed for all living,” it is scarcely 
possible for us, if we consider at all, not to en- 
tertain the question, whither are these myriads 
gone? Has the grave closed over them for 
ever? With the dissolution of their bodies, 


have their spirits also perished? Or, do they 
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still subsist in a disembodied state, and remain 
capable of exercising their essential faculties and 
powers? And if they do, in what part of God’s 
universe, and in what circumstances, are they 
now placed? Questions such as ‘these have 
formed the subject of investigation and study, 
among the reflecting portion of our species, in 
every age and country of the globe; but never 
could a full and satisfying answer be given to 
them, until “the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gos- 
pel.” 

We are not, however, to suppose from this 
declaration of the apostle, that, prior to the 
Saviour’s advent, life and immortality were al- 
together unknown ; for there can be no question, 
that, even previously to His appearing, both 
Jews and Gentiles did, in point of fact, possess 
a knowledge of a future state of being, though, 
indeed, a very imperfect one, compared with 
what He hath communicated by His gospel. 
Besides, it should be noticed, that the assertion 
of the apostle literally signifies, that Christ en- 
lightened, illustrated, or threw light on the great 
doctrine of immortality, not by giving the first 
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or only notice of it, but by dispelling the doubts 
and uncertainties in which it was involved, and 
giving to the world a better evidence for its 
truth and certainty, than ever they had possessed 
before. It belongs to us, therefore, first of all, 
to consider the evidence, which the world had 
for this doctrine, prior to the appearance of our 
Saviour, and then to show the superior evidence, 
which has been afforded by the gospel. 

On the first of these subjects, it cannot fail to 
strike us as a remarkable fact, that all mankind, 
more or less, have always had some persuasion 
of a future state of existence beyond death and 
the grave. ‘This persuasion has been found to 
exist, not only among the polished and enlight- 
ened inhabitants of Greece and Rome, of Egypt 
and Asia, but even among the most savage and 
barbarous tribes, of whom history has preserved 
any traces. ‘The ideas entertained respecting 
that future state have, indeed, in many instances, 
been extremely vague and fanciful; still, it is 
an unquestionable fact, that, in every country, 
and under every form of religious belief, there 
has been an almost universal agreement in 
regard to the general principle of the soul’s im- 
mortality. Now, this universal agreement must 
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have arisen either from the ordinary principles 
of nature, or from tradition. If we suppose that 
it had its origin in tradition, yet it must have 
found some powerful confirmation in the minds 
and hearts of nien, else it never could have sur- 
vived the loss of so many other traditions, but 
must have been long since swept into oblivion. 
The universality of this belief, therefore, even 
though originating in tradition, must be traced 
ultimately to an inward principle of nature, 
dictating to all men, that this life is only intro- 
ductory to a future state of existence. Nor is 
the hope which nature thus inspires, inconsis- 
tent with the most enlightened suggestions of 
reason. ‘There are evidences in support of it, 
apart from any direct connexion with revelation, 
to which nevertheless no insignificant weight 
must be assigned. 

For example, the very nature of the human 
soul itself, so far as we are capable of compre- 
hending it, affords a strong presumption in favour 
of its immortality. It is perfectly distinct, and 
essentially different from the earthly tabernacle 
in which it is enshrined; for we know, that it 
thinks and acts independently of the body, and 
even when the latter is at rest. It must, there- 
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fore, be not only immaterial, but indivisible, 
and consequently, indestructible. No doubt, it 
might be annihilated by the same Almighty 
Being, who first called it into existence ; but, 
from all that we know of its nature, we may 
legitimately infer, that its extinction is not 
necessarily involved in the dissolution of the 
body. 

So far from this being the case, there is a 
strong probability, arising from the analogy of 
nature, of the continuance of our existence, after 
the great change of death has passed upon us. 
All nature dies to live again. Winter, “ horrid 
with frost, and turbulent with storm,” only pre- 
pares in secret the vegetation of spring, and the 
glories of harvest. The corn, which we cast 
into the earth, lies for a season in the bosom of 
corruption, but-afterwards springs up a tender 
blade, and is matured at length into the full- 
grown plant. ‘The feeble chrysalis is, in due 
time, metamorphosed into the beautiful butter- 
fly. At first, we see it shrunk and shrivelled, 
to all appearance dead, but anon, the warmth of 
another season summons it to a brighter exist- 
ence, and it flickers over the fields a gay and 


winged creature, sporting in all its beauty 
B 
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among the flowers of summer. Such being the 
common course of nature, may we not reason- 
ably anticipate, that death, instead of being the 
destruction of the soul, is only a necessary step 
in its progress to a more perfect state of exist- 
ence ? 

This anticipation is further confirmed by a 
consideration of man, as a moral and accountable 
being. There is impressed upon our minds a 
strong internal sense of the difference between 
right and wrong—a difference which leads us 
unavoidably to think of some actions as desery- 
ing blame and punishment, and of others as 
worthy of praise and reward. When we do 
what is right, there springs up a delightful peace 
within our breasts; and when we do what is 
wrong, we can never whisper to curselves aught 
of approbation or secret joy. Conscience, also, 
anticipating the future consequences of human 
actions, forebodes that it shall be “ well with 
the righteous, and ill with the wicked.” The 
upright man not only enjoys present peace of 
mind, but looks forward with good hope. The 
wicked man, on the other hand, is not only dis- 
tracted by various wretched passions, but filled 
with fear as to what may befall him hereafter, 
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And thus are all men “a law unto themselves,” 
and have ‘‘ the work of the law written in their 
hearts, and their thoughts the meanwhile accus- 
ing, or else excusing one another, in the day 
when God shall judge the secrets of men.” 

If, from considering man, we turn our atten- 
tion to the God, whose creatures we are, and of 
whose government we are the subjects, the evidence 
in favour of immortality rises still further in its 
importance and strength. Livery one, who ac- 
knowledges the existence of God, must believe, 
that He is infinitely just and righteous, infinitely 
wise and holy, infinitely good and merciful; 
and that He cannot be otherwise. Hence it 
follows, that, in His conduct towards us, His 
rational and moral offspring, He will distinguish 
between those that serve Him, and those that 
serve Him not. “ The Judge of all the earth” 
must do “ what is right.” Under His govern- 
ment, the righteous man may always rest confi- 
dent, that “it shall be well with him, for he 
shall eat of the fruit of his doings;” but ‘ woe 
unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him, for 
the reward of his hands shall be given him,” 
Accordingly, we see virtue tending even now to 
produce happiness, and vice followed by misery. 
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At the same time, however, the most superficial 
view of the present state of things is sufficient 
to convince us, that the virtuous are not always 
rewarded, nor the vicious punished, in this world, 
agreeably to their deserts. ‘There be just men 
unto whom it happeneth according to the work 
of the wicked; again, there be wicked men to 
whom it happeneth according to the work of the 
righteous.” We sometimes see men of the very 
worst principles and practices, elevated to the 
highest pitch of human greatness, revelling 
amidst wealth and profusion, and surrounded by 
prosperity and pleasure; while, at the same time, 
the best and worthiest of mankind are permitted 
to languish in obscurity, to eat the bread of sor- 
row, and drink the waters of affliction. Nay, we 
often observe the very excellence of some men’s 
character and conduct exposing them to the 
grossest obloquy, persecution, and distress, Such 
promiscuous dispensations of Providence have 
perplexed the minds of the pious in every age, 
and tempted them, at times, to doubt the justice 
and goodness of the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe. But reason rightly exercised would 
lead us to the conclusion, that, as sure as there 
is a God, and that a God of infinite perfection, 


N 
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so sure is it that there must be a future state, 
where all the present apparent disorders will be 
fully rectified, where the equity of the Divine 
government shall be illustriously displayed, 
where good men shall be crowned with an 
abundant reward, and bad men meet with their 
merited punishment. 

Such are some of the evidences furnished by 
the light of nature, concerning the future exist- 
ence of our souls. Whatever weight they may 
have, when taken separately, it must be admitted 
that, collectively considered, they amount to a 
very high decree of probability, and are suffi- 
cient to show the perfect reasonableness of the 
teaching of revelation on this important subject, 
and, consequently, to repress the presumption of 
the infidel, and to check vice, by reminding the 
daring transgressor, that the fears, which con- 
science inspires in his bosom, are most probably 
but prophetic indications of the awful retribution 
which awaits him, in the yet impervious and 
impalpable future. These evidences, however, 
are not to be regarded, as of so decisive and 
complete a character, as to supersede the neces- 
sity of Divine revelation. ‘The arguments, on 
which they rest, are not sufficiently plain and 
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convincing to the generality of mankind; at the 
best, they afford no information respecting either 
the employments, or the duration of the life to 
which they point; and they are founded upon 
views of the Divine attributes, which, in all 
probability, were derived by tradition from the 
record of God in Scripture. ‘To be convinced of 
this, we need only refer to the case of those sages 
of antiquity, who had no other light than that 
of unassisted reason to guide them. We find 
many of the best and greatest amongst them, 
filled with doubts and perplexities on the subject. 
Socrates, who was confessedly the brightest char- 
acter in the heathen world, seems to have 
possessed much clearer views of immortality, 
than any other individual among the Greek 
philosophers. Yet even his opinions are not 
delivered, without much hesitation and doubt, 
and are far from being either uniform, or consis- 
tent. At one time, we find him affirming it to 
be his deliberate opinion, after the most dispas- 
sionate inquiry, that the good and wise had 
every reasonable hope of happiness in a future 
state of existence. And yet this conviction, 
though he distinctly avows it, was not so firmly 
settled in his own mind, as to prevent him taking 
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his last leave of his friends, by these most 
impressive words :— It is time that I should 
go away to die, and that you should return to 
the active business of life. Whether you, or I, 
have the better portion, is known only to the 
immortal gods, but, I think, cannot be known 
with certainty by any individual man.” Cuero, 
though one of the most enlightened men of all 
antiquity, and one that wrote more on this 
subject than any other individual, yet seems to 
have had no settled or deliberate opinion with 
regard to it; and, in one remarkable passage, in 
which he refers to the perplexing and contrary 
views entertained by philosophers, we find him 
declaring —‘ But of these doctrines, which are to 
be received as true, some god must declare unto 
us; which is the more probable even, is ex- 
tremely doubtful.” | 

The knowledge possessed by the ancient Jews, 
in regard to this subject, was much clearer and 
fulier, than that to which the most enlightened 
philosophers of antiquity ever attained. Hence, 
in reasoning with the Sadducees, our Saviour de- 
clared, “ Now that the dead are raised, even Moses 
showed at the bush, when he called the Lord, 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
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the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living.” And there can be no 
doubt, that many of the patriarchs and servants 
of God in ancient times, lived and died in hope 
of immortality. It is evident, however, that the 
information given to the Jews on this subject 
was, insome respects, imperfect. Though suffi- 
ciently intelligible to answer the purposes of 
practical religion, yet, from the figurative and 
typical form in which it was conveyed to them, 
and the double sense frequently affixed to the 
announcements of their prophets, a greater or 
less degree of obscurity necessarily attached to 
it. It was suited to the dispensation under 
which they lived; but as, in the arrangements of 
Divine wisdom, that dispensation was designed 
to be temporary and progressive, it was not 
given in that simple and undisguised form, in 
which it has been presented, under the present 
clearer and more perfect system. 

The result, then, of this whole inquiry is, 
that, prior to the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, much doubt and uncertainty prevailed 
among both Jews and Gentiles respecting a 
future state. It was, therefore, highly proper, 
nay, indispensably necessary, that some brighter - 
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light should shine upon the earth. Accordingly, 
when Christ came into the world, the message 
which He brought, was life and immortality. 
He dispelled the clouds and shadows of the 
ancient dispensation, reinstated nature in her 
hopes, and unfolded clearly to her view that fu- 
ture world, which, unaided, she could but faintly 
descry. It is unnecessary that we should here 
enter upon an induction of particulars, with a 
view to establish this position. The doctrine of 
immortality is interwoven through all the dis- 
courses of our Saviour and of His apostles, as a 
truth which lies at the very foundation of all 
religion, and which ought never for a moment to 
be called in question. Not only does the gospel 
confirm the hope of nature, that the souls of 
men survive the dissolution of their bodies, and 
have an immortal subsistence, but it also reveals » 
in the plainest and most decisive language many 
additional circumstances, connected with this 
subject, of which mankind had never before 
entertained an idea, but which tend, in a still 
more powerful manner, to excite their attention, 
to enliven their best affections, and to animate 
them to the practice of their duty. It informs 
us, that the body shallin due time be redeemed 
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from the dust of death, and reunited to its 
former spirit; it exhibits to us an immutable 
state of retribution, in which the righteous and 
the wicked shall receive for ever the due recom- 
pense of their conduct; and what is of equal 
importance, it reveals to us the only certain 
way of escaping endless misery, and of attaining 
everlasting bliss. On account, therefore, of the 
amplitude of His disclosures, and the unclouded 
light which He has thus poured upon the world 
beyond death and the grave, may it not be 
justly said, that “ our Saviour Jesus Christ hath 
brought life and immortality to light through 
His gospel?” Yes: to every unprejudiced un- 
derstanding, it must be obvious, that the infor- 
mation, which He has communicated to us on ~ 
this momentous subject, possesses a fulness and 
a certainty, which no former dispensation could 
yield, and conveys to the very humblest of His 
followers far clearer ideas and juster notions of a 
future state, than were ever to be found, in all 
the celebrated schools of philosophy, at Athens, 
or at Rome. “The light of the moon is now 
become as the light of the sun, and the light of 
the sun sevenfold.” 
The discoveries of the gospel, respecting the 
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future condition of our being, it ought ever to 
be remembered, have been imparted to us, not 
to furnish matter and occasion of curious and 
idle speculation, but to exercise a powerful and 
salutary influence upon our thoughts, affections, 
and conduct, in our present probationary state. 
What then, in review of all that has been ad- 
vanced, is the influence we ought to receive ? 
We see how much reason we have to pour 
out our souls in one united song of gratitude and 
praise unto God, and to His Son Jesus Christ, 
for dispelling the darkness which covered the 
grave, and opening before us such a clear and 
certain prospect into the world beyond it. 
Were we left to penetrate the future by the 
feeble and imperfect glimmerings of our own 
unaided reason, our condition and prospects 
would be indeed desolate and drear. The bare 
supposition, that the grave may close over us for 
ever, would cast a damp on allour present com- 
forts and enjoyments; and, ‘as the hapless 
mariner tossed on the angry billows, without 
a friendly pilot to guide him to the wished- 
for land, so we, exposed on the vast, and 
dark, and awful ocean of human life, and hurried 
along by the waves of affliction and trouble, 
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without one gleam of hope, or one kind director 
to point us to the haven of rest and repose, 
should sink into despondency and rush into the 
arms of despair.” With what ardent and in- 
tense emotions of gratitude, therefore, should 
we hail that glorious Redeemer, who hath not 
only delivered us from the dread of annihilation, 
but revealed the heavens to mortal view, and 
poured unclouded light upon the path of im- 
mortality! In proportion to the darkness of 
our former benighted condition, ought to be the 
gratitude and joy, with which we welcome the 
glorious prospects which He unfolds. 

But while the fact, that Christ has clearly 
brought to light an immortal state of existence, 
Inspires us with gratitude, it ought, at the same 
time, forcibly to impress upon us the necessity 
of earnest and diligent preparation. If we im- 
prove not aright the advantages bestowed upon 
us, it had been better for us to have lived in a 
land that had never yet been visited by “ the 
day-spring from on high.” “ For if we sin wil- 
fully, after that we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
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devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses’ 
law died without mercy, under two or three 
witnesses ; of how much sorer punishment, sup- 
pose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” 
Let it not, then, be to our condemnation that 
“light is come into the world, but we have 
loved darkness rather than light because our 
deeds are evil;” but, on the contrary, be it our 
chief and constant aim, to live on earth, as the 
citizens of heaven, the heirs of immortality, and 
candidates for a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. 

But the revelation of immortal life is calcu- 
lated to exert a still further influence on us, by 
supporting and comforting our minds, amidst all 
the sorrows and sufferings of the present state. 
While travelling through this vale of tears, there 
is not a single individual to be found, who is 
not doomed to drink, more or less, of the 
waters of bitterness and affliction. All “are 
born to trouble as the sparks fly upward,” and, 
so long as we continue in the present world, 
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we are liable to feel the pressure of numerous 
and various calamities. And if, under all these 
evils, we did not know that, beyond the horizon 
which bounds our present prospects, another 
and a better world presents itself, where sin and 
sorrow are unknown, how unsupportable would 
be our present fate! But the hope of heaven 
is to us a strong consolation, sufficient to cheer 
us in every season of sorrow, to support us under 
all our burdens, and to sustain us under all the 
disappointments, privations, and bereavements 
of life. Jor never does affliction appear more 
light, than when viewed in connexion with “an 
eternal weight of glory.” “The sufferings of 
the present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which is to be revealed.” Ani- 
mated, then, by this blessed hope, let us in 
patience possess our spirits; for, though ‘ weep- 
ing may endure for a night,” yet joy will come 
in that bright morning, which is to usher in an 
unclouded, everlasting day; and then we shall 
forget our misery, or remember it as waters that 
pass away. 
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Oh! life below, how brief, how poor, how sad! 
One heavy sigh! 

Oh! life above, how long, how fair, how glad! 
An endless joy. 

Oh! to have done for aye with dying here! Z 

Oh! to begin the living in yon sphere! 


Dark, dark indeed the grave would be, 
Had we no light, O Lord, from Thee; 
If all we saw were all we knew, 
Or hope from reason only grew. 


But fearless now we rest in faith: 

A holy life makes happy death: 

"Tis but a change ordain’d by Thee, 

To set th’ imprison’d spirit free. 

Sad, sad indeed ’twould be to part 

From those who long have shared our heart, 
If Thou hadst left us still to fear 

Love’s only heritage was here. 


But calmly now we see them go 

From out this world of pain and woe: 
We follow to a home on high, 

Where pure affections never die. 


LMMORTALITY 


There is a calm for those who weep; 

A rest for weary pilgrims found ; 

And, while the mouldering ashes sleep, 
Low in the ground, 


The soul, of origin divine, 
God’s glorious image freed from clay, 
In heaven’s eternal sphere shall shine, 


A star of day. 


The sun is but a spark of fire, 
A transient meteor in the sky ; 
The soul, immortal as its Sire, 
Shall never die! 
JAMES MONTGOMERY. 


Think of all those who erst have been 
Living as thou art—even now; 
Looking upon life’s busy scene 
With glance as careless, light, as thou. 


All these, like thee, have lived and moved, 
Have seen what now thou look’st upon, 
Have fear’d, hoped, hated, mourn’d, or loved, 

And now from mortal sight are gone. 
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Yet, though unseen of human eye, 
Their reliques slumber in the earth } 
Lhe boon of immortality 
Lo them was given with vital birth. 


They were, and having been, they are / 
Earth but contains their mouldering dust ; 
Their deathless spirits, near or far, 
With thine must rise to meet the just. 


Thou know’st not but they hover near, 
Witness of every secret deed, 
Which, shunning human eye or ear, 


_ The spirits of the dead may heed. 


An awful thought it is to think, 
The viewless dead outnumber all; 
Who, bound by life’s connecting link, 
Now share with us this earthly ball. 


It is a thought as dread and high, 
And one to wake a fearful thrill, 
To think, while all who live, must die, 
The dead, the dead, are living still. 
BERNARD Barron. 
C 


guns ts 
ff 


» 7 i 
iss jad Fee a a7! at 


Che Sleepy of the Farthful Departed, 


Matt. xxvii. 52. 


“And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose.” 


JOHN xi. 11-14. 

“Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake 
him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he 
sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his 
death : but they thought that he had spoken of taking 
of rest insleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, 
Lazarus is dead.” 


Acts vii. 60. 


“ And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge. And, when he had said 
this, he fell asleep.” 


Aots xiii. 36. 
‘For David, after he had served his own generation by the 
will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 
and saw corruption.” 


1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. 


“ Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump, (for the trumpet shall 
sound ;) and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed.” 


Wuy do we mourn departing friends, 
Or shake at death’s alarms? 

’Tis but the voice that Jesus sends 
To call them to His arms. 


Are we not tending upwards too, 
As fast as time can move ? 

Nor would we wish the hours more slow 
To keep us from our love. 


Why should we tremble to convey 
Their bodies to the tomb ? 

There the dear flesh of Jesus lay, 
And left a long perfume. 


The graves of all His saints He bless’d, 
And soften’d every bed: 

Where should the dying members rest, 
But with the dying Head ? 


Thence He arose, ascending high, 
And show’d our feet the way ; 
Up to the Lord our flesh shall fly. 

At the great rising day. 


Then let the last loud trumpet sound, 
And bid our kindred rise ; 

Awake, ye nations under ground! 
Ye saints, ascend the skies! 


Isaac WATTS, 


1 Tuass. iv. 18, 14. 


“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died, and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 


> Gee image of sleep, under which death 
‘ys is here represented, is one which 
mJ occurs in all languages: the Greeks 
were wont to designate their burial-grounds 
cemeteries, or dormitories, in which their departed 
friends slept: and, in all countries, the term 
“sleep”? has been occasionally employed, as a 
gentler name for dissolution, in order to present 
that event in a less formidable aspect, and to 
assist the mind in escaping from those melan- 
choly and repulsive ideas, with which the word 
death is commonly associated. The universal 
use of this image was doubtless suggested by 
the resemblance, which obviously obtains be- 
tween the external circumstances of slumber, 
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and of dissolution ; but, in the above quotation, 
and in other passages of Holy Writ, the gentle 
name of sleep is applied to the departure hence 
of true believers, with peculiar force and empha- 
sis, being intended to intimate, that, in their 
case, and in theirs alone, death has undergone 
so great and complete a change, that it is no 
longer worthy of being styled by its proper and 
original name, To inquire, therefore, what 
truths this metaphorical representation of the 
faithful departed suggests to us, is what we 
purpose in the present chapter. 

On entering upon this inquiry, it is important 
to observe, that the figure of sleep, as applied 
to the saints in death, is not to be understood as 
signifying the sleep of the soul, the suspension of 
its consciousness, or the torpidity of its powers. 
They are said to sleep, and to be unconscious 
and inactive, because these things are true of 
their bodies. But their souls still subsist in a 
state of consciousness, and continue capable of 
exercising those powers and faculties which are 
essential to them. ‘T’o this truth, the most ample. 
and decisive testimony is rendered in the sacred 
volume. In our Saviour’s representation of the 
rich man and Lazarus, we find it stated, that 
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“the beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
into Abraham’s bosom; the rich man also died, 
and was buried; and in hell he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torments.’”’ Here, it is clearly 
intimated, that, while the bodies of these two 
persons were left in the dust, the souls of both 
retained their existence and their consciousness 
after death had conducted them into the eternal 
world. ‘The same idea is sanctioned by what 
the gospel history records, respecting the appear- 
ance of Moses and Elias, at our Saviour’s 
transfiguration on the mount. On that occa- 
sion, we learn, that they appeared in glory, and 
were not only seen by the apostles, but heard 
also talking with Christ, concerning His decease 
which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. 
And, with equal clearness, is this truth conveyed, 
in the account given us of the penitent malefac- 
tor on the cross. Our blessed Lord’s reply, 
‘To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise,” 
obviously implies, that the malefactor would, ere 
the sun of that day had set, be released from the 
corruptions and the torments of mortality, and 
made conscious, active, and happy with Him- 
self, in the paradise of God. ‘To the immediate 
entrance of the faithful departed on a state of 
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conscious happiness, the apostles, too, bore their 
unequivocal testimony. Stephen, with his ex- 
piring breath, called upon God, saying, “ Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” ‘For me,” says St 
Paul, “to live is Christ, and to die is gain; but 
if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my 
labour; yet what I shall choose I wot not, for 
I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart and to be with Christ, which is far 
better ; nevertheless, to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you.” In another passage, the same 
apostle declares, ‘“‘ We are confident, I say, and 
willing rather to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord.” And, in the 
apocalyptic vision of St John, those who have 
died in the Lord are represented as blessed, 
“ from henceforth,” that is, from the time of their 
death. 

The figure of sleep, as applied to departed 
believers, implies, that they shall awake up 
again. Corporeal sleep is not perpetual. When 
God “turneth the shadow of death into the 
morning,” man awakes from his slumbers with 
renovated vigour, and resumes his daily toil, 
Even so, although the body sinks at death into 
a state of unconsciousness and inactivity, yet 
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this state is only temporary, and but a prelude 
to a higher and an endless life. The light of 
nature could not so much as give a hint of this 
truth, even to the wisest philosophers in the 
heathen world. They did not hope for the 
body’s resurrection as possible, much less be- 
lieve it as certain. Accordingly we find, that 
when the great apostle of the Gentiles preached 
at Athens, the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
“mocked, when he spake of the resurrection of 
the dead.’’ But it cannot be reckoned a thing 
incredible that God should raise the dead. 
This can never be beyond the ability of Hin, 
who first formed the human body out of dust, 
and breathed into it the breath of life. Hence 
our Saviour ascribes to ignorance, or unbelief of 
the Divine power, the scepticism on this subject 
which characterised many in His day. ‘To the 
Sadducees, a numerous sect of the Jews, who 
said that there is no resurrection, neither angel 
nor spirit, He on one occasion replied, ‘ Ye 
do err, not knowing the Scriptnres, nor the 
power of God.” But that God will raise the 
dead, could never have been known, or even 
conjectured, without a revelation from Himself. 
In the sacred writings, we have the strongest 
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assurance of this important doctrine. Thus Job 
confidently expresses his belief in it, “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth, and 
though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God; whom I shall 
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and 
not another, though my reins be consumed 
within me.” ‘As for me,” says the royal 
psalmist, “I will behold thy face in righteous- 
ness; I shall be satisfied when I awake with 
thy likeness.” With the same expectation, 
Isaiah encouraged the ancient church, in com- 
mitting her children to the grave. ‘Thy dead 
men shall live; together with my dead body 
shall they arise; awake and sing, ye that dwell 
in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out the dead.” Equally 
explicit is the prediction of the prophet Daniel 
—‘‘ Many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
These prophetical disclosures are sufficient to 
convince us, that the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the dead was known, embraced, and relied on, 
by many distinguished servants of God in ~ 
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ancient times. But, from the double sense, 
which was often affixed to them, the announce- 
ments of the prophets were by no means univer- 
sally understood, and were often interpreted by 
the Jews, as mere figurative, though sublime, 
predictions of the revival of temporal prosperity 
to their country. Accordingly, it was reserved 
for Christ to convey to us a still clearer, and 
more certain evidence for this doctrine. “As 
the Father,” saith He, ‘raiseth up the dead and 
quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
the hour is coming, in the which the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear shall live.” “I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 
The circumstances, also, by which this event 
shall be accompanied, are most minutely de- 
scribed by His servants the apostles. ‘The 
Lord himself,” say they, ‘shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God, and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we, which 
are alive and remain, shall be caught up to~ 
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gether with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so we shall be ever with the 
Lord.” 

Nor does the awakening of them that sleep, 
rest on mere predictions or promises. The 
gospel has even given us examples of the fact, 
which may be regarded as so many presages of 
the general resurrection, and corroborations of 
the statements and declarations of Scripture on 
this point. Above all, we have, in Christ’s own 
resurrection from the dead, an infallible assur- 
ance, that all His people will be raised up to 
everlasting life. “For if we believe that Jesus 
died, and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” When 
He rose from the dead, it was in a public capa- 
city, as ‘the Head of His Church, which is His 
body.” In this view, the apostle declares, 
“Now is Christ risen from the dead, and be- 
came the first-fruits of them that slept.” 

Although there are many mysteries in this 
doctrine which we cannot comprehend, yet, from 
what is said in Scripture respecting it, we are 
certainly warranted to infer, that, in the re- 
surrection, the body will preserve its essential 
identity, “This corruptible,” says St Paul, 
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“must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.” But, though the 
‘resurrection body shall be the same in all essen- 
tials as to substance, it will be modified and 
altered, as to its adventitious qualities, so that it 
may be adapted to the employments and grati- 
fications of its celestial abode. We read, that 
“flesh and blood,” that is, in their present state 
of grossness and frailty, ‘cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption.” Some faint idea of the nature of 
the change, that is to pass upon the body, may 
be derived from what the apostle has told us. 
“Tt is sown,” says he, “in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption; it is sown in dishonour, it is 
raised in glory; it 1s sown in weakness, it is 
_yaised in power; it is sown a natural body, it 
is raised a spiritual body.” And a still more 
significant description of this change is given, 
when we are told, that our body shall be made 
to resemble that of our risen and exalted Lord. 
sé As we have borne the image of the first man, 
who is of the earth, earthy; so we shall bear the 
image of the second man, who is the Lord from 
heaven.” He “ shall change our vile body that 
it may be fashioned like unto His own glorious 
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body.” When He appears, we shall not only 
“appear with Him in glory,” but “we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

The figure of sleep, as applied to departed be- 
lievers, suggests, also, the dea of repose. “I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
Write, Blessed are the dead, which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours; and 
their works do follow them.” “They enter 
into peace: they rest in their beds, each one 
that hath walked in his uprightness.” Their 
bodies slumber in the peaceful bosom of the 
grave; their souls are at rest in the bosom of 
their God. Not that the activity of their powers 
is suspended, for, as we have seen, death is not 
the sleep of the soul; but they rest from all 
their previous fatigues. 'To those who die in 
Jesus, the hour of dissolution is the commence~ 
ment of a serene and holy calm, sweeter and 
more refreshing than balmiest slumber to the 
toil-worn and sun-beat labourer, at the close of 
a fatiguing and perilous day. They rest from 
their labours. They have accomplished, as 
hirelings, their day. No anxious cares agitate 
and distract their minds, nor can the world with 
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all its changes and sorrows affect their comfort 
any more. F'rom oppression, cruelty, and in- 
justice of every kind they are completely and 
perfectly delivered. In the grave, wherein 
they now lie, “the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest. ‘There the prisoners 
rest together; they hear not the voice of the 
oppressor. ‘The small and the great are there, 
and the servant is free from his master.” They 
rest, too, from all the sufferings and pains of the 
body. Whatever diseases may have wasted it, 
or by whatever infirmities it may have been 
bowed down, they feel them, and fear them no 
longer. Never again shall they bear the tokens 
of approaching dissolution—the hollow eye, the 
emaciated countenance, the quivering lips, the 
trembling limbs, the chill dews that gather on 
the brow. Allis over now; disease has done 
its utmost on their frame, and even the corrup- 
tion to which it is now consigned is but a re- 
_ fining process, by which it is destined ultimately 
to arise with inconceivable beauty and immortal 
vigour. Above all, they rest from the labours 
of spiritual conflict. Their whole life on earth 
was a constant warfare with numerous, insidi- 
ous, and powerful enemies. They wrestled not 
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against flesh and blood only, but against princi- 
palities and powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wick- 
ednesses in high places. The world, too, was 
their inveterate foe. ‘ Because they were not 
of the world, but Christ had chosen them out of 
the world, therefore the world hated them.” 
And not only so, but, in those evil passions, 
which lurked within their own bosoms, and 
which warred against the soul, these external 
foes found too often a powerful auxiliary. 
“The flesh lusted against the spirit, and the 
spirit against the flesh, so that when they would 
have done good, evil was present with them.” 
But now, from all these enemies, they have 
obtained an everlasting deliverance. In the 
strength of the Lord, and in the power of His 
might, they have fought, and struggled, and 
overcome. ‘Their warfare has for ever ceased, 
Into that pure and perfect state upon which they 
have entered, no hostile spirit will be allowed 
admission, to try their fidelity and steadfastness, 
The world no longer allures them by its smiles, 
nor terrifies them by its frowns. Sin and cor- 
ruption are found no more. Nay, even their 
last enemy shall be cast down for ever. For 
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“there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, 
when the former things are passed away.” 
From this view of the faithful departed, let us 
take comfort under the loss of friends, who die in 
the Lord. Of all the sorrows, to which we are 
subject in this vale of tears, none is so bitter, as_ 
that occasioned by the fatal stroke, which be- 
reaves us of those, to whom either nature or 
friendship had intimately joined our hearts. 
That, however, is a bright and beauteous vision, 
“which paints the lost on earth revived in 
heaven,” and yet not more beautiful than true. 
To them, the gates of immortality have been 
opened, and through these they have passed into 
the celestial city. They rest from their toils 
and sufferings. Death, to them, has proved 
but the genius of a quiet sleep, the messenger 
of rest and glory—a transition from a stormy 
and dangerous sea, into the smooth and quiet 
water of a well-sheltered harbour. Why, then, 
should we be disconsolate, when they are re- 
moved from our society, or even torn from our 
fond and endearing embrace? Infinitely better 
is it for them to have been taken away, than to 


have continued longer upon earth. ‘To refuse, 
D 
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therefore, to be comforted on their account, is 
nothing better than to regret the blessed change 
they have made. 


What here we call our life is such, 

So little to be loved, and they so much, 
That we should ill requite them to constrain 
Their unbound spirits into bonds again. 


Rather, let us rejoice, that their happiness is 
already complete, and be persuaded to seek, 
where we may find, the grace to follow in their 
steps—to love, to honour, to serve the Lord, 
like them. Then, but a little while, and we too 
shall be at rest. And on the morning of the 
resurrection, we shall see them again in a far 
sublimer and lovelier form, than that in which 
they have sojourned in this world. Nor shall 
we be separated any more from them for ever. 
The ties of affection shall be made indissoluble, . 
and throughout eternal ages we shall rejoice in 
one another’s joy. 

This subject also affords us comfort in the 
anticipation of our own departure. It is with 
melancholy and sore forebodings, that nature 
looks forward. to the tomb. But why should 
the grave be so terrible to us? If, as we pro- 
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fess to be, we are Christians, not in name 
merely, but in deed and in truth, it ought no 
more to be dreaded by us, than our rightly 
welcome bed of rest. There is a glorious 
waking nigh at hand, and even while they last, 
the slumbers of death’s long, long night, shall 
be peaceful and sweet. That dreadful sting, 
which gives to the last enemy all his terrors, 
was extracted by Christ, when He bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree. “Through death, 
He destroyed him that had the power of death, 
and delivered them, who, through fear of death, 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
With this blessed assurance, we need not surely 
fear to go down to the place where the Lord lay. 
His rod and staff shall support and comfort us. 
And, at length, He shall summon us from our 
home in the dust, that He may clothe us with 
the robe of immortality, and inspire us with a 
life that shall never be interrupted, and shall 
never end. “For we know that when the 
earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
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Rest, weary head! 
Lie down to slumber in the peaceful tomb ; 
Light from above has broken through its gloom; 
Here, in the place where once thy Saviour lay, 
Where He shall wake thee on a future day, 
Like a tired child upon its mother’s breast, 
Rest, sweetly rest! 


Rest, spirit free ! 
In the green pastures of the heavenly shore, 
Where sin and sorrow can approach no more, 
With all the flock by the Good Shepherd fed, 
Beside the streams of life eternal led, 
For ever with thy God and Saviour blest: 

Rest, sweetly rest! 

Anon. “ H.-L is 


If ’twere but to retire from woe 

To undisturb’d eternal rest,— 
How passing sweet to sleep below 

On nature’s fair and flow’ry breast! 


But when faith’s finger points on high, 
From death’s decaying, dismal cell: 
Oh! ’tis a privilege to die, 
To dream of bliss ineffable. 
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In balmy sleep our eyes to close, 
When life’s last sunshine gilds our even, 
And then to wake from long repose, 
When dawns the glorious day of heaven! 


BowRIna. 


Dearest of names, our Lord, our King! 
Jesus Thy praise we humbly sing ; 

In cheerful songs we ’ll spend our breath, 
And in Thee triumph over death. 


Death is no more among our foes, 

Since Christ, the mighty Conqueror, rose ; 
Both power and sting the Saviour broke ; 
He died and gave the finish’d stroke. 


Saints die, and we should gently weep; 
Sweetly in Jesus’ arms they sleep ; 
Far from this world of sin and woe, 
Nor sin, nor pain, nor grief, they know. 


Death no terrific foe appears ; 
An angel’s lovely form he wears; 
A friendly messenger he proves 
To every soul whom Jesus loves. 


THE SLEEP, ETC. 


Death is a sleep: and oh! how sweet 
To souls prepared its stroke to meet! 
Their dying beds, their graves are blest, 
For all to them is peace and rest. 


Their bodies sleep; their souls take wing, 
Uprise to heaven, and there they sing 
With joy before the Saviour’s face, 
Triumphant in victorious grace. 


Soon shall the earth’s remotest bound 
Feel the archangel’s trumpet sound ; 

Then shall the grave’s dark caverns shake, 
And joyful all the saints shall wake. 


Bodies and souls shall then unite, 
Array’d in glory, strong and bright; 
And all His saints will Jesus bring 
His face to see, His love to sing. 


Oh may I live, with Jesus nigh, 
And sleep in Jesus when I die! 
Then joyful when from death I wake, 
I shall eternal bliss partake. 
SAMUEL MEDLEY. 


The Great Assize. 


Eccuszs. xii. 14. 


“For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” 


JOHN vy. 22. 
“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son.”’ 


Acts xvii. 31. 

“ Because hehath appointed a day, in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” 


Rom. xiv. 10. 
“ But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou 
set at nought thy brother ? for we shall all stand before 
the judgment-seat of Christ.” 


Hes. ix. 27. 
* And as it is appointed unto all men once to die, but after 
this the judgment.” 
JUDE 14, 15. 
“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
sand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all.” 


REV. i. 7. 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him: and all kin- 
dreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, 


Amen.” 
ie eee Ee: 


« And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; 
and there was found no place for them. And I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God.” 


Thou Judge of quick and dead, 
Before whose bar severe 

With holy joy or guilty dread, 
We all shall soon appear : 
Our caution’d souls prepare 
For that tremendous Day, 

And fill us now with watchful care, 
And stir us up to pray. 


To pray, and wait the hour, 
The awful hour unknown, 

When, robed in majesty and power, 
Thou shalt from heaven come down, 
The immortal Son of Man, 

To judge the human race, 

With all Thy Father’s dazzling train, 

With all Thy glorious grace. 


To damp our earthly joys, 

To increase our duteous fears, 
For ever let the Archangel’s voice 

Be sounding in our ears; 

The solemn midnight cry, 

‘* Ye dead, the Judge is come ! 
Arise, and meet Him in the sky, 

And meet your instant doom.” 


Oh may we thus be found, 
Obedient to His word, 
Attentive to the trumpet’s sound, 
And looking for our Lord : 
Oh may we thus ensure 
Our lot among the blest, 
And watch a moment, to secure 
An everlasting rest ! 
CHARLES WESLEY. 
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“ For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.” 


~@AtIE resurrection of the dead, to which 


« : B 


reference was made in the preceding 
chapter, is not intended to be a mere 
transient display of Divine power, but to usher 
in the universal and final judgment of mankind. 
Accordingly, the Scriptures inform us, that no 
sooner shall the countless prisoners of the tomb 
hear the voice of the Son of Man, and come 
forth, than they shall all be summoned to 
appear before His dread tribunal. And, surely, 
there is no truth, which it is more necessary for 
us to believe, or by which our minds should be 
more deeply solemnised than this, of the final 
judgment of our race. Not only does it give an 
inconceivable importance and value to all other 
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Scripture truths, but it exhibits, in the most 
striking light, the awful importance of our pre- 
sent condition of trial and discipline. In this 
view, every action of our lives is intimately 
connected with futurity, and has an influence 
more immediate, or more remote, on our final 
destiny. For, as we now sow, so shall we here- 
after reap. Hence it has been not more beauti- 
fully than truly said, that “life is the golden 
seed-time of the eternal year.” 

As to the time, when the final judgment shall 
arrive, the Scripture is silent; nay, we are ex- 
pressly assured, that “of that day, or of that 
hour, knoweth no man, no, not the angels, who 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” 
God, however, has been pleased to make known 
to us various circumstances connected with that 
awful event, which, while most impressive in 
themselves, are, at the same time, admirably 
fitted to restrain us from sin, and to animate us 
to diligence, and watchfulness, in the perform- 
ance of duty. ‘To some of the principal of these 
solemn circumstances, we shall, at present, con- 
fine our attention. 

And the first which we would specify is, that 
the administration of the future judgment 1s com- 
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mitted to Jesus Christ, “ We must all appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ.” And, in 
preaching to Cornelius and his company, we find 
St Peter declaring, that that same Jesus, who 
had been slain, “was ordained of God to 
be the Judge of quick and dead.” It is true, 
that the original and absolute right of judging 
belongs to God the Father, who, as He is the 
Sovereign Lord and King, so is He the Judge 
of all. Hence the royal Psalmist declares, that 
“ God is Judge Himself;” and, in many other 
passages of Scripture, it is said, that “ God shall 
judge the world.” Nor are we to imagine, that 
He will ever divest Himself of this august 
character of Judge. At the same time, how- 
ever, the administration of judgment has been 
delegated, and committed by Him to Jesus 
Christ. “The Father judgeth no man,” that 
is, not immediately by Himself, “but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son.” And 
saith St Paul, “God hath appointed a day, in 
which he will judge the world in righteousness, 
by that Man, whom he hath ordained.” Thus 
does it appear, that God, the Father, judgeth 
the world, by His Son. The original authority, 
power, and right of judgment appertain to the 
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Triune-God; but, according to the economy of 
redemption, the work is committed unto the 
Son, as Mediator. In every view, this is a 
most wise and gracious appointment. It was 
fit, that this high office should be conferred upon 
our Saviour, as an honorary reward for His un- 
paralleled humiliation while on earth. It was 
also fit, that He should be our Judge, because, 
having assumed our nature, He can appear 
visibly in it. But perhaps the most important 
consideration, arising from His appointment to 
this office, is the assurance, which it affords, that 
He will execute it with the most perfect right- 
eousness and impartiality. In Him, Divine 
perfection is united with the experience of 
human temptation. He is not one, who cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
but was, in all points, tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. What more equitable or 
favourable judge, therefore, could we desire, 
than He, who was made in all things like unto 
ourselves? May we not rest assured, that every 
due allowance will be made for our natural 
weakness, and that those, whom such a Judge 
condemns, must be worthy of condemnation 


indeed ! 
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Having thus considered the Person by whom 
the future judgment shall be administered, let 
us now direct our attention to the parties who 
shall appear before His tribunal. These, the 
Scriptures inform us, shall be both angels and 
men. Concerning the judgment of the un- 
fallen angels, we know nothing. How far their 
obedience to God, and the faithful services 
which they have, at His command, performed 
to the children of men, may be brought into 
judgment to receive their just praise and com- 
mendation, it is not for us to say: but the 
Scriptures clearly teach us, that the apostate 
angels, those originally pure and _ spiritual 
beings, who “kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation,” shall be summoned 
before the judgment-seat of Christ. ‘The 
Lord,” it is declared, ‘hath reserved them in 
everlasting chains under darkness, unto the 
judgment of the Great Day.” 

The judgment spoken of in the Word of 
God, however, chiefly concerns man. “ We 
must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ.”” ‘ Before Him, shall be gathered all 
nations.” And St John, in his Apocalyptic. 
vision, tells us, “I saw the dead, both small and 
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great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened, and the dead were judged out of the 
things which were written in the books, and the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it, and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them; and they were judged every 
man according to his works.” Oh! how in- 
conceivably great must be that assemblage, in 
which the thousand successive generations ot 
our race, that have peopled the earth in every 
age, shall be convened. Our thoughts are lost 
in the immense survey ; yet how solemn is the 
consideration, that of that countless congrega- 
tion we ourselves shall be members! Not one 
shall be exempted ; for we are assured “ every 
one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 
The mightiest shall not be able to resist, nor 
the wisest to elude the universal summons; 
nor, on the other hand, shall any be deemed so 
insignificant, as to be passed over. Upon every 
individual, the piercing glance of the Judge 
shall be as particularly fixed, as though he 
stood singly and alone before the bar. 

From this view of the parties who shall be 
brought forth to judgment, let us turn our 
attention to the things for which they shall be 
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judged. ‘These are “the things done in the 
body, whether they be good or bad.” The 
examination will be most minute and particu- 
lar, extending not merely to the outward actions 
of our lives, but to the words of our lips, and 
the very thoughts and intents of our hearts. 
Our Saviour has assured us, that, for every idle 
_ word which men shall speak, they shall give an 
account in the day of judgment: “ for, by thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned.” And we are told 
that “God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ;” that “ there is nothing covered 
that shall not be revealed, and hid, that shall 
not be known;” and that “God shall bring ~ 
every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil.” So strict a scrutiny ought, assuredly, 
to excite us to the utmost watchfulness, and 
circumspection, at all times, and in every place. © 
Nothing that we do, or say, or think, can 
escape the notice of our Judge, or be forgotten 
by Him. Every evil thought, every unholy 
desire, every open transgression, is faithfully 
recorded, and will testify against us at the 
awful tribunal of judgment. And if, even now, 
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‘there are many of our actions, and especially of © 
our thoughts, which we would blush to publish 
to an assembly of beings as imperfect as our- 
selves, how much more must shame and con- 
fusion overwhelm us hereafter, when they shall 
all be fully declared before the angels of light, 
and the spirits of just men made perfect. But 
while the works of shame and darkness shall 
thus be revealed, the thoughts and deeds of 
God’s people shall also be brought to light, 
and receive the approbation of the Supreme 
Judge, before the assembled universe. Every 
action performed with a single eye to the glory 
of God, every word spoken with a view to the 
honour of Christ, and the salvation of human 
souls, every holy thought, and spiritual desire, 
shall be publicly declared to their everlasting 
honour on that day. “ For God is not un- 
righteous to forget their work and labour of 
love, which they have showed towards his 
name.” 

We proceed to consider the rule by which 
mankind shall be judged. This is the holy law © 
of God, which is the unalterable standard of 
right and wrong, in respect of all men, however 
distinguished; nor is it possible, that God 
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should try men by any other rule: for the law 
is an exact transcript of His infinite holiness, 
and He cannot deny Himself. This rule has 
been made known to all men without excep- 
tion, and according to the degree of knowledge 
which they have of it, shall be the judgment 
pronounced. None shall be judged by a law 
of which he could possess no knowledge, but 
the whole procedure will be in strict accordance 
with the principles of eternal justice. This, 
however, will afford no ground for excuse, be- 
cause all men have a certain degree of know- 
ledge given unto them. In the case of the 
heathen, the law is “written in their hearts,” 
and, therefore, by this law they shall be 
judged. “Hence,” saith the apostle, “ when 
the Gentiles, which have not the law,” that is, 
the revealed will of God, contained in the 
Bible, “do by nature the things contained in 
the law, these, not having the law, are a law 
unto themselves, which show the works of the 
law written in their hearts ; their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean- 
while accusing, or else excusing one another.” 
_ All those, on the other hand, who live under 
the clearer light of the gospel, will be judged 
E 
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accordingly; and in proportion to the great- 
ness of their privileges will be their account. 
“As many as have sinned without law, shall 
also perish without law; and as many as have 
sinned in the law, shall be judged by the law.” 
“That servant which knew his Lord’s will, 
and prepared not himself, neither did according 
to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes ; 
but he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes: for unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required.” Such being 
the righteous principles on which the Divine 
government is conducted, it becomes us, to 
whom the light of the gospel has been given, 
to remember, that except we improve aright 
our superior privileges, ‘it shall be more toler- 
able for Tyre and Sidon, for Sodom and Go- 
morrah, than for us.” 

The rule according to which the judgment 
shall proceed, is sometimes emblematically re- — 
presented in Scripture by what is practised in 
human courts of law. In allusion to the books 
which are there consulted for the direction of 
the judges, both Daniel and St John inform us, 
that, when the judgment is set, “the books 
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shall be opened,’ that men may be judged 
according to the things which are therein re- 
corded. According to this metaphorical repre- 
sentation, the book of God’s remembrance will 
be opened, in which are registered every 
thought, word, and action of our whole lives. 
As a counterpart to this, will also be opened 
the book of conscience, which will be instead of 
a thousand witnesses. The book of the law 
will likewise be opened, in which the guilty 
sinner may read his sin and his sentence, The 
book of the gospel will then be opened, that 
those who have had its light may be judged 
accordingly. And another book will be opened, 
which is the book of life, wherein the names of 
the elect are enrolled; and whosoever is not 
found registered in this book shall be con- 
demned, and “ cast into the lake of fire.”’ 

It only now remains that we consider the 
final sentence, which the Judge will pronounce 
upon all who appear before His tribunal. Hav- 
ing ‘‘ separated them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats, 
He shall set the righteous on His right hand, 
but the wicked on His left.” With a Divine 
majesty, mingled with ineffable condescension 
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and love, He shall say to them on His right 
hand, “ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world: for I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, 
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. Then shall the righteous an- 
swer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee drink? when saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? or when saw we thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto thee? And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily, 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me. ‘Then shall he say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels: for I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me no drink; I was a stranger, and 
ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me 
not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 
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Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, 
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and did not minister unto thee? Then shall 
he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least 
of these, ye did it not to me.” We are not to 
suppose, that the works of beneficence and 
mercy, which are here mentioned, constitute 
the grounds of the righteous being acquitted, 
and adjudged to eternal life and happiness. 
These good works are merely the evidences of 
their gracious state, as being interested in the 
righteousness of Christ. It is not for their 
works, but according to them, that the righteous 
are rewarded. ‘The kingdom which they re- 
ceive, is not their wages, but their inheritance, 
being altogether of Divine grace, though in 
some measure proportioned to religious improve- 
ment. ‘The punishment is due, indeed, to the 
wicked, as the just wages of their transgres- 
sions ; but the blessedness of the righteous will 
be unmerited, and flow entirely from the free 
and sovereign favour of God. 

No sooner will the sentence be pronounced, 
than it will be carried into execution. While 
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fallen angels and wicked men shall be driven 
from the presence of the Judge into the pit of 
eternal perdition, the righteous, adorned with 
the beauties of immortality, shall ascend with 
their Redeemer, amidst the acclamations of © 
angelic hosts, into the highest heavens, and, 
approaching the fountain of life, partake of that 
fulness of joy which is in Jehovah’s presence ; 
and “so shall they ever be with the Lord.” 
The judgment being now completed, and the 
inhabitants of our world, for whose sake it was 
formed, all removed to other regions, what re- 
mains, but that the earth itself should either 
experience a complete renovation, or total de- 
struction. Accordingly, it is predicted, that the 
final catastrophe shall wrap it in devouring 
flame :—“ The heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise ; the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat; the earth also, and the works that are 
therein, shall be burnt up.” 

“ Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought we to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness ; look- 
ing for and hasting unto the coming of the day 
of God, wherein the heavens, being on fire, shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
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fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Where- 
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent, that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless.” 

We know not, indeed, when these things 
shall be; for, over the future, the Almighty 
has been pleased to throw a thick and dark . 
veil, which no eye, save His own, can penetrate. 
But how distant soever they may possibly be 
in themselves, yet to every one of us the day 
of eternal judgment is, in effect, very near, and 
even at our door. For aught that we can tell, 
another day, or even another hour, may behold 
us shut up in the prison of death, where we 
shall be detained until the voice is heard pro- 
claiming, “ Arise, ye dead, and come to judg- 
ment!” Now, in whatever state we are when 
death lays his arrest upon us, the final judg- 
ment shall assuredly find us; for “there is no 
work, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, nor device 
in ‘lie grave, whither we are going:” but “in 
the place where the tree falleth, there shall it 
be.” ‘ Watch, therefore, and if ye ready, for 
in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
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man cometh. Blessed is that servant, whom 
his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing.” 


And will the Judge descend, 
And must the dead arise ; 

And in that crowd not one escape 
His all-discerning eye ? 


How will our hearts endure 
The terrors of that day, 

When heaven and earth before His face, 
Dissolving, pass away ? 


But ere the trumpet shake 
The mansions of the dead, 

Hark, from the Saviour’s gentle voice 
What joyful tidings spread! 


Let us then seek His grace, 
Whose wrath we cannot bear; 

Fly to the shelter of His cross, 
And find salvation there. 
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Then shall the trumpet’s sound, 
When time’s brief flight is o’er, 
Call us to joys at God’s right hand, 

And pleasures evermore. 


Nes wre, Dies «lla. 


Day of anger, that dread day 
Shall the sign in heaven display, 
And the earth in ashes lay. 


Oh, what trembling shall appear, 
When His coming shall be near, 
Who shall all things strictly clear ! 


When the trumpet shall command, 
Through the tombs of every land, 
All before the throne to stand, 


Death shall shrink and nature quake, 
When all creatures shall awake, 
Answer to their God to make. 
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See the book divinely penn’d 
In which all is found contain’d, 
Whence the world shall be arraign’d! 


When the Judge is on His throne, 
All that’s hidden shall be shown, 


Naught unpunish’d or unknown ! 


What shall I before Him say ? 
How shall I be safe that day, 
When the righteous scarcely may ? 


King of awful majesty, 
Saving sinners graciously, 
Fount of mercy, save Thou me! 


Leave me not, my Saviour, one 
For whose soul Thy course was run, 


Lest I be that day undone. 


Thou didst toil my soul to gain ; 
Didst redeem me with Thy pain; 
Be such labour not in vain! 


Thou just Judge of wrath severe, 
Grant my sins remission here, 


Ere Thy reckoning day appear. 
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My transgressions grievous are ; 
Scarce look up for shame I dare ; 
Lord, Thy guilty suppliant spare! 


Thou didst heal the sinnev’s grief, 
And didst hear the dying thief: 
Even I may hope relief. 


All unworthy is my prayer ; 
Make my soul Thy mercy’s care, 
And from fire eternal spare ! 


Place me with Thy sheep, that band 
Who shall separated stand 
From the goats, at Thy right hand! 


When Thy voice in wrath shall say, 
Curséd ones, depart away ! 
Call me with the blest, I pray! 


Lord, Thine ear in mercy bow! 
Broken is my heart and low: 
Guard of my last end be Thou! 


In that day, that mournful day, 
When to judgment wakes our clay, 
Show me mercy, Lord, I pray! 


Henry ALFoRD. 


4 Bete Biya eh 26k a0 
cy / = - - . 
, Oh Silo 4 
r ie —. 
Mal SUke aikoe cai 4 


' oer 
#® a 
. as 

é . » 


aS 


Ghe Celestial Canaan, 


Epu, i. 13, 14. 


“Tn whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation : in whom also, after 
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory.” 


Hep, xi. 14-16. 


“For they that say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of 
that country from whence they came out, they might 
have had opportunity to have returned. But now they 
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God; for he hath 
prepared for them a city.” 


HEs. iv. 9. 
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” 


1 Pet. i. 3-5. 


“ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” 


Though nature’s strength decay, 
And earth and hell withstand, 
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way 
At His command ; 
The watery deep I pass 
With Jesus in my view, 
And through the howling wilderness 
My way pursue. 


The goodly land I see, 
With peace and plenty blest, 
A land of sacred liberty, 
And endless rest : 

There milk and honey flow, 
And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life for ever grow, 
With mercy crown’d. 


There dwells the Lord our King, 
The Lord our Righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 
The Prince of Peace! 
On Sion’s sacred height 
His kingdom still maintains, 
And, glorious with His saints in light, 
For ever reigns ! 


He keeps His own secure ; 
He guards them by His side; 
Arrays in garments white and pure 
His spotless Bride : 
With streams of sacred bliss, 
With groves of living joys, 
With all the fruits of Paradise, 
He still supplies. 
THOMAS OLIVERS, 
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Devt. xxxiv. 1-3. 

‘And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the 
mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over 
against Jericho; and the Lord showed him all the land 
of Gilead, unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto 
the utmost sea, and the south, and the plain of the valley 
of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar.” 


4 have here an account of the last scene 
| in the history of Moses, the illustrious 
ll law-giver and leader of the children of 
Israel. They were at this time on the borders 
of the land of Canaan, and about to enter on the 
possession of it; and it might have been ex- 
pected, that he, who had been the honoured 
instrument of leading them forth, free and tri- 
umphant, out of the land of oppression, and the 
house of bondage, and who had superintended 
all their wanderings in the wilderness, would 
have been privileged to introduce them into their 
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promised rest. Instead of this, however, the 
Divine command was given to him, “Get thee 
up into this mountain Abarim, and see the land 
which I have given unto the children of Israel; 
and when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be 
gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother 
was gathered. For ye rebelled against my 
commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife 
of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water 
before their eyes, that is, the water of Meribah 
in Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin.” In obe- 
dience to this command, he ascended to the top 
of Pisgah, the loftiest peak in the range of hills 
skirting the borders of Moab, to which the name 
of Abarim was given, and thence was permitted 
to enjoy the promised survey of the earthly in- 
heritance of Israel. We can easily conceive 
how deeply and intensely he must have felt, 
while gazing upon the beautiful and enchanting 
landscape that was now spread out at his feet. 
But his contemplation was not bounded by his 
natural vision, We cannot doubt that, stand- 
ing, as he now did, on the very brink of the 
spiritual Jordan, he beheld by the eye of faith 
the scene beyond, and gazed upon the spacious 
land that lies beneath the shining sky of im- 
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mortality; and thus, while he was excluded 
from the enjoyment of the earthly type, his soul 
in his last moments was cheered and animated 
by the prospect of an entrance being ministered 
unto him abundantly into the spiritual antitype. 
The prospect which Moses on this occasion 
beheld from the summit of Mount Pisgah, is 
analogous to that which the saints of God fre- 
quently enjoy on earth of the heavenly country 
to which they are travelling. ‘True it is, they 
cannot behold with the bodily eye the scenes of 
that goodly land beyond Jordan, which is 
watered and refreshed by the streams of the river 
of life, for that is a privilege which eternity 
alone will confer upon them. But it is the pro- 
vince of faith, which is represented in Scripture 
as the organ of spiritual vision, to present to 
their view the unseen realities of the future state. 
Like Moses, they can stand, as it were, on 
Pisgah’s top, and, in the visions of faith, look 
abroad with delight on the splendid panorama 
of the land of the blessed. They can take the 
perspective-glass of God’s Word, and with joyful 
hearts contemplate that beauteous region, where 
the promises are fulfilled, and hope is exchanged 
- for full fruition. 
F 


82 THE CELESTIAL CANAAN. 


Owing to the thick veil that sin and mor- 
tality have spread over our minds, we can, even 
with the light of revelation, but dimly and 
imperfectly descry the beauty and the glory of 
those future scenes. Here we know but in part, 
and see through a glass, darkly; and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be. Yet, happily 
for us, enough may be seen through the interpos- 
ing clouds of earth, and sense, and sin, to enable 
us to form some conception of the glory that is 
yet to be revealed, and to stimulate and ani- 
mate us to press onwards to the full enjoyment 
of the celestial inheritance. All nature is ran- 
sacked for images and illustrations to portray 
that ‘far-off land of mystery and magnificence.” 
These images and illustrations, bright and glow- 
ing as they are, can never indeed either fully 
or fittingly define the sublime reality ; for that 
no human language can express, no human 
mind conceive. Yet, as it is by means of such 
figurative descriptions, with which the Scriptures 
abound, that the greater part of our knowledge 
of the glory and felicity of the future world is 
obtained, the contemplation of them is at once 
the duty and the privilege of all Christians, and 
cannot fail, when properly conducted, to enliven 
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our best affections, and make us long for that 
better world yet to come. Here, the Scriptures 
are our only direction; and so long as we are 
guided by them, and confine ourselves to what 
they reveal, without seeking to pry into things 
too great for us, we shall not greatly err; for 
“that which is revealed belongeth unto us.” 

Amid the various allusions by which heaven 
is represented to our spiritual vision, one of the 
most beautiful and appropriate is borrowed from 
the earthly Canaan, which Moses beheld from 
the summit of Pisgah. Thus the apostle, in his 
Epistle to the Hebrews, represents the rest of 
the children of Israel in the land of Canaan, as 
an emblem of that heavenly “rest which re- 
maineth to the people of God;” and, speaking 
of the ancient patriarchs, he says, “ But now - 
they desire a better country, even an heavenly.” 
In our present contemplation, therefore, of “the 
better land,” we shall briefly notice some of the 
leading points of resemblance between it and 
the earthly Canaan. 

The ancient Canaan was emphatically a land 
of promise. It was “the land which the Lord 
sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 
Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed,” 
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So, also, is it with regard to the celestial country, 
to which all the spiritual Israel of God are 
journeying. It is solemnly pledged to them by 
the word and covenant of that God ‘ who can- 
not lie.” He hath explicitly assured them, that 
“ there remaineth a rest to the people of God;” 
and “being willing more abundantly to show 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of 
His counsel, He hath confirmed it by an oath; 
that by two immutable things in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us.” Accordingly, 
in the language of faith they declare, “ We are 
journeying to the place of which the Lord hath 
said, I will give it you.” And though they 
be still in the wilderness of the world, yet do 
they sometimes taste of the fruits of the heavenly 
Canaan, The Holy Spirit of promise, which is 
given unto them, is the earnest of their inherit- 
ance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession. His seal upon their hearts is an 
assurance, that God will give them the inherit- 
ance hereafter; while the joy and peace, flowing 
from that faith, which He worketh in them, are 
a foretaste of that fulness of joy, of which they 
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shall partake, when they shall exchange the . 
first fruits for the harvest, the earnest for the 
full payment, the pledge for the possession ; 
when the grapes of Eshcol shall be forgotten in 
the vintage of Canaan, and the wanderers of 
the wilderness safely lodged in the land of their 
hope, and in the mansion of their God. 

The ancient Canaan was a land of extraordi- 
nary fertility and abundance, affording all things 
necessary for the support and comfort of life. 
As described by the great Promiser, it was “ the 
glory of all lands,” a “land flowing with milk 
and honey;” and, in exhorting the people to 
obedience in regard of God’s dealings with them, 
Moses spake of it as ‘a good land and a large; a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains, and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills; a land of 
wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and 
pomegranates; a land of oil-olive and honey; a 
land wherein they should eat bread without 
scarceness, and in which they should lack no- 
thing ; a land whose stones were iron, and out 
of whose hills they might dig brass.” Such, 
too, is the better country, even the heavenly. 
There, peace, and plenty, and prosperity con- 
tinually abide. Its inhabitants are abundantly 
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satisfied with the fatness of God’s house; and He 
will make them drink of the rivers of His plea- 
sures. It is, indeed, a good and pleasant land, 
whose verdant fields, smiling under the unclouded 
light of the Sun of Righteousness, are gladdened 
by the crystal streams of the river of the water 
of life, issuing ever fresh from its inexhaustible 
fountain, the throne of God and the Lamb, and 
beautified by a tree of “richer verdure and 
sweeter fragrance than ever bloomed beneath 
terrestrial skies,”—the Tree of Life, rich at once 
in blossom and fruitage, bearing all manner of 
fruit, yielding fruit every month, pleasant to the 
eyes, and good for food. There, the spiritual 
Israel lack nothing that is really necessary to 
their true enjoyment and felicity ; for in God’s 
presence there is fulness of joy, and at His right 
hand are pleasures for evermore. 

The earthly Canaan was a land of rest. On 
their entrance into it, the Israelites rested not 
only from Egyptian bondage, but also from all 
their wanderings in the desert of Arabia, and 
from all their wars with the idolaters. So, in 
the region where the Christian pilgrimage is to 
terminate, the faithful enjoy complete rest from 
all the fatigues of their journey, from whatever 
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occasioned uneasiness, or prevented their constant 
enjoyment of God while in the wilderness of the 
world. There, all vicissitude and insecurity 
are past, trial and temptation are unknown, 
warfare is ended in perfect victory, toil 1s ended 
in perfect repose, sin is ended in perfect holiness, 
sorrow is ended in perfect bliss. There, “ the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
at rest.” “The righteous enter into peace”’ 
and rest. “And I heard a voice from heaven 
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours ; and their works do follow them.” 

The earthly Canaan was a land of permanent 
residence. Concerning it, God declared to Abra- 
ham, “ To thee will I give it, and to thy seed 
for ever.” And compared with their wanderings 
in the wilderness, the settlement of the Israelites 
in that promised inheritance was a permanent 
one. But still, though they possessed it for 
life, every succeeding generation of them did so 
“but a little while,” as they had to quit it at 
death ; and even in their national capacity, it 
was soon taken away from them, as the disper- 
sion of the Jews at this day bears witness. But 
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the celestial Canaan is an “ eternal inheritance, 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them 
who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last 
time.” ‘The redeemed of the Lord “shall go no 
more out’ from it for ever. Were the fear to 
arise in their minds that at some future period 
they would be compelled to quit it, its hills of 
frankincense would lose their fragrance, its 
flowers would blossom to them in vain, and they 
would feel themselves incapable of relishing 
their best enjoyments. But they are not only 
secure from all change, but from every fear of 
it. Their felicity is sure in itself, and in their 
persuasion. ‘They know and feel that they are 
safe for eternity. 

The earthly inheritance of Israel was freely 
bestowed upon them. They obtained it, not be- 
cause they were greater or better than the other 
nations of the earth; but “ because the Lord 
had a delight in them to love them.” “ Speak 
not saying, For my righteousness the Lord hath 
brought me in to possess this land.” “ Not for 
thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine 
heart, dost thou go in to possess this land ; but 
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for the wickedness of these nations, and that he 
may perform the word which the Lord sware.” 
“Understand, therefore, that the Lord thy God 
giveth thee not this good land to possess it for 
thy nghteousness: for thou art a stiff-necked 
people.”’ In like manner, the heavenly Canaan 
is bestowed upon the spiritual people of God, 
not on account of any merit in themselves, or of 
any good works which they have performed, but 
solely and entirely because it is their ‘ Father’s 
good pleasure to give them the kingdom.” It 
is the gift of His free and sovereign kindness. 
“ Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” 
“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” “ By grace are ye saved, 
through faith ; and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God; not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” 
The earthly Canaan was a land into which 
many of the Israelites entered not, because of un- 
belief. They despised the pleasant land, and 
hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord. 
Therefore He lifted up His hand against them, 
to overthrow them in the wilderness. And 
even so, there are many to whom the gospel is 
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preached, but the word preached does not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in their hearts, 
Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left 
us of entering into the heavenly rest, any of us 
should seem to come short of it. Within sight 


of the Promised Land, let us beware of provok- 


ing the Lord by our unbelief to swear that we 
shall never enterin. Let us labour to enter into 
that rest. It is the purchased possession of the 
Saviour. Let us believe in Him and obey Him, 
that it may be ours. Though we may have 
much to endure in prosecuting our religious 
course, yet let us not be discouraged. Soon 
our journey will be ended, and He, who is the 
true Joshua, the Captain of our salvation, will 
conduct us across the boundary river of death, 
into the heavenly Canaan, the lot of our everlast- 
ing inheritance, where we shall exchange the pil- 
grim’s staff and the warrior’s sword, for the harp 
of praise and the palm of victory. 


Weve no abiding city here: 

This may distress the worldling’s mind ; 
But should not cost the saint a tear, 

Who hopes a better rest to find, 
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We ve no abiding city here: 
Sad truth! were this to be our home! 
But let this thought our spirits cheer,— 
We seek a city yet to come. 


We've no abiding city here: 

- Then let us live as pilgrims do! 

Let not the world our rest appear, 
But let us haste from all below. 


We've no abiding city here: 
We seek a city out of sight; 
Zion, its name, the Lord is there, 
It shines with everlasting light! 


Zion! Jehovah is her strength: 
Secure, she smiles at all her foes; 

And weary travellers at length 
Within her sacred walls repose. 


O sweet abode of peace and love, 

Where pilgrims freed from toil are blest ! 
Had I the pinions of the dove, 

I’d fly to Thee, and be at rest! 


THOMAS KELLY, 
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“ Now, Christians, hold your own—the land 
before ye 
Is open—win your way, and take your rest,” 
So sounds our war-note; but our path of glory 
By many a cloud is darken’d and unblest; 
And daily as we downward glide, 
Life’s ebbing stream on either side 
Shows at each turn some mould’ring hope or 
joy; 
The Man seems following still the funeral of the 
Boy. 


Open our eyes, Thou Sun of life and gladness, 
That we may see that glorious world of 
Thine! 
It shines for us in vain, while drooping sadness 
Enfolds us here like mist; come, Power be- 
nign, 
Touch our chill’d hearts with vernal smile, 
Our wintry course do ‘Thou beguile, 
Nor by the wayside ruins let us mourn, 
Who have th’ eternal towers for our appointed 
bourne. 
KEBLE. 
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We seek a rest beyond the skies, 
In everlasting day ; 
Through floods and flames the passage lies, 
But Jesus guards the way : 
The swelling flood, and raging flame, 
Hear and obey His word: 
Then let us triumph in His Name: 
Our Saviour is the Lord ! 
Joun NEwrTon. 
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Che Aightless dlorld. 


Isa. lx, 19, 20. 


“The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the 
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy 
God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended.” 


1 COR. xin. Le 


“For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to 
face: now I know in part; but then shall I know, even 
as also I am known.” 


Ps. xxx. 5. 


“For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is 
life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning.” 


Corie bl 


‘¢ Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the- saints in 
light.” 


Rev. xxi, 23. 


And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof.” 


Let me go! let me go! for the day is breaking, 
The skies have a streak of orient light ; 
The shadow of darkness the earth is forsaking, 
And the sunbeams are chasing the mists of the night ! 


Let me go! let me go! for I may not tarry, 
Hinder me not: for my home is there, 

Where angels are waiting my spirit to carry, 
And the pure white raiment is ready to wear ! 


Let me go! let me go! for the purple dawning 
Is mantling the dull, dark tomb of time : 

And there stealeth the rays of a blissful morning, 
That blushes and burns in a deathless clime ! 


I have done with sin, I have done with sorrow; 
I fly to the spotless realms of light, 

Where the day that is breaking shall have no morrow, 
And the sun that is rising shall have no night! 


REV. xxi, 25, 
“ For there shall be no night there.” 


Ka eq uk constant and regular alternation of 
NG e day and night is one of the most 

== beautiful proofs which nature pre- 
sents of the wisdom and goodness of. nature’s 
God; for, in our present condition, the periodi- 
eal return of night to our globe is to us a source 
of manifold blessings. It is then, that, by the 
merciful ordination of Heaven, “deep sleep 
falleth upon men,” whereby their bodies and 
minds, which have been wearied by exertion 
during the day, are at ease and rest. Then, 
too, do the silent dews of heaven descend upon 
the face of the earth, to refresh and nourish its 
parched and languishing fruits. Moreover, at 
that season the firmament discovers to our 
admiring view the silvery noon, and those un- 
G 
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numbered stars, which roll through the immen- 
sity of space, and the contemplation of which 
furnishes us with the most impressive and en- 
larged views of the magnitude and magnificence 
of the works of creation, and awakens within 
us feelings of reverence and humility towards 
the great Author of all we survey. According 
to our present constitution, therefore, the 
absence of night from our globe would be the 
reverse of a blessing to us. 

There are other particulars, however, in 
which night wears a cheerless and melancholy 
aspect. For when “the sable goddess” 
stretches forth her sceptre over the world, the 
whole face of nature is wrapt in darkness and 
dreariness, so that we can see and do nothing, 
as we can in the bright and cheerful light of 
day. Contemplated in this aspect, night fitly 
represents a state of ignorance, pollution, and 
sorrow; and it seems to be with a view of 
denoting the entire exclusion from it of all such 
evils, that, respecting the heavenly world, it is 
announced that “there shall be no night 
there.” 

This figurative description of the heavenly 
world, then, suggests that there, no sgnorance 
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is to be found. The natural darkness, with 
which night overspreads the face of the material 
world, is frequently employed in Scripture as 
emblematic of the condition of those, who are 
destitute of spiritual knowledge and understand- 
ing. Accordingly, mankind are characterised 
as being by nature involved in darkness; nay, 
they are said to: be darkness itself. When, 
therefore, it is declared concerning heaven that 
“there shall be no night there,” this language 
must be regarded as intimating, that, from that 
blessed world, all the mists and clouds of 
ignorance shall be completely, and for ever dis- 
pelled. 

The people of God, having been encom- 
passed by the cheering beams of the “Sun of 
Righteousness,” are, indeed, become “light in 
the Lord;” but, so long as they remain in this 
world, such is their remaining ignorance, and 
such the imperfection of their views, that their 
condition is only that of benighted pilgrims, 
around whom all seems dark or uncertain, a 
few rays of Divine truth excepted, which 
sparkle amidst the gloom, to guide their steps 
and cheer their souls, Not only are their 
intellectual faculties darkened and disordered 
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by the influence of sin, but the knowledge 
communicated to them is also limited and im- 
perfect. They are but little acquainted with 
the nature and attributes of God, the extent of 
His works, and the plans of His government. 
But what they know not now, they shall know 
hereafter. Then, the light which is in them, 
and which is now feeble as that of the moon, 
shall “ be as the light of the sun, and the light 
of the sun shall be sevenfold.” Placed under 
the beams of meridian splendour, they shall 
“see God as He is;” and the “ ways of the 
Lord” which are now “ past finding out,” shall 
then be clearly unfolded to their admiring view. 
Then shall it be seen that all things, whether 
prosperous or adverse, have been working to- 
gether for their good. Then, too, shall the 
depths of the Divine wisdom in the grand 
scheme of their redemption by Jesus Christ 
be more minutely traced and more thankfully 
adored, and they shall be able more fully “to 
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height; and to 
know the love of Christ,” which, in its full 
extent, “passeth knowledge.” For,” says 
the great apostle, “we know in part, and we 
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prophesy in part; but when that which is per- 
fect is come, that which is in part shall be done 
away. When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I understood as a child, I thought asa 
child; but when I became a man, I put away 
childish things. For now we see through a 
glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know, even as 
also I am known.” 

This figurative description of the heavenly 
world intimates, that there, moral pollution will 
be unknown. It is behind the curtains of night 
that men perpetrate many deeds of shameful 
iniquity. “They that are drunken, are drunken 
in the night.” ‘ The murderer, rising with the 
light, killeth the poor and needy, and in the 
night is as a thief. The eye also of the 
adulterer waiteth for the twilight, saying, No 
eye shall see me; he disguiseth his face. In 
the dark, they dig through houses, which they 
had marked for themselves in the day-time: 
they know not the light. or the morning is to 
them even as the shadow of death.” Hence it is, 
that, in the figurative language of the Bible, 
the term darkness is used to denote sin, or 
moral pollution, just as the opposite and equally 
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expressive term light is applied to signify holi- 
ness, or moral purity. ‘Thus, to convey to us 
some idea of the infinite purity of God, it is 
said of Him, “He is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all;”’ whilst it is declared of those 
who live in sin, that they “rebel against the 
light,’ and “walk in darkness.” In like 
manner, when we read of heaven, that “ there 
shall be no night there,” we are reminded that 
it is a place of perfect purity. 

Although, under the influence of a living faith, 
rendered effectual by the agency of the Holy 
Spirit, the people of God are, even at present, 
delivered from the reigning power and love of 
sin, yet it still dwelleth in them. Even those, 
who are most adorned with the beauty of 
holiness, are not seldom humbled to the very 
dust, by reason of their manifold infirmities and 
shortcomings. ‘ When they would do good,” 
they frequently find, that “evil is present with 
them;” and though they “delight in the law 
of God after the inward man,” they yet “see 
another law in their members, warring against 
the law of their mind, and bringing them into 
captivity to the law of sin, which is in their 
members.” And the consciousness of all this 
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sometimes spreads a deep gloom over their 
minds, the painful effect of which is to obscure 
those views of God and of His grace, in which 
consists so much of their spiritual life and joy. 
At such seasons, their situation is that of one 
sitting in darkness, whose sun has gone down, 
and from whom the moon has withdrawn itself. 
But there shall be no night of sin in heaven. 
There shall in nowise enter into it anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomina- 
tion or maketh a lie. There, the people are all 
righteous; they are “made perfect,” ‘ without 
fault before the throne,” “not having spot nor 
wrinkle, nor any such thing, but holy, and 
without blemish.” No longer does the con- 
sciousness of imperfection and still remaining 
depravity embitter their enjoyments, or becloud 
the brightness of their prospects. All the remains 
of sin and the dregs of corruption are left far, 
and for ever behind. They are made pure, as 
Christ himself is pure, and perfect, as their 
Father in heaven is perfect. 

_ This figurative description of the heavenly 
world intimates, also, that there, sorrow will be 
unknown. With the darkness of the night we 
-naturally associate all that is gloomy and un- 
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comfortable. Hence, in Scripture, it represents 
a time of adversity and affliction. In this sense, 
the prophet Isaiah, when speaking of God’s 
judgments upon the land, says, “All joy is 
darkened;” while, in the Book of Job, it is 
declared concerning those who are visited by 
sorrow, or afflicted by suffering, that “ God their 
Maker giveth them songs in the night.” The 
declaration, therefore, that “there shall be no 
night” in heaven, must be viewed as affirming 
the entire exemption of its inhabitants from all 
the sorrows and sufferings of their earthly 
pilgrimage. To the people of God, no less 
than to the unbelieving and ungodly, the present 
life is a painful and a chequered scene. Here, 
like others, they are exposed to pain and sickness, 
and have “ wearisome nights appointed to them.” 
They may be doomed to suffer the hardships 
of poverty, or their hearts may be torn with 
anguish when bereaved of their children or 
friends, to whom they were knit by ten thousand 
ties, and whom they loved as their own souls. 
Exposed in common with the rest of mankind 
to the ordinary evils of life, they are often 
weighed down by anxieties and distresses which 
are peculiar to themselves. Not seldom does 
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the world load them with unmerited reproach, 
while at all times its malignant influence exer- 
eises a blighting power both over their improve- 
ment and their felicity. From innumerable 
sources do their present sorrows flow, and the 
' streams in all their sad variety follow them, 
more or less, until their earthly race is run. 
But there shall be no night of sorrow in heaven. 
All the ills of mortality are there forgotten, or 
remembered only as midnight’s feverish dreams, 
when one awakes amidst the brightness and the 
melody of morn. ‘There, disappointment and 
anxiety are unknown. ‘There, there is no sick- 
ness to blast, nor death to devour. ‘There, there 
are no wearisome nights, no dismal moanings, no 
tossings to and fro till the dawning of the day. 
There, the bonds of affection shall never be 
broken, the heart’s strings shall no more be 
stretched with sorrow for the departure of those 
whom we dearly love; all the friends of Jesus 
and of God shall meet again never to be sepa- 
rated any more forever. ‘There, no enemy shall 
assault, nor temptation annoy; there shall be 
nothing to hurt or to destroy in all God’s 
holy mountain. There, “there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
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shall there be any more pain; for the former 
things are passed away.’’ All is one blessed 
scene of delight, and joy, and immortality, 
illumined with the light of Jehovah’s counte- 
nance—the benignant smile of Him, in whose 
“presence is fulness of joy,” and at whose 
right hand are “ pleasures for evermore.” Nor 
shall the light of those celestial regions ever 
wane. Whatever may here occasion darkness 
_ to the people of God shall be thence removed, 
and the light of their heavenly Father’s counte- 
nance shall be lifted up upon them for ever. 
“Their sun shall no more go down; neither 
shall their moon withdraw itself; for the Lord 
shall be their everlasting light, and the days of 
their mourning shall be ended.” 

Is there then, reader, no night of ¢gnorance in 
heaven? ‘This teaches you a lesson of patience. 
For however dark and perplexing the conduct 
of Providence may now to your limited view 
appear, yet, in that world of perfect light, the 
ways of God shall be fully justified to men, and 
you shall gladly own, that He hath “done all 
things well.” Instead, therefore, of murmuring 
and rebelling against His dealings, seek to 
cultivate an humble, patient, and submissive 
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mind; and how severe and protracted soever 
may be the chastisements, which He sees meet 
to lay upon you, be it yours quietly to 


“ Wait the great teacher Death, and God adore.” 


Is there no night of sem in heaven? This 
teaches you a lesson of holiness. The unsancti- 
fied soul can never find an entrance there. The 
pure in heart,” and they only, “shall see God;” 
for “except a man be born again, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” Amid the 
unclouded splendour of that sinless world, the 
unholy would only be like the melancholy bird 
of night, dislodged from her darksome retirement, 
imprisoned under the beams of day. To be 
happy with God hereafter, mankind must become 
like Him in holiness here. “ For what fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? 
and what communion hath light with darkness?” 
Seek, then, to make the attainment and cultiva- 
tion of moral purity the constant object of your 
thoughts, your endeavours, and your prayers, 
remembering that you can go to heaven without 
riches, without learning, without friends, but 
that “without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.” 
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Is there no night of sorrow in heaven? This 
addresses to you a word of comfort. The hope 
of that glorious world of joy may well revive 


and cheer your soul, amid all the difficulties and — F 


trials of this wilderness of woe. The night is 
far spent, the day is at hand. Soon shall the 
morning break, and the shadows flee away. 
“ Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning;” and then “all these 


light afflictions, which are but for a moment,” 


shall be found to have been only “ working for 
“you a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory!” 


Far from these narrow scenes of night 
Unbounded glories rise, 

And realms of infinite delight 
Unknown to mortal eyes, 


Fair distant land! could mortal eyes 
But half its joys explore, 

How would our spirits long to rise 
And dwell on earth no more! 
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There pain and sickness never come, 
And grief no more complains : 

Health triumphs in immortal bloom, 
And endless pleasure reigns. 


No cloud those blissful regions know 
For ever bright and fair ; 

For sin, the source of mortal woe, 
Can never enter there. 


P] 


There no alternate night is known, 
Nor sun’s faint sickly ray ; 

But glory from the sacred throne 
Spreads everlastiug day. 


Oh may the heavenly prospect fire 
Our hearts with ardent love, 

Till wings of faith and strong desire 
Bear every thought above! 


Prepare us, Lord, by grace divine, 
For Thy bright courts on high; 
Then bid our spirits rise and join 
The chorus of the sky. 
ANNE STEELE. 


Che Crue Holy of Hollies. 


1 Kivas viii. 10, 11. 

“ And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the 
holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister because 
of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house of the Lord.” 

Pe; lxxvi.' 2. 


“In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in 
Zion.” 

Pe, xcyi. 6, 

“Honour and majesty are before him; strength and beauty 
are in his sanctuary.” 

Ps. xviii. 11. 

“He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round 
about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies.” 

JOB xxvi. 9. 

“‘He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his 
cloud upon it.” 

Hep, vii. 24, 25. 

“But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.” 

REV. viii. 38, 4. 

“And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a 
golden censer; and there was given unto him much in- 
cense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all 
saints upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came 
with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel’s hand,” 


Ye golden lamps of heaven, farewell, 
With all your feeble light ; 

Farewell, thou ever-changing moon, 
Pale empress of the night. 


And thou, refulgent orb of day, 
In brighter flames array’d ; 

My soul, that springs beyond thy sphere, 
No more demands thine aid. 


Ye stars are but the shining dust 
Of my divine abode, 

The pavement of those heavenly courts 
Where I shall reign with God. 


The Father of eternal light 
Shall there His beams display ; 
Nor shall one moment’s darkness mix 
With that unvaried day. 


No more the drops of piercing grief 
Shall swell into mine eyes; 

Nor the meridian sun decline 
Amid those brighter skies. 


There all the millions of His saints 
Shall in one song unite, 

And each the bliss of all shall view 
With infinite delight. 


Partie Doppr 


~Sfp. 


FESO 


HEBs. ix: 24. 


“The holy places made with hands, which are the figures 
of the true.” 


HIE tabernacle in the wilderness, and 


ae ts oi 


the temple at Jerusalem, were each 
composed of three principal parts. 
First, there was a spacious area or court, where, 
under the open sky, stood the altar of burnt- 
offering, and the brazen laver, and whither the 
whole congregation might come with their offer- 
ings. Next to this, was a large apartment, 
designated the Sanctuary, or Holy Place, into 
which it was the prerogative of the priests alone 
to enter, and where stood the golden candle- 
stick, the table of show-bread, and the altar of 
incense. And lastly, beyond this, lay the third 
or innermost chamber, called the Holy of Holies, 
where, amidst gross darkness, were placed the 


ark. of the covenant, with its hovering cherubim, 
ig) 
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the golden pot of manna, and the miraculous rod 
of Aaron that budded. This was the chamber 
of audience, and the place of the oracle; and 
to this, the high priest alone had access once 
a-year, upon the great day of atonement. 

In the words placed at the head of this 
chapter, reference is plainly made to this inner- 
most and most sacred enclosure of the ancient 
tabernacle and temple; while the apostle in- 
timates, that between it, and the celestial sanc- 


tuary, in which the High Priest of our profession — 


now ministers, there obtained a decided and de- 
signed resemblance. ‘This he infers from the 
circumstance, that, when Moses was on the 
secret summit of Sinai, holding solemn and 
mysterious conference with God, there was ex- 
hibited ta him in vision some model, or plan of 
heaven, according to which he was commanded 
to make the tabernacle. Jor, in the immediately 
preceding chapter, he says, ‘f The priests, accord- 
ing to the law, serve unto the example and 
shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was ad- 
monished of God when he was about to make 
the tabernacle; for, See (saith he) that thou 
make all things according to the pattern showed 


to thee in the mount,” 'Thus authorised by the _ 


Wye ae 
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apostle, therefore, we proceed to trace some of 
the more prominent points of analogy between 
the ancient holy of holies, and the heaven of 
heavens, of which it was designed to be the 
type or pattern. 

We begin, then, by observing, that the holy 
of holies was the dwelling-place of Jehovah, 
where He was wont to manifest Himself in visible 
glory. It will be remembered, that, above the 
ark, at the two extremities, were two figures of 
cherubim, overshadowing with their outstretched 
wings the lid, or mercy-seat, and that, between 
the cherubim was “the cloud of glory,” which 
betokened the Divine presence, and which is so 
frequently mentioned in Scripture, as the “ glory 
of the Lord.” Hence he was invoked by the 
saints of old, as ‘‘ He that dwelleth between the 
cherubim.”’ 

Even so, in the upper sanctuary, does Jehovah 
manifest the brightness of His glory to the in- 
numerable hosts of holy angels and blessed 
spirits, by whom He is there unceasingly 
worshipped. It is true, that, as a spirit, He 
can never be the object of direct or immediate 
perception to “mortal sense.” Accordingly, it 
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is declared of Him in Scripture, that “no man 
hath seen God at any time,” and that He is 
“the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, who only hath im- 
mortality dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto, whom no man hath seen, 
nor can see.” But while to the bodily eye, God 
is, and ever must be invisible; yet, in heaven, 
He exhibits a manifestation of His presence and 
glory, such as is afforded in no other region of 
the universe. There, Jesus Christ, whoisthe 
“‘image of the invisible God,” “the brightness 
of His Father’s glory, and the express image of 
His Father’s person,” dwells in human nature, 
and appears in a visible form, officiating as the 
great High Priest of His Church. There, too, 
by some transcendent visible glory, does the 
Father Himself, whom “ heaven, and the heaven 
of heavens, cannot contain,” manifest and make 
known His peculiar presence. Hence “he who 
saw the Apocalypse,” declares, that “the New 
Jerusalem has the glory of God,” that it “has 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine 
in it, for the glory of God lightens it;” and 
that he “saw no temple therein, for the Lord 
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God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 
it’”’—expressions, which would seem to imply, 
that, in the true holy of holies, there is not only 
some outward and visible emblem of God’s in- 
expressible majesty, but that that emblem will 
diffuse itself everywhere, the whole of the upper 
sanctuary being illuminated with the glory of 
God, and adorned with the most impressive in- 
dications of His august presence. 

The ancient holy of holies was the most 
splendid and magnificent part of the tabernacle 
and temple. Such was the elaborate, costly, and 
highly decorative character of its whole interior 
and furniture, that the accounts given of it in 
the sacred writings almost baffle conception. 
Whatever may have been the splendour of the 
surrounding courts, it was far outshone by the 
grandeur and beauty of this innermost shrine. 
Indeed, it may be readily conjectured, that these 
outer constructions formed but, as it were, the 
ring, in which this costly gem was set. 

In this respect, however, it presented only a 
dim and shadowy emblem of heaven—the most 
magnificent region of the universe. It is reason- 
able to presume, that the true holiest, as the 
-dwelling-place of Jehovah’s glory, will, in its 
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outward appearance, be worthy of Him for 
whose residence it has been prepared. Accord- 
ingly, in the descriptions given of it in Holy 
Writ, the most beautiful and magnificent images 
are employed, so as to justify the admiring 
exclamation of the sweet singer of Israel ; 
“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of 
God!” Itis represented as the paradise of God, 
where grows the tree of life, and through all 
whose borders gently glides the river of the 
water of life, issuing ever fresh from its in- 
exhaustible fountain, the throne of God and 
the Lamb. It is spoken of as Mount Zion, the 
antitype of the earthly hill, on which were 
erected the temple of Jehovah, and the palace 
of Judah’s Kings, and which David celebrated 
as ‘‘ beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole 
earth.”’ . It is described as a city, the New 
Jerusalem, the city of the great King, whose 


foundations are garnished with all manner of © 


precious stones, whose wall is of jasper, and 
whose streets are paved with the purest gold. 
These descriptions unquestionably suggest, that 
the celestial sanctuary will present to the view 
of those who worship therein, displays of magni- 
ficence and splendour, incomparably superior to 


~ 
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those exhibited in any other department of 
Jehovah’s boundless dominions. 

A. still more impressive idea of the unrivalled 
magnificence of heaven is given, when it is 
described as the peculiar workmanship of the 
Almighty. Unlike the ancient holy places, 
this sanctuary has not been “ made with hands.” 
It was not erected by any creature, neither 
was it formed out of any pre-existent matter, 
but created immediately by God Himself. It 
is the “ true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched 
and not man;” the sanctuary, “not of this 
building;” the “city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” It is true, 
that all things were made by Hin, but this 
was intended for the master-piece of His works, 
the brightest display of His creative power and 
goodness. If, then, the visible creation present 
such resplendent displays of beauty and magni- 
ficence ; if, when we walk abroad into the fair 
field of nature, and survey the blooming earth, 
the verdant forests, the lofty mountains, the 
spacious sea, the outspread firmament, with the 
sun in his strength, the moon in her beauty, 
and the stars in their brightness, we are irre- 
sistibly impressed with a deep sense of the 
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power, and wisdom, and goodness of the " 
Creator; how inconceivably brighter must be 
the splendour and the glory of that world, in 
the embellishment of which He has lavished, 
so to speak, the resources of His inexhaustible 
wisdom and His illimitable power! And if the 
other parts of the universe, which may be re- _ 
garded as the outer courts of the heavenly 
temple, be so arranged as to exhibit beauty 
and grandeur in every prospect, how far beyond 
all this must be the splendours and the glories 
of heaven, the innermost and holiest shrine, 
where Jehovah’s footstool has been prepared, 
and His throne erected ! 

The ancient holy of holies was, by Divine 
appointment, entirely concealed from those who 
worshipped in the outer courts. With the most 
vigilant care, was it kept sacred from all intru- 
sion. ven from the holy place, where the 
priests were wont to minister, it was separated 
by a thick curtain, or veil of curiously em- 
' broidered tapestry ; while the holy place itself 
was hidden from the people at large, who wor- 
shipped in the courts without, by means of a 
second veil of a similar description. 

There can be no question, that all these 
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arrangements, by which the ancient holy of 
holies was kept sacred from intrusion, were 
primarily designed to be emblematic of the parti- 
cular character of that dispensation, with which 
they were directly connected, as signifying that 
“the way into the holiest of all was not yet 
made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was 
yet standing.” At the same time, however, 
they present a beautiful type of the physical 
concealment, with which God has been pleased 
to invest the heaven of heavens, the throne of 
His manifested glory. Between these, the 
outer courts of the temple, and that loftiest 
shrine of this vast universe, He has stretched 
an impervious and impenetrable veil. Heaven 
is indeed a great and glorious reality ; but it is 
only by the eye of faith that it can be descried 
on “this dim spot which men call earth.” Itis 
as much beyond our sight, as though it had no 
existence. Liven with all the light which the 
gospel has shed on it, it is a glory that yet re- 
mains to be revealed. Jehovah has wisely 
veiled it from mortal eyes; for were the curtain 
entirely withdrawn, could we continually and 
steadfastly behold the splendours of the throne 
of God, and the radiance of that city which hath 
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no need of the light of the sun; and could we 
distinctly hear the acclamations and the halle- 
lujahs of the innumerable company of wor- 
shippers in the celestial sanctuary, religion, it 
is clear, would cease to be a voluntary service 
—we should be forced to attend to objects so 
transcendently glorious thus brought near to us. 
Such an unveiled manifestation of “ heaven’s 


unbounded glories” would raise us too far 


above the sphere in which we are called to act, 
and disqualify us for the duties and the enjoy- 
ments of earth and time; it would leave no 
room for the exercise of faith, and hope, and 
self-denial; and, in short, would be utterly in- 
compatible with our present state of being, as 
a state of trial and discipline. Meanwhile, 
therefore, the Almighty ruler requires us to 
walk by faith, and not by sight, and accord- 
ingly, hides not only Himself, but also the seat 
of His peculiar presence—the place where His 
glory is more immediately displayed. “ Verily, 
thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of 
Israel, the Saviour.” ‘ He holdeth back the 
face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud 
upon it.’ “He maketh darkness his secret 
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place; his pavilion round about him are dark 
waters and thick clouds of the skies.” 

The holy of holies was the scene of the most 
solennn and impressive ceremonies which the Jewish 
high-priest ever performed. Once a year, on 
the great day of atonement, he entered alone 
into that innermost recess, carrying with him 
the blood of sacrifice and the censer of incense. 
The blood he sprinkled upon the mercy-seat, 
and before the mercy-seat; while the incense, 
being burnt, invested the ark with a cloud of 
fragrance, which filled the sanctuary. Mean- 
while, his voice was heard amid the silence and 
solitude of the sacred building, uttering the 
prayer of intercession. He then returned to the 
expecting congregation without, to announce the 
acceptance of the sacrifice of atonement, and to 
bless them “ out of the house of the Lord.” 

This most impressive ceremony is declared 
by the apostle to be typical of Christ’s entrance 
into the true holiest of all. ‘ Christ being come 
an High Priest of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building ; 
neither by the blood of bulls nor of goats, but 
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by his own blood, he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us.” ‘For Christ is not entered into the 
holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us.” Even 
as the Jewish high priest, when he had shed 
the blood of the appointed victims in the outer 
court of the tabernacle, entered within the inner— 
veil; so Jesus, the anointed High Priest of our 
profession, after He had offered one sacrifice for 
sin, disappeared from this earth, and passed 
through the veil of these visible heavens, until 
He took His place “on the right hand of God.” — 
There, in that same nature, in which He suffered, 
and made atonement for the sins of the world, 
does He “ appear in the presence of God for us,” 
“bearing His own blood,” pleading on our be- 
half the completion of the one sacrifice, by 
which He “hath perfected for ever all them 
that are sanctified,” and standing with His — 
golden censer, to offer up the incense of His in- _ 
tercession with the prayers of all saints. He — 
appears there still in the character of “a Lamb 
as it had been slain;” and the blood of atone- 
ment, which He poured forth on the cross of — 
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Calvary, is the ground of His intercession with 
God, and that which renders it prevalent and 
effectual to obtain for His people all that He 
asks on their behalf. Nor is the hour far dis- 
tant when, at last, He shall come forth from 
before Jehovah’s throne, to bless His expecting 
people, and absolve them from all their iniqui- 
ties, in presence of an assembled universe; for 
“unto them that look for Him, shall He appear 
the second time, without sin, unto salvation.” 
How just and suitable is the apostle’s inference 
from this view of our Lord’s priesthood: ‘ Hav- 
ing therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way, which he hath consecrated for us 
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and 
having an High Priest over the house of God ; 
let us draw near with a true heart, in full assur- 
ance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
pure water.” 

Many centuries have passed over our world 
since all traces of the “ holy places made with 
hands” have been swept away. Neither the 
solid and eostly materials of which it was com- 
posed, the sacred purposes to which it was 
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applied, nor the awful glory which once dwelt 
in it, have preserved from decay and ruin the 
tabernacle of the congregation, the work of 
divinely-inspired Bezaleel and Aholiab. Con- 
cerning the “ holy and beautiful house” which 
crowned the summit of Moriah, and which was 
the glory of all lands and the joy of the whole 
earth, the Redeemer’s prediction is accomplished, 
and not one stone is left upon another; but the 
tabernacle above is one, that shall never be 
taken down ; it is an abiding mansion eternal in 
the heavens. It is not subject to decay, and 
while all other things shall wax old and perish, 
this shall still endure, and continue through 
eternity to be the wonder and the glory of this 
glorious universe. 

While this everlasting temple is still hidden 
from our view, let the hope, which the gospel 
inspires, be to us “as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the veil; whither the forerunner is 
for us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest 
for ever, after the order of Melchisedec.” And 
having this hope in us, let us purify ourselves 
even as He is pure. The temple of God is 
holy, and nothing opposed to moral purity can 
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ever be admitted there. ‘ Without holiness, 
no man shall see God.” The pure in heart 
alone—the generation that seek Him, and none 
others—shall dwell through eternity in His 
heavenly temple. “Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in 
His holy place? He that hath clean hands 
and a pure heart ; who hath not lifted up his 
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully: he 
shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation.” 


os 


I praised the earth, in beauty seen 
With garlands gay of various green; 
I praised the sea, whose ample field 
Shone glorious as a silver shield ; 
And earth and ocean seem’d to say, 
“ Our beauties are but for a day.” 


I praised the sun, whose chariot roll’d 
On wheels of amber and of gold; 
I praised the moon, whose softer eye 
Gleam’d sweetly through the summer sky ; 
And moon and sun in answer said, 

“ Our days of light are numberéd.” 
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O God! Oh good beyond compare! 

If thus Thy meaner works are fair, 

If thus Thy bounties gild the span 

Of ruin’d earth and sinful man, 

How glorious must the mansion be, 

Where Thy redeem’d shall dwell with Thee! 
BisHop REGINALD HEBER. 


What is the heaven our God bestows ? 
No prophet yet, no angel knows ; 
Was never yet created eye 
Could see across eternity ; 
Not seraphs wing for ever soaring 
Can pass the flight of souls adoring, 
That nearer still and nearer grow 
To th’ unapproachétd Lord, once made for them’ 
so low.” 
KEBLE. 


Sweet place, sweet place alone! 
The court of God most high, 
The heaven of heavens, the throne 

Of spotless majesty ! 
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O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face ? 


Earth ’s but a sorry tent 
Pitch’d for a few frail days, 
A short-leased tenement ; 


Heaven’s still my song, my praise. 


O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face? 


Jerusalem on high 
My song and city is, 
My home whene’er I die, 
The centre of my bliss; 
O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face? 


Thy walls, sweet city, thine, 
With pearls are garnished ; 
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Thy gates with praises shine, 
Thy streets with gold are spread ; 
O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face ? 


No sun by day shines there, 
Nor moon by silent night: 
Oh no! these needless are ; 
The Lamb’s the city’s light. 
O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face? 


There dwells my Lord, my King, 
Judged here unfit to live; 
There angels to Him sing, 
And lowly homage give; 
O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face ? 


Meee SIO TIOLY OF HOLIES., 138 


Ah me! ah me! that I 
In Keday’s tents here stay! 
No place like this on high ! 
Thither, Lord! guide my way! 
O happy place! 
When shall I be, 
My God, with Thee, 
To see Thy face ? 


SAMUEL CROSSMAN. 


Che hrte-robed Throng, 


CE 


Mart, xiii. 43, 


“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the king- 
dom of their Father.” 


Rom. viii. 30. 
“ Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called; 
and whom he called, them he also justified; and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.” 


REv. iii, 4, 5. 

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not 
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in 
white: for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the 
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not 
blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will con- 
fess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” 


Rev. xxii. 3-5. 


“ And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him: and they shall see his face; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night 
there ; and they need no candle, neither light of the 
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they 
shall reign for ever and ever,” 


There is a blessed home 
Beyond this land of woe, 
Where trials never come, 
Nor tears of sorrow flow; 
Where faith is lost in sight, 
And patient hope is crown’d, 
And everlasting light 
Its glory throws around ! 


There is a land of peace, 
Good angels know it well; 

Glad sounds that never cease ce. 
Within its portals swell ; - 

: Around its glorious throne ‘a 

ve Ten thousand saints adore 

oy Christ, with the Father one, 

, And Spirit, evermore ! 


oe as Oh joy all joys beyond, 4 
bs To see the Lamb who died, —— 
And count each sacred wound 6 
In hands, and feet, and side; 

7 To give to Him the praise 

Of every triumph won, 

And sing through endless days 
The great things He hath done! 


if Look up, ye saints of God, 
Nor fear to tread below 

The path your Saviour trod 

s Of daily toil and woe; = 

rs. Wait but a little while 

P In uncomplaining love, 

Bs His own most gracious smile 

Shall welcome you above ! ;. 

Sir Henry Baker, 
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Rey. yu. 13-15. 


“ And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence 
came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. 
And he said to me, These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are 
they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple.” 


tate ntl book of Revelation, more than any 
AWS other part of the inspired volume, 
: abounds in descriptions of the happy 
and glorified state of the redeemed in the celes- 
tial world. In the preceding verses of the 
chapter, from which the above quotation is se- 
lected, we are presented with an account of a 
magnificent vision of heaven with which the 
apostle John was favoured, during his ban- 
ishment in the desolate island of Patmos. The 
curtain, which conceals the world of glory from 
human inspection, was lifted up, and he beheld 
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an innumerable multitude of all nations before 
the throne of God, clothed with white robes, 
and having palms in their hands. The re- 
deemed were seen immediately around the 
throne, and the angels without the circle were 
uniting with them, in ascribing salvation to 
God, and unto the Lamb. No sooner had St 
John beheld this glorious company, and heard 


their heavenly strains, than “ one of the elders. 


answered, saying unto him, What are these, 
which are arrayed in white robes ? and whence 
came they?” The apostle, however, without 
presuming to say what they were, or whence 
they came, modestly referred it to his instructor 
to inform him. Upon this, the elder proceeded 
thus to explain the vision: ‘ These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple.” 

From this description of the blessed inhabi- 
tants of heaven, we are naturally led to consider 
their past history. “These are they which 
came out of great tribulation.” This declara- 
tion has, doubtless, a primary and principal re- 
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ference to the case of those primitive martyrs 
who suffered under the scourge of papal per- 
secution. But it is no less applicable to the 
condition of all, in every age and in every situa- 
tion of life, who have obtained, or may hereafter 
obtain, that “eternal life,” which is “ the gift of 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” “In 
the world,” said our Lord to His followers, ‘ye 
shall have tribulation;” and the Faithful Witness 
did not lie. All who have lived godly in this 
world have suffered persecution in one form or 
another. Tor their allegiance to their Saviour, 
some have been spoiled of their worldly goods, 
and exiled from their home and country, while 
others have been scourged, imprisoned, and put 
to death, amidst all manner of cruel insult and 
horrible torture. And though in countries and 
ages like our own, the progress of civilisation, 
and the indirect influence of the gospel on civil 
laws and institutions, forbid the assaults of open 
violence and persecution, yet still there are those 
who, in prosecuting the path of Christian duty, 
must lay their account with sustaining ‘the 
world’s dread laugh,” its withering frown, its 
busy opposition, its bitter scorn, its keen re- 
proach. Nor is it from the world alone that the 
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tribulation of believers arises; they have to 
encounter also the assaults of that wicked one _ 
under whom the world lieth. Often are they in 
heaviness through his manifold temptations; 
and though he shall not be suffered finally to 
prevail against their faith and holiness, yet his 
envenomed sting inflicts upon them many a 
painful wound, and the buffetings of some of his 
messengers are all but intolerable. P 

But it would be endless to recount the varied 
forms, under which tribulation visits the people _ 
of God in their present state. Indeed, a larger 
portion of suffering falls to their lot, than is ex- 
perienced by the ungodly. For “whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and he scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.” It is a part of — 
His fatherly discipline, that, through much tri- 
bulation, His people must enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. In order to the enjoyment of that — 
eternal life which He has promised to bestow — 
upon them, it is necessary that their characters _ 
be refined and purified ; and no means are found — 
so effectual to serve this desirable end, as — 
afflictions when sanctified by the Spirit of God. 
Without these, we should be in danger of being - 
satisfied with this world as our rest; and, en- 
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chanted by the loveliness and beauty of the 
scene which surrounds us, we might wish to 
live here alway, and thus be content to barter 
away our bright inheritance for pleasures that 
must eventually perish, and for joys, upon 
which time and death must exert their all- 
powerful and destructive influence. Therefore 
does God, in His infinite wisdom and love, send 
us afiliction to wean us from earth, and make us 
meet for heaven, And in the end, it will be 
seen that “though not for the present joyous 
but grievous,” all those tribulations to which 
His people are subject in this vale of tears, have 
only been “working out for them a far more 
exceeding, even an eternal weight of glory.” 
But the words of the elder in describing the 
blessed inhabitants of heaven imply, that their 
former condition was one of pollution, as well as 
suffering. It is said, that “they have washed 
their robes and made them white.” Had there 
been no defilement, there would have been no 
need of any washing. But there was a period 
in their mortal history, when they were polluted 
by sin. Naturally, they were altogether as an 
unclean thing in the sight of God, and all their 
righteousnesses were as filthy rags, And in this 
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polluted state they continued to exist, until they 
were made the subjects of the regenerating in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, and were enabled to 
“put off concerning the former conversation, the 
old man, which is corrupt, according to the deceit- 
ful lusts, and to put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holi- — 
ness.” But, even after this saving change had 
been effected, their garments were far from being 
perfectly white and pure. So long as they con- 
tinued in this world, they were never beyond the 
reach of temptation, or free from the workings of 
inbred corruption ; and even in their most ad- 
vanced period of spiritual improvement, they 
found themselves daily constrained to confess 
unto God, that their iniquities were gone over 
their heads, and that they were as an unclean 
thing before Him. 

But from the contemplation of their past his- 
tory, let us turn our thoughts to the present con-— 
dition of the heavenly multitude. It is set forth 
as one of unsulhed purity. ‘'They have washed 
their robes, and made them white.” Though 7 
once sinners, they are now made perfect in holi- — 
ness. ‘They are faultless and blameless before — 
the presence of their God ; having neither spot — 
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nor wrinkle, nor any such thing. All the 
temptations and snares by which they were 
beset on earth are withdrawn. All the infirmi- 
ties, the corruptions, and evil propensities of 
their nature have been laid aside with the 
mantle of flesh; for into that high sanctuary, 
nothing shall enter that defileth, Oh! what a 
blessed thought is this to the child of God who 
is daily struggling against his corruptions! It 
assures him, that yet a little while, and his 
struggle shall end in victory, and, released 
from all the fetters by which he is now bound, 
and from all the obstacles by which his progress 
is now retarded, he shall enter on a career of 
uninterrupted and perfect holiness. 

While the white robes of the redeemed indi- 
_ cate their unspotted purity, they also suggest 
that their present condition in the upper world 
is one of perfect happiness and joy. As in the 
kingdom of heaven sin can have no place, so 
neither can the voice of sorrow ever be heard 
there. These white robes cover not one sad 
heart. All the tribulations of life—all the 
sufferings and sorrows, the afflictions and 
bereavements of mortality, are now at an end. 
Such painful discipline is no longer needful. 


vs 
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It has served its purpose, and now there is 
nothing but unmingled happiness and unending 
rejoicing. “ The ransomed of the Lord shall 
return and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away.” ‘ God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God ; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying: neither shall 
there be any more pain, for the former things 
are passed away. ‘They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.” 

Their present condition is also one of the 
highest honour. ‘They are “ before the throne,” 
a phrase expressive of the peculiar favour with 
which they are received by the King of glory, 
and of their intimate communion with Him. 
If it be reckoned a high honour to approach an 
earthly throne, or to stand in the presence of 
an earthly monarch, how incomparably greater 
must be the honour of standing before the 


a 
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majestic throne of the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Yet such honour have all the re- 
deemed in heaven. Arrayed in the robes of 
immortality, they appear not in the character 
of suppliants, but, with holy confidence, they 
stand, as devoted servants, ready to fulfil the 
high behests of their Almighty Sovereign. 
Once they were afar off, under the curse, with- 
out either the power or the disposition to draw 
nigh, for they were aliens and enemies by 
wicked works; but now, they are brought nigh, 
and dwell for ever at God’s right hand. On 
earth, clouds and darkness were round about His 
throne ; but now they behold the unveiled mani- 
festation of His presence. No longer do they see 
as through a glass darkly, but behold God face 
to face, and know even as also they are known. 

Their present condition is represented, farther, 
as one of active service. “They serve God day 
and night in his temple.’ Although, in other 
parts of Scripture, they are said to be in a con- 
dition of rest, yet we are not thence to infer, 
that they are mere recipients of Divine favour, 
without their powers being called into vigorous 
exercise. That is only one among various 
representations of their state; and in order to 
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form a consistent and scriptural idea of the 
subject, we must combine them together. It is 
indeed a state of rest, of repose from all the 
agitations, and distresses, and turmoils, incident © 
to a state of discipline and trial. But it is also 
a state of unceasing and unwearying service. 
Their whole pleasure is to do God’s will, and to 
obey His commandments. It is not, indeed, 
given to us fully to know or comprehend, in 
what particulars the services of heaven consist; 
but we may naturally presume, that the re- 
deemed shall be employed in contemplating the 
great and glorious perfections of God, in cele- 
brating His praises, and in rendering Him the 
honour that is due unto His wonderful works in 
nature, providence, and grace. But whatever 
may be their nature, we may rest assured that 
these services will no longer partake of the 
weakness and corruption inseparable from our 
earthiy condition; but that they will be, in the 
highest degree, pure, spiritual, and sublime, 
suitable, in every respect, to the dignity and 
greatness of immortal minds, and worthy of the 
high and holy Being to whom they are rendered. 
For ever freed from the clogs and fetters of sin, 
the redeemed do God’s will,—even as it is done 
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by the blessed angels amid whom they dwell,— 
with joy and fervency, without weariness or 
distraction. 

It now remains that we consider the means by 
which they attained their present exalted condi 
toon. “They have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
Neither by themselves, nor by any created 
being, could the deep stains of their guilt and 
pollution have been washed away. But behold 
the device of infinite wisdom and the triumph 
of abounding mercy! The guilt of their apos- 
tacy was imputed to their generous Surety, and 
those influences of the Holy Spirit were procured 
by His sufferings and death, which purged their 
consciences from dead works to serve the living 
- God. Having washed in the fountain thus 
opened for sin and for uncleanness, they were 
- delivered, not only from the guilt and impu- 
- tation of sin, but also from its power and 
_ dominion: they were not only “ justified”’ but 
also “sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
_ and by the Spirit of our God.” Nor is this all. 
_ For it is in consequence of the same spiritual 
_ washing, that they were exalted to glory, and 


are now enjoying all the blessedness of heaven, 
; K 
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“Therefore” it is, that “they are now before 
the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple.” They occupy their pre- 
sent glorious position, not because of their 
original purity, for they were all by nature 
guilty and polluted, the degenerate branches of a 
strange and degenerate vine; not because of their 
own merit or the strength of their own virtue, for 
they were deeply conscious, as they frequently 
confessed, that in their flesh dwelt no good 
thing, and that when they would do good evil 
was present with them; not even because of the 
great tribulation out of which they have come; 
but solely because, feeling their guilt and 
danger, and renouncing all righteousness of 
their own, they had fled for refuge to Jesus 
Christ, and laid hold on His precious blood, as 
the only ground of their dependence before God. 
A sinner saved by grace is the distinctive char- 
acter of every one who has been exalted to 
glory. The finished work of Jesus Christ, as 
it was the theme of the believer’s song in the 
house of his pilgrimage, so is it that of his 
highest strains, when he stands before the throne 
above. The whole company of the saints in 
heaven unite in singing to the honour of the — 
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Saviour, “ Unto him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever!” All personal merit is eternally ex- 
cluded; and glorious as their condition is, no 
emotion of pride ever rises in their hearts; but, 
casting their crowns at the Divine footstool, they 
ery with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation to 
our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb!” 


I saw, and lo! a countless throng, 
Th’ elect of every nation, name, and tongue, 
_ Assembled round the everlasting throne ; 
With robes of white endued, 
The righteousness of God ; 
And each a palm sustain’d 
In his victorious hand; 
When thus the bright melodious choir begun : 
| “Salvation to Thy name, 
_ Eternal God, and co-eternal Lamb! 
In power, in glory, and in essence, One!” 
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So sung the saints. Th’ angelic train 
Second the anthem with a loud Amen: 
(These in the outer circle stood, 

The saints were nearest God :) 

And prostrate fall, with glory overpower’d, 
And hide their faces with their wings, 
And thus address the King of kings: 

All hail! by Thy triumphant Church adored! 
Blessing and thanks, and honour too, 

Are Thy supreme, Thy everlasting due, 


Our Triune Sovereign, our propitious Lord!” 


While I beheld th’ amazing sight, 

A seraph pointed to the saints in white, 

And told me who they were, and whence they 

came ; 

“ These are they, whose lot below 
Was persecution, pain, and woe: 
These are the chosen purchased flock, 
Who ne’er their Lord forsook : 

Through His imputed merit free from blame ; 
Redeem’d from every sin; 

And, as thou seest, whose garments were made 
clean, 


Wash’d in the blood of yon exalted Lamb. 


EaeY 
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“Saved by His righteousness alone, 

Spotless they stand before the throne, 
And in th’ ethereal temple chant His praise; 

Himself among them deigns to dwell, 

And face to face His light reveal : 

Hunger and thirst, as heretofore, 

And pain, and heat, they know no more, 
Nor need, as once, the sun’s prolific rays: 

Immanuel here His people feeds, 

To streams of joy perennial leads, _ [face.” 
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every 


Spirit of Light! thrice holy Dove! 


Brighten my sense of interest in that love 


~ Which knew no birth, and never shall expire! 


Electing goodness, firm and free, 

My whole salvation hangs on thee, 
Eldest and fairest daughter of eternity ! 

Redemption, grace, and glory too, 

Our bliss above, and hopes below, 

From her, their parent-fountain, flow. 
Ah! tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me! 
Thou, who hast kindled my intense desire, | 
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire, 

And let me my election know! 
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Then, when Thy summons bids me come up 
higher, 
Well pleased I shall from life retire, 
And join the burning hosts, beheld at distance 


now. 
A. M. Topuapy. 


od 


Palms of glory, raiment bright, 
Crowns that never fade away, 

Gird and deck the saints in light, 
Priests and kings and conquerors they. 


Yet the conquerors bring their palms 
To the Lamb amidst the throne, 

And proclaim, in joyful psalms, 
Victory through His cross alone. 


Kings for harps their crowns resign, 
Crying, as they strike the chords, 

“Take the kingdom, it is Thine, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords.” 


Round the altar priests confess, 
If their robes are white as snow, 
"Twas the Saviour’s righteousness, 
And His blood that made them so. 


THE WHITE-ROBED THRONG. 151 


Who were these? On earth they dwelt; 
Sinners once, of Adam’s race; 

Guilt, and fear, and suffering felt ; 
But were saved by sovereign grace. 


They were mortal too, like us; 
Ah! when we like them must die, 
May our souls, translated thus, 
Triumph, reign, and shine on high! 
JAMES MONTGOMERY, 


f 


Ghe Retward of the Righteous in Heaven, 


Ps, lviii. 11. 
“So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the 
righteous: verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth,” 


Mart, vi. 20. 
“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 

do not break through nor steal.” 


Matt. x. 41, 42. : 

“ He that receiveth a prophet, in the name of a prophet, shall 
receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a 
righteous man, in the name of a righteous man, shall 
receive a righteous man’s reward. And whosoever shall 
give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto 
you, he shall in no wise lose his reward,” 


Hep. x. 35. 


~* Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 


recompense of reward.” 


Rev. xxii. 12. 


* And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work shall be.” 


Our life is but an idle play, 
And various as the wind; 

We laugh and sport our hours away, 
Nor think of woes behind. 


See the fair cheek of beauty fade, 
Frail glory of an hour; 

And blooming youth with sickening head, 
Droops like the dying flower. 


Our pleasures like the morning sun 
Diffuse a flattering light; 

But gloomy clouds obscure their noon, 
And soon they sink in night. 


Wealth, pomp, and honour, we behold 
With an admiring eye; 

Like summer insects, dress’d in gold, 
That flutter, shine, and die. 


One little moment can destroy 
Our vast laborious schemes; 
And all our heaps of solid joy 
Are sweet deceitful dreams. 


Then rise, my soul, and soar away 
Above the thoughtless crowd; 

Above the pleasures of the gay, 
And splendours of the proud. 


Up where eternal beauties bloom, 
And pleasures all divine, 
Where wealth, that never can consume, 
And endless glories shine ! 
Henry Moors. 


Mart, v. 12. 


** Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward 
in heaven.” 


ipeail there be one truth more explicitly 
%| revealed in Scripture than another, it is, 
J that eternal life is entirely the gift of 
God’s sovereign kindness. Even in his original 
state of holiness and perfection, it is evident 
that man could do no more than it was his duty 


to do, and could therefore lay claim to no reward 
at the hand of his Creator. Much less is it 
possible for fallen creatures to merit anything, 
save punishment, at the hand of an offended 
God. Our best services are deeply stained 
with guilt, and wholly unprofitable to the Most 
High; and if eternal life be bestowed upon us 
at all, not unto us, but unto His great name, 
must be ascribed all the glory. The reward is 
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“of grace, and not of debt.” Those very works, 
which God is pleased to honour, are the effects 
of His renewing and sanctifying grace. For 
He who “ ordains peace for us,” “ hath wrought 
all our works in us.” 

There can be no question, however, that the 
sacred writers frequently represent eternal life 
as a reward, conferred on those who have served 


the Lord with fidelity, and suffered for His sake 


—— ¢ 


in the present world. ‘ Great,” says Christ, — 


“ig your reward in heaven.” ‘ Your reward 
shall be great, and ye shall be called the children 
of the Highest.” And St Paul assures us, 
“ Hivery man shall receive his own reward; if 
any man’s work abide, he shall receive a reward.” 
“Ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance.” 
But, in these passages of Scripture, there is 
nothing incongruous with the strictly gratuitous 
nature of celestial blessedness; for the exertions 
necessary to obtain it are themselves the gift of 
God, nothing that is good in the creature being 
independent of the Creator, or originating with- 
out Him. When thus set forth as a reward, 
heaven is simply promised as a motive to 
encourage us in every good word and work, but 
not as a merited recompense of our exertions. 


fsa 
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Such a representation of it is designed to teach 
us, that its felicity not only results from, but 
corresponds to, our present labours. It is a 
reward, because it is indissolubly connected 
with obedience and diligence in the ways of 
God. “ Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.” He only who “sows to the Spirit, 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” It is 
a reward also, because it will be conferred, in a 
degree proportioned to our religious improve- 
ment. ‘ Hvery man shall receive according to 
his own labour.” ‘The servant who gains five 
talents shall be made ruler over five cities, 


whilst the servant who gains ten talents shall be 


made ruler over ten cities.” ‘ He that soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he that 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” 
“As one star differeth from another star in 


glory, so will it be at the resurrection of the 


dead.” : 
Having thus explained the nature of the 
reward which God will hereafter bestow on His 
people, we proceed to consider some of those 
properties, by which it is contradistinguished 
from all earthly rewards. 

The reward, which awaits the people of God 


in heayen, is absolutely certain in tts attainment, 
if sought in the right way. In the pursuit of 
earthly honours and rewards, the successful 
competitors are few. In this race, though many 
start and hold out to the end, yet none but 
the foremost receiveth the prize. But in the 
Christian race, every one who endureth to the 
end shall be saved. He, who hath been faithful 
over a few things, shall be as certainly rewarded, 
as he who hath been faithful over many. Upon 
the one, no less than upon the other, shall the 
welcome plaudit be pronounced, “ Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.” A melancholy uncertainty 
characterises everything earthly. Whatever be 
the recompense after which the votary of the 
world aspires, he can never calculate with 
certainty on obtaining it. Even when he is 
stretching out his hand to lay hold upon the prize, 
which it may have been the object of his whole 
life to gain, not seldom does some unforeseen cir- 
cumstance arise to snatch it from his reach for 
ever. So true is it, that “ time and chance 
happen alike to all,” and that “the race is not 
always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong; 
nor riches to men of understanding; nor favour to 
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men of skill.” But how different it is with the 
heavenly reward! Never did the man, who 
strove to win it in God’s appointed way, find 
his labour in vain. To them, who by patient 
continuance in well-doing seek for glory, honour, 
and immortality, it is rendered certain by the 
unfailing promise of the God of truth. Nothing 
can ever disappoint them of it. It is laid up 
for them “in heaven,” and they are “ kept for it 
by the power of God through faith unto salva- 
tion.” It is thus a reward that is liable to none 
of the accidents of earth or time; and inasmuch 
as omnipotence is their guardian, it is impossible 
that any of them can come short of it. 

The heavenly reward is satisfying in tts 
nature, as well as certain of attainment. No 
earthly reward is adequate to satisfy the soul of 
man up to the full measure of its capacity of en- 
joyment. This truth is brought before us in 
many different forms in the Word of God, and 
is attested by the universal experience of man- 
kind. Even when obtained, the recompenses 
of time are vain and unsatisfying. The cove- 
tous man who imagines that wealth is the 
richest source of joy, finds that along with his 
acquisitions, his cares, anxieties, and troubles 
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increase. Eiven the man of science, who deems 
knowledge the chief source of felicity, discovers, 
that, as he increases knowledge, he increases 
sorrow, and that ‘‘much study is a weariness 
of the flesh.” The sensualist’s fancied enjoy- 
ments soon decline into a “nauseous satiety,” 
and too often the result of his licentious career 
is witnessed in the loss of fortune, the decline 
of health, a premature old age, the wreck of 
every worldly comfort, a fearful apprehension 
of Divine wrath, and an overwhelming dread to 
look beyond the grave. And as for the am- 
bitious man, who has ‘ waded through slaughter 
to a throne,” how are his dangers increased, and 
how soon does the verdure of his crown fade, 
and become useless! How often does he groan 
in private under his own burden, while the 
harassing toils of office never suffer him to enjoy 
a moment’s repose! ‘Thus the rewards, which 
the world holds out to her votaries, are unable 
to yield any true, full, or home-felt delight. In 


regard to every one of them, it may be said, in 


the words of the wisest of men, that ‘the eye 
is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with 
hearing,’ and that “the appetite is not filled.” 


_ But how different with the reward, which awaits 
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us in heaven! In having it, we shall be pos- 
sessed of a pure, unmingled good, that is fitted 
to do more than satisfy the longings of our im- 
mortal spirits. The felicity, which it shall 
yield, is suited to our nature, as rational and 
immortal beings; and instead of satiating the 
desires of the soul, or diminishing its relish, it 
enlarges its capacity of happiness, and advances 
its progress in perfection. Jor, in heaven, the 
blessedness of the redeemed is constantly derived 
from seeing Him, who is the fountain of every 
good, and before whom all the reputed goods of 
this world are nothing but vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. ‘They shall be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thy house, and 
thou shalt make them drink of the rivers of 
thy pleasures, for with thee is the fountain of 
life; in thy light shall we see light.” 

What still further enhances the heavenly re- 
compense is, that it is eternal in tts duration. 
Such is the precarious tenure of all earthly re- 
compenses, that we can scarcely call them our 
own. How frequently has it been found, that 
what man had with much labour and persever- 
ance acquired, is torn suddenly and unexpectedly 


away! Riches-take to themselves wings and 
i 
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flee away, and the possessor is left in the deso- 
lation of poverty. The fountains of pleasure, 
honour, and power, are dried up like the dew- 
drops before the sunbeam, and every imaginable © 
form of worldly pre-eminence becomes as though 
it had never been. Even when they are not 
taken from us, how often do earthly honours 
and rewards lose those qualities which at first 
appeared to us so valuable and desirable! T’hey 
are like short-lived flowers which would soon 


wither of themselves, though left untouched, 


but which still more hastily fade away, when 
plucked for our pleasure and gathered into our 
hand. In their own nature they are liable to 
decay and perish in the using; and though they 
were less corruptible than they are, how easily 
may the stroke of disease, or the shock of some — 
overwhelming calamity render us insensible to 
all the delights they are fitted to yield! At all 
events, we must sooner or later forsake them, 
when the solemn hour of death arrives. ‘ For 
he seeth that wise men die, and the fool like- 
wise perisheth, and leaves his wealth to others. - 
Though while he lived he blessed his soul, yet 
when he dieth, he shall carry nothing away; 
his glory shall not descend after him.” As he 
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came forth of his mother’s womb, naked shall he 
return, to go as he came, and shall take nothing 
of his labour which he may carry away in his 
hand.” But it is far otherwise with the “re- 
compense of the reward” in heaven. There, 
the righteous have “an enduring substance,’— 
‘an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away ”—“ an eternal weight 
of glory.” “At God’s right hand, there are 
pleasures for evermore ;” and, in that region of 
pure and unalloyed delight, “they shall reign 
with Him for ever and ever.” When myriads 
upon myriads of ages have rolled away, they 
shall still have a blessed eternity before them; 
still continue brightening in holiness, increasing 
in happiness, and rising in glory. How bound- 
less the thought! How joyous and transport- 
ing the prospect! 


Immortal! Ages past, yet nothing gone! 
Morn without eve! <A race without a goal, 
Unshorten’d by progression infinite. 
Futurity for ever future, life 

Beginning still, where computation ends. 


“Have respect,” then, Christian, “to the recom- 
pense of the reward.” Amid all the trials and 
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difficulties of life, let the anticipation of it lead 
you to be “steadfast, unmovable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord.” It is indeed well 
worthy of every toil and labour, so that we may 
justly apply the beautiful language of Addison, 
who in his allegorical description of human life, 
entitled ‘The Vision of Mirza,” represents the 
genius who explained the vision, as exclaiming 
with regard to the islands of the blessed, “ Are 
not these, O Mirza, habitations worth contend- 
ing for? Does life appear miserable, that gives 
thee opportunities of earning such a reward? 
Is death to be feared that will convey thee to 
so happy an existence? ‘Think not man was 
made in vain, who has such an eternity in re- 
serve for him.” Be it yours, therefore, to “ set 
your affection on things above, and not on things 
of the earth,” and to “run the race that lies before 
you” with patience and perseverance, rejoicing 
that “great is your reward in heaven,” and 
that “after you have suffered a while,” He who 
now stablishes, strengthens, and comforts you, 
will make youa partaker of His “ eternal glory.” 


RIGHTEOUS IN HEAVEN. 


The gold of earthly treasure, 
We count it all as dross; 

The sum of earthly pleasure 
Is vanity and loss. 


On Thee, O God! depending, 
We seek a nobler prize; 

A bright and never-ending 
Reward beyond the skies. 


Lo Thine own holy mountain, 
Oh, let us then press on! 

And drink we at the fountain, 
That gives us strength alone! 


Oh may we all things selling, 
Obtain one pearl above! 
And reach that happy dwelling 


Of everlasting love! 
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For the joy He sets before thee 
Bear a momentary pain ; 

Die, to live the life of glory; 
Suffer, with thy Lord to reign. 


CHARLES WESLEY. 


, 


THE REWARD, ETC. 


One sweetly solemn thought 
Comes to me o’er and o’er; 
I’m nearer my home to-day 
Than I’ve ever been before ; 
a Nearer my Father’s house 
: Where the many mansions be, 
Nearer the great white throne, 
Nearer the jasper sea ; 
Nearer the bound of life, 
Where I lay my burden down; 
Nearer leaving my cross, 
Nearer wearing my crown, 


Che Celestial Ransions. 


_ DEvT. xxvi. 15. 


“Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless 
thy people Israel, and the land which thou hast given 
us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land that floweth 
with milk and honey.” 


Ps. xlv. 15. 


“With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they 
shall enter into the King’s palace.” 


LUKE xi. 2. 


“And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven.” 


Rey. vii. 9, 10. 


“ After this I beheld, and, lo, a@ great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb.” 

2 Cor. v. 1. 

“For we know, that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” 


“ No shadows yonder :—= 
All light and song :— 
Each day I wonder, 
And say, how long 
Shall time me sunder 
From that dear throng ? 


No weeping yonder :— 
All fled away ! 

While here I wander 
Each weary day, 

And sigh as I ponder, 
My long, long stay. 


No partings yonder ! 
Time and space never 
Again shall sunder,— 
Hearts cannot sever,— 
Dearer and fonder 
Hands clasp for ever. 


None wanting yonder :— 
Bought by the Lamb, 
All gather’d under 
The ever-green palm, 
Loud as night’s thunder 
Ascends the glad psalm.” 
Bonar, 


JOHN xiv. 2, 


“In my Father’s house are many mansions.” 


paHESE words were addressed by our 
mi! blessed Lord to His disciples, on the 
night previous to His crucifixion, and, 
in uttering them, He afforded a most touching 
and endearing proof, that, “ having loved His 
own which were in the world, He loved them 
unto the end.” He had told them, that He was 
about to leave them, and to return unto His 
heavenly Father, and ‘because He had said 
these things unto them, sorrow had filled their — 
hearts.” They had all along expected Him to 
effect the emancipation of their nation from 
foreign thraldom, and had been disputing among 
themselves, which of them should be the 
greatest in the temporal kingdom, which they 
had no doubt He was about to establish. The 


170 THE CELESTIAL MANSIONS. 


thought, however, of His being taken away 
from them by a violent and cruel death, not 
only blasted all these hopes of temporal aggran- 
disement, but plunged them into an abyss of 
sorrow, knowing, as they did, that, by that 
mournful event, they would be under the neces- 
sity of parting with a Master, whom they dearly 
loved, at whose command they had forsaken all 
and followed Him, and whose presence and 
fellowship they every day felt to be more and 
more essential to their happiness. Fear, too— 
that magnifier of human ills—seemed to compass 
them about with ten thousand giant dangers, as 
they looked forward to the time, when, deprived 
of the comfort, guidance, and protection, which 
they were privileged to enjoy whilst He was 
with them, they should be the objects of the bitter 
scorn and fierce malignity of His enemies. Our 
Lord, who knew what was in man, was well 
aware of what was passing in the minds of His 
disciples. He saw how deeply and painfully 
they were affected, by the disclosures He had 
made to them. To allay their mental dis- 
quietude, therefore, and to afford them comfort 
amidst the melancholy scene that was to follow, 
He kindly promised them suitable support and 


. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THe CELESTIAL MANSIONS. 144 


consolation after His departure from them. 
With this view, He tells them whither he was 
going, and shows, that His departure, which, at 
first sight, seemed so fraught with discourage- 
ment and sorrow, was more conducive to His 
happiness and their own, than His continuance 
with them on the earth. “In my Father’s 
house,” says He, “are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you; and if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” 

From this consolatory assurance, we may 
learn some important particulars, respecting that 
blessed abode in which believers are to dwell, 
when their earthly career is run, 

Here, it will be observed, Christ speaks of it 
as [His Father's house. This language is evi- 
dently figurative; for we cannot suppose, that 
God’s essential presence is confined to any par- 
ticular place. Strictly speaking, the whole of 
this wide universe is God’s house. He is as 
truly present in every part of it, as in heaven 
itself; for,as He “inhabits eternity,” so He 
pervades, and occupies immensity. ‘“ Behold, 
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heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain him.” “Am I a God at hand, and not a 
God afar off?” ‘“ Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit ? and whither shall I flee from thy pre- 
sence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there. If I make my bed in hell, behold thou 
art there. If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy nght 
hand shall hold me.” But, although every- 
where present, yet heaven is the region, in which 
He chiefly displays the beams of His glorious 
majesty. There, are His throne, His palace, 
and His temple; there, He is seen as He is; 
and there, as the blessed and only Potentate, 
does He receive the adorations and the praises 
of innumerable hosts of glorious angels and — 
blessed spirits, and issue forth His commands 
for the government of the universe. 

From the representation here given us, it is evi- 
dent, that, though we ought to consider heaven, 
more as a state than a place of happiness, yet the 
idea of locality is not to be excluded. Our Lord, 
- in order to relieve the heart-trouble of His dis- 
ciples, assures them, that He was going to prepare 
a place for them, and that He would ultimately 
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take them to Himself, that where he was, there 
they might be also. And, in many other pas- 
sagesof Holy Writ, we are informed, that Jesus is 
gone into heaven, and that the saints are to dwell 
with Him for ever in the heavenly world. But 
there is another consideration, which, we think, 
clearly proves that heaven is a local and material 
habitation. We know, that into it the bodies of 
Enoch and Elijah were translated without seeing 
death, and that the body of our Saviour was 
beheld by the disciples ascending up into 
heaven. But, as these bodies must be material, 
though purified to a degree of which we can 
have no adequate idea, there must be a material 
habitation in which they are to exist. It is 
true, we know not in what particular spot of 
God’s boundless dominions that heavenly habita- 
tion is situate; but we entertain not the slightest 
doubt of its existence. We confidently regard 
it, as the world to which the souls of believers 
immediately go on their dismission from their 
bodies, and where, at the last great day, their 
glorified bodies shall participate the bliss of their 
immortal spirits. This is their rest, their proper 
home, and the place of their everlasting abode. 
In His Father’s house, Christ tells us, ‘ are 
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many mansions.” Our Lord here seems to 
allude to those. numerous chambers, which were 
occupied by the priests in the sacred precincts 
at Jerusalem; and He tells us, that each of His 
people shall have one of these bright mansions 
to himself. Tor we are by no means to confine 
His language to the chosen few, whom He was 
now addressing; it is no less applicable to all 
who should afterwards “ believe on Him through 
their word.” What anenlarged view is here con- 
veyed to us of the heavenly world! Init, there . 
is ample accommodation for that multitude of 
human beings, “‘ redeemed from every coun- : 


. 
‘ 


try, and tongue, and people on earth,” which 
no man can number. It already abounds with 
inhabitants; and more and more shall be added 
to it, until all the first-born are gathered in. 
From the circumstance of these mansions all 
being in one house, and that the house of a 
Father, it may be legitimately inferred, that 
heaven ts a place of social intercourse. A large 
amount of our present enjoyment has its origin 
in the exercise of the social affections. But the 
society, with which we mingle on earth, is — 
necessarily of a very mixed nature. In carrying 
out the ordinary affairs of life, the righteous and 
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the wicked must often meet together. The 
tares mingle with the wheat. ‘Lhe good and 
the bad often dwell under the same roof—they 
are found among the members of the same family 
—among the worshippers in the same sanctuary. 
But, into the society of the blessed in heaven 
no ungodly or wicked person shall ever be 
suffered to intrude. There, the “ wicked cease 
from troubling.” No chaff there mingles with 
the wheat, for He, whose fan is in His hand, 
shall have thoroughly cleansed His floor, and 
for ever separated the holy from the profane. 
Perfection and love distinguish the fellowship of 
the heavenly Jerusalem. There, the communion 
of the saints is free from every element of dis- 
cord, and there is nothing to hurt or to destroy 
in all that holy mountain. The whole company 
of the redeemed are there assembled, as one 
great, and glorious, and happy family, under 
one blessed Head; love there has its perfect 
work, and never faileth. 

As the society of heaven is perfectly har- 
monious, so also is it of the most exalted char- 
acter. In it, will be found the greatest, the 
wisest, and the best of men, from every nation, 
and of every age of the world. There, shall the 
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humblest Christian meet with those, who, in 
their day, were the lights of the world—the 
master spirits of every age and nation. There, 
are convened Adel, the first martyr, who “ being 
dead, yet speaketh;’’ Noah, the preacher of 
righteousness, who was saved in the ark amidst 
the deluge that overwhelmed the ungodly; 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, and the 
friend of God; Lsaac and Jacob, the children of 
promise; Moses, who communed with God, as a 
man talketh with his friend; Joshua, the captain 
of the Lord’s host, and the conqueror of the land 
of promise; David, the man after God’s own 
heart, and the sweet singer of Israel; Jsavah 
and Jeremiah, and all the inspired prophets of 
the Jewish Church ; «the apostles, and confessors, 
and martyrs of our faith; and all who, in every 
age, have shone conspicuous as the servants of 
God, and the benefactors of mankind. Heaven 
is the home of all these mighty and noble 
spirits. What an illustrious society! What a 
noble convention! ‘Ye are come,” says the 
apostle, ‘to Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and Church of the first-born, 
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who are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant.” 

In contemplating the blessed and harmonious 
society of heaven, how intensely interesting is 
the prospect, that, init, we shall recognise those, 
whom we have loved, and been loved by on 
earth! Oh, how consoling the thought that 
they are not lost, but gone before us; and that 
we, if animated with their spirit, and walking in 
their steps, shall yet meet them again in a 
world where parting is unknown. ‘To this, the 
apostle refers as a reason why we should bow 
with submission to the stroke of bereavement. 
“‘ Hor if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him. For the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first. ‘Then we which are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall 
we be ever with the Lord; wherefore, comfort 


one another with these words.” The same 
M 
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blessed prospect is held out to us in various 
other passages of Scripture. Thus, on the 
death of his infant child by Bathsheba, we find 
the Psalmist exclaiming, “I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me,’—thus consoling 
himself in his sorrow, with the thought that he 
should meet again the son whom he had lost. 
The whole account of the resurrection, and of 
the last judgment, proceeds on the supposition 
that men are to retain their identity, and must 
preserve their consciousness and remembrance 
of all they have done on earth. We cannot 
doubt, therefore, that friends will recognise each 
other in heaven. ‘This is implied in the assur- 


ance administered by St Paul to the Thessalonian — 
believers, that they should be his joy and crown ~ 
of rejoicing in the presence of our Lord Jesus © 


Christ at His coming. Butif he were not able to 
recognise their persons, it is difficult to see how 
their appearance could conduce to his felicity. 
From these, and other Scripture intimations, we 
are led to entertain the pleasing hope, that we 


shall one day be restored to those, who on earth — 


were our comfort and our joy, that we shall 
see them again immortal, glorious, free from all 
the weaknesses and imperfections, with which 
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they were here encompassed, and that, through 
eternal ages, those, whom death had sundered, 
shall rejoice in one another’s joy. 

In addition to the multitude of the redeemed 
from among men, the society of heaven embraces 
the holy angels—those lofty and dignified spirits, 
who were the first handywork of the glorious 
Creator, and whose appropriate employment it 
is to minister in the celestial sanctuary. Al- 
though occupying the highest rank in the scale 
of being, these intelligences cheerfully engage in 
offices of love to believers while on earth, for 
“are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion?” And, as they thus minister to them 
here below, so shall they with joy hail their 
emancipated spirits, and welcome them to the 
abiding scene of their joys; nay, they shall be 
their glad companions through eternity. How 
ineffably great is the privilege thus presented to 
our faith! 

But what is even all this, compared with the 
still more glorious prospect of dwelling for ever 
with Christ himself? He it is, that binds the 
whole society of heaven together, and in whom 
the united affections of saints and angels concen- 
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trate. THis presence constitutes the very essence 
of heaven’s felicity. Accordingly, He Himself 
represents it as the great consummation to be 
attained by His going away from earth, that 
where He was there His people might be also. 
Without the Saviour, the society of heaven 
would be incomplete. But He is there; to Him 
the saints are united ; and with Him shall they 
dwell for ever in His Father’s house. ‘They shall 
walk with Him in white among the groves of 
Paradise; they shall eat and drink with Him 
in His kingdom, and sit down with Him upon 
His throne. Here, their communion with Him 
is imperfect. ven those seasons, in which they 
are permitted to hold converse with Him, are 
but of brief duration, and at distant intervals ; 
but, in heaven, they shall be “ ever with the 
Lord.” ‘This is itself a paradise of joy. 


To be where Thou, my Saviour, art, 
To see and be conform’d to Thee, 
Perfect in holiness this heart, 
This, this is heaven itself to me. 
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Not lost, but gone before ; 
The pilgrim is at rest, 
His warfare now is o’er; 
He sits a welcome guest, 
Where prophets and apostles sing 
The triumphs of their Saviour King. 


Not lost, but gone before ; 
The wanderer is home; 
He dwells upon that shore 
Where sorrow cannot come, 
Yet still remembers kindred dear, 


And loved ones who are lingering here. 


Not lost, but gone before ; 
His soul is with the Lord, 
Who all his sorrows bore 
And loosed life’s silver cord ; 
But no lone flight the spirit sped, 
The way was by the Saviour led. 


Not lost, but gone before ; 
His house in ruin lies, 
But freely did he soar 
To realms beyond the skies ; 
A building of no mortal hand 
Receives him in the better land. 
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Not lost, but gone before ; 
We follow, Lord, with Thee: 
Our strength for evermore 
And guide, O Saviour! be. 
And bring us to the mansions bright, 
Where myriads serve Thee day and night. 


a 


Friend after friend departs ; 
Who hath not lost a friend ? 
There is no union here of hearts, 
That finds not here an end: 
Were this frail world our only rest, 
Living or dying, none were blest. 


Beyond the flight of time, 
Beyond this vale of death, 
There surely is some blessed clime, 
Where life is not a breath, 
Nor life’s affections transient fire, 


Whose sparks fly upwards to expire. 


There is a world above, 
Where parting is unknown; 

A whole eternity of love, 
Form’d for the good alone; 
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And faith beholds the dying here 
Translated to that happier sphere. 


Thus star by star declines 
Till all are pass’d away, 


As morning high and higher shines 


To pure and perfect day ; 
Nor sink those stars in empty night ; 
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They hide themselves in heaven’s own light. 


JAMES MONTGOMERY, 


Must friends and kindred droop and die, 
‘And helpers be withdrawn, 

While sorrow, with a weeping eye, 
Counts up our comforts gone ? 


Be Thou our comfort, mighty God! 
Our Helper and our Friend! 

Nor leave us in this dangerous road, 
Till all our trials end! 


Oh may our feet pursue the way 
Our pious fathers led ; 

With love and holy zeal obey 
The counsels of the dead! 
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Let us be wean’d from all below ; 
Let hope our grief expel; 
While death invites our souls to go 


Where our best kindred dwell. 


Isaac WATTS, 


ae 


Infants in Heaven. 


JEREM. xxxi. 15-17. 


“Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in Ramah, lamen- 


tation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her 
children, refused to be comforted for her children, be- 
cause they were not, Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy 
voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy 
work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they shall 
come again from the land of the enemy. And there is 
hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children 
shall come again to their own border.” 


Mart, xviii. 14. 


“Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, 


that one of these little ones should perish.” 
Mark x, 13-16. 


“ And they brought young children to him, that he should 


touch them; and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much 
displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein. And he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them,” 


Oh! see how soon the flowers of life decay, 

How soon terrestrial pleasures fade away, 

A star of comfort for a moment given, 

Just rose on earth, then set to rise in heaven. 

Yet mourn not, as of hope bereft, its doom, 

Nor water with thy tears its early tomb. 

Redeem’d by God from sin, released from pain, 

Its life were punishment, its death is gain, 

Though it be hard to bid thy heart divide, 

And lay the gem of all thy love aside, 

Faith tells thee, (and it tells thee not in vain,) 

That thou shalt meet thine infant yet again. 

On seraph wings the new-born spirit flies 

To brighter regions and serener skies ; 

And ere thou art aware, the day may be, 

When to those skies thy babe shall welcome thee, 

While yet on earth thine ever-circling arms 

Held it securest from surrounding harms; 

Yet even there disease could aim her dart, 

Chill the warm cheek, and stop the flutt’ring heart ; 

And many a fruitless tear-drop thou hast paid 

To view the sickness that thou couldst not aid, 

No ill can reach it now, it rests above, 

Safe in the bosom of celestial love. 

Its short, but yet tempestuous way is o’er, 

And tears shall trickle down its cheek no more. 

Then far be grief—Faith looks beyond the tomb, 

And heaven’s bright portals sparkle through the gloom, 

If bitter thoughts and tears in heaven could be, 

It is thine infant that should weep for thee. 
EDMESTON, 


2 Sam. xii. 23. 
“ But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring 
him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not re- 
turn to me.” 


Se LLESE words, when viewed in con- 
|. nexion with the circumstances under 
which they were uttered, shed a 
aie heht on the graves of aa, From 
the preceding context, it appears, that, when 
the child here referred to fell sick, Da- 
vid, his father, earnestly and perseveringly 
besought God for his recovery, and “ fast- 
ed, and went in, and lay all night upon the 
earth.” So overwhelming was his sorrow, 
on the occasion, that he refused to be com- 
forted, nor would he suffer any interruption of 
his prayer and humiliation. No sooner, how- 
ever, did he ascertain that the child was dead, 
than he “arose from the earth, and washed, 
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and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, 
and came into the house of the Lord, and wor- 
shipped: then he came to his own house; and 
when he required, his servants set bread before 
him, and he did eat.” On their expressing sur- 
prise at this demeanour, so unusual with men 
in such circumstances, he thus accounted for 
it; “While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept: for I said, who can tell whether God 
will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 
But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? 
can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me.” In this reply, 
he not merely expresses his conviction of his 
own mortality, and that the time was at hand, 
when he too would descend to the grave, as his 
child had now done; but declares his antici- 
pation of a happy reunion with his beloved 
offspring in a better world. Nothing less, in- 
deed, could have either satisfied his faith, or 
soothed his spirit. 

From this reply of David, therefore, we shall 
take occasion to inquire what conclusions we 
may scripturally draw, concerning the salvation 
of children dying in infancy. Such an inquiry 
is, unquestionably, one of deep and extensive 
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interest, It has been computed, that some- 
what more than one-third of the human race 
die, before they arrive at the years of under- 
standing. There are comparatively few families, 
in which some of the little ones have not been 


swept away by the ruthless hand of death. 


There is no flock, however watch’d and tended, 
But one dead lamb is there! 
There is no fireside, howso’er defended, 
But has one vacant chair! 
The air is full of farewells to the dying, 
And mournings for the dead: 
The heart of Rachel, for her children oe) 
Will not be qoiiedl 


To those, who have experienced such bitter 
bereavements, it must surely be a very natural 
and interesting question, what becomes of so 
large a proportion of the human family? The 
solicitude, inseparable from a parent’s heart, 
leads him to inquire, “Is it well with the 
child?” Whither is it gone? Where, and in 
what circumstances, does it now exist ? 

Various opinions have been put forth on this 
subject. Some have conceived, that the souls 
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of such as die in infancy are annihilated, or 
extinguished as a taper. This opinion is dis- 
countenanced, both by reason and Scripture. 
There is no such thing as annihilation in the 
wide universe. Jiven inert matter never ceases 
to be, although it may undergo many striking 
changes, in its form and structure. But the 
soul is, in its very nature, indivisible and in- 
destructible; and we are expressly assured, 
that, at the resurrection, “all that are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of man, 
and shall come forth,” which certainly implies, 
that infants, as well as adults, shall then be 
raised. 

Others have supposed, that all baptized in- 
fants are saved, and all unbaptized infants are 
lost. But this is unduly to magnify the sacred 
rite of baptism. It is placing the hope of 
salvation, on some other foundation than the 
Saviour and His finished work. It is true, 
that no Christian parent ought to despise or 
neglect this sacred ordinance; he should re- 
verence it, as he reverences Him who has ap- 
pointed it; but he should beware of trusting 
in it. Itis but an outward and visible sign of 
an inward and invisible grace: and, that it is 
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not always accompanied with that grace, is evi- 
dent from the fact, that scarcely had it been in- 
stitute?, when two, who had received it, were 
struck down dead with a he on their lips by 
an angry God; while a little after, stood the 
faithful Peter, declaring to another, “ Thou art 
in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity.” No outward rite, however sacred, can 
of itself secure salvation. “ He is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly; neither is that cireum- 
cision which is outward in the flesh; but he is 
a Jew, which is one inwardly, and circumcision 
is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 
letter.” ‘ Neither circumcision availeth anything, 
noruncircumcision, but a new creature.” Parents, 
therefore, ought to rest their hope of the sal- 
vation of their departed little ones, not on their 
baptism, but on Jesus Christ, who alone can 
render any outward rite efficacious, by the oper- 
ation of His Holy Spirit. 

Others again have maintained, that the in- 
fants of believers only are saved, and those of 
unbelievers lost. It must be admitted, that 
many distinctive promises are made in Scripture 
to the children of believing parents, and in these 
_we find ground of thanksgiving to God. At 
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the same time, however, the Scriptures nowhere 
lead us to believe, that children will be exposed 
to everlasting punishment in a future world, in 
consequence of the transgressions of their 
parents. ‘ Visiting the iniquities of the fathers 
upon the children,”’ is a sentence which is re- 
stricted to the present life; but that children 
will not suffer eternally, in consequence of the 
sins of their parents, is put beyond all doubt, 
by what the Almighty himself declares, by 
His servant Ezekiel: “ The soul that sinneth, 
it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity 
of the father, neither shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wicked- 
ness of the wicked, it shall be upon him.” 

A far more tenable opinion than any of those 
we have noticed, and one which seems best sup- 
ported by Scripture, is, that all children dying in 
infancy are saved by Christ, through the regene- 
rating influences of the Holy Spirit. It is im- 
portant to observe, that, in the whole of the in- 
spired volume, there is not a single statement, 
that militates against this opinion. Nor is 
there anything to prevent them from participat- 
ing in the salvation purchased by Christ. That 


a 
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salvation is uniformly represented, indeed, as 
dependent on the faith and repentance of those 
who receive it. “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” ‘ He that 
believeth not shall be condemned.” “ Except 


ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” But 


such declarations and requirements are addressed 
only to such, as are capable of exercising faith 
and repentance, and can have no reference to 
infants. We are not, however, to conclude, that 
it is impossible for the mediation of Christ to 
be made available to the salvation of such as 
die in infancy. Although they are incapable 
of knowing, understanding, and believing the 
divine testimony, yet the Spirit of God has 
immediate access to their hearts, and can pro- 
duce a saving change in them, without the use 
of ordinary means. “ ‘The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth; so is every one that is born of the 
Spuit.” It is not for us, indeed, to say that all 
children dying in infancy are regenerated by 
the immediate agency of the Holy Spirit on 
their souls, unless we are warranted in so doing, 
by what we know of God’s will as revealed to 
N 


194. INFANTS IN HEAVEN. 


us; and it must further be admitted, that, if 
regenerated, it is only by an act of sovereign 
grace. But whatever light we have on this 
subject, is certainly encouraging. For if, as we 
have already observed, the bodies of infants are 
to be raised from their graves, it cannot be to 
be judged: for we are told, that at the judg- 
ment, account will be given only of “ deeds done 
in the body.” But, as children dying in infancy 
have done no works, it is obvious, they cannot 
be proper subjects of judgment; and, therefore, 
we cannot suppose that they will be doomed 
to suffer eternal death by Him who “ delighteth 
in mercy,” and “ is not willing that any should 
perish.” But, perhaps, the strongest proof of 
their safety will be found in the tenth chapter 
of St Mark’s Gospel, where we are informed, 
that Jesus rebuked His disciples for seeking to 
prevent little children from being brought to 
Him. “Suffer the little children,” He said, 
‘to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of 
such is the kingdom of God.” “ And he took 
them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, 
and blessed them.” Now, whatever may be 
the interpretation we put on these words, “ Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven,” whether we 
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understand them to mean, “of such infants is 
heaven chiefly made up,” or as teaching, “ of 
such child-like nature are they who enter into 
the kingdom of heaven;” there is but one in- 
ference that can be legitimately drawn from the 
fact of His putting His hands upon them, and 
blessing them. We cannot think, that those, 
whom He thus blessed on earth, would after- 
wards be expelled from His presence in heaven. 
‘Can we suppose, that when these infants died 
in infancy, (and that some of them did die in 
infancy is extremely probable,) the very same 
voice that said, in tones of mercy, “ Suffer these 
infants to come unto me,” would say to those 
very infants at the judgment-seat,—“ Depart, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels?”’ Itisimpossible. The 
same mouth on the same subject, and with the 
same amount of merit or demerit, cannot pro- 
nounce at once blessing and cursing.” 

These considerations warrant us, we think, 
in believing, that all children dying in infancy 
are saved. This belief enables the Christian 
parent to contemplate the ravages of the fell 
destroyer with resignation and hope. 

It tells him that 7c ds infinitely better for his 
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children to have been removed by death, than 
to have continued longer on the earth. ‘Taken 
away from the evil to come, they have been 
admitted into a state of unmingled purity and 
transcendent glory. ‘To disease and pain, they 
are liable no more. While others mourn, they’ 
rejoice. The light of heaven encircles them, 
and its splendours delight their souls. They 
stand before the throne, clothed in white 
raiment, with crowns of glory on their heads, 
and palms of victory in their hands. Angels 
are their servants to minister to them. Their 
fellowship is with the Saviour, and they unite 
with the ransomed multitudes in celebrating the 
praises of redeeming love. They serve God 
day and night in His temple, and they shall go 
no more out for ever, Oh! how happy for 
themselves, then, the change they have made! 
Could the bereaved parent look through the veil 
that hides the world of spirits from his vision, 
and behold his children, whose early removal 
he lamented, thus exulting in the consciousness 
of ineffable felicity, how would it reconcile him 
to their departure, and lead him with earnest- 
ness to desire, that he himself might be “ absent 
from the body, and present with the Lord! ” 
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This subject also reminds us, that the separa- 
tion between the Christian parent and his infant 
dead shall not be perpetual. Yet a little while, 
and they shall meet again, to be sundered no 
more for ever. And who can conceive the 
ecstatic delight with which they will congratu- 
late each other in the presence of their Lord and 
Saviour, and unite in celebrating for ever the 
riches and the glory of redeeming love! “ The 
garment of the flesh being laid aside, they shall 
shine forth in the robes of immortality; and even 
as those who have been long parted upon earth, 
welcome one another at their meeting here, s> 
they, whom death had sundered, shall teak 
forth into singing when the time of their restora- 
tion is complete.” “I would not have you to 
be ignorant concerning them who are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not even as others who have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words.” 
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Fare thee well, thou lovely stranger! 
Guardian angels take your charge, 

Freed at once from pain and danger, 
Happy spirit set at large. 


Life’s most bitter cup just tasting, — 
Short thy passage to the tomb, 
O’er the barrier swiftly hasting, 
To thine everlasting home. 


Death, his victim still pursuing, 
Ever to his purpose true, 

Soon her placid cheek bedewing, 
Robb’d it of its rosy hue. 


Seal’d those eyes, so lately beaming 
Innocence and joy so mild; 

Every look so full of meaning, 
Seem’d to endear the lovely child. 


In the silent tomb we leave her, 
Till the resurrection morn: 

When her Saviour will receive her, 
And restore her lovely form. 
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Then, dear Lord, we hope to meet her 
In Thy happy courts above; 
There with heavenly joy to greet her, 
And resound redeeming love. 
ANON. 


ee 


Let us be patient! These severe afflictions 
Not from the ground arise, 

But oftentimes celestial benedictions 
Assume this dark disguise. 


We see but dimly through the mists and 
vapours ; 
Amid these earthly damps, 
What seem to us but sad funereal tapers, 
May be heaven’s distant lamps. 


She is not dead—the child of our affection— 
But gone into that school 


Where she no longer needs our poor protection, 
And Christ himself doth rule. 


In that great cloister’s stillness and seclusion, 
By guarded angels led, 

Safe from temptation, safe from sin’s pollution, 
She lives whom we call dead. 


a 
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Day after day we think what she is doing 
In those bright realms of alr ; 

Year after year her tender steps pursuing, 
Behold her grown more fair. 


Thus do we walk with her, and keep unbroken, 
The bond which nature gives, 
Thinking that our remembrance, though un- 
spoken, : 
May reach her where she lives, 


Not as a child shall we again behold her; 
For when with raptures wild 

In our embraces we again enfold her, 
She will not be a child. 


But a fair maiden in her Father’s mansion, 
Clothed with celestial grace ; 
And beautiful, with all the soul’s expansion, 


Shall we behold her face. 


And though at times impetuous with emotion, 
And anguish long suppress’d, 
The swelling heart heaves moaning like the 
ocean, 
That cannot be at rest. 
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We will be patient, and assuage the feeling 
We may not wholly stay ; 

By silence sanctifying, not concealing, 
The grief that must have way. 


H. W. LonGretiow. 
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CHith the Lord. 


Ps. xvi. 11. 

“Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is 
fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.” 

Ps. xvii. 15. 

“ As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall 

be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.” 


JOHN xii. 26. 


“Tf any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, 
there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, 
him will my Father honour.” 


JOHN xiv. 3. 


‘¢ And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” 

2 Cor. v. 8. 

“ We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from 

the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 


Pui. 1.23. 


“For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ ; which is far better.” 


1 Tuxss. iv. 17. 
“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord iy 
the air: and 80 shall we ever be with the Lord.” 


To Jesus, the crown of my hope, 
My soul is in haste to be gone; 

O bear me, ye cherubim, up, 
And waft me away to His throne! 


My Saviour, whom absent I love, 
Whon, not having seen, I adore; 
Whose name is exalted above 
All glory, dominion, and power; 


Dissolve Thou these bonds that detain 
My soul from her portion in Thee; 

Ah.! strike off this adamant chain, 
And make me eternally free. 


When that happy era begins, 

When array’d in Thy glories I shine, 
Nor grieve any more by my sins, 

The bosom on which I recline. 


Oh! then shall the veil be removed, 

And round me Thy brightness be pour’d; 
I shall meet Him whom absent I loved, 

I shall see Him whom unseen I adored. 


And then, never more shall the fears, 
The trials, temptations, and woes, 

Which darken this valley of tears, 
Intrude on my blissful repose. 


Or, if yet remember’d above, 
Remembrance no sadness shall raise ; 

They will be but new signs of Thy love— 
New themes for my wonder and praise. 


Thus the strokes which from sin and from pain 
Shall set me eternally free, 
Will but strengthen and rivet the chain 
Which binds me, my Saviour, to Thee. 
WILLIAM COWPER, 


JOHN xvii. 24, 


“Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me be 
with me where Iam; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me.” 


HE occasion on which these words were 
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uttered by our Saviour, was one of 


peculiarly solemn and pathetic interest. 
He was now entering on the concluding and 
darkest scene of His sad and sorrowful life. 
The night was arrived, wherein He was to be be- 
trayed by one of His own chosen disciples, denied 
by another, and abandoned by them all to the rage 
of His malicious foes. Within a few hours He 
was to be publicly arraigned as a malefactor, to 
be cruelly mocked and scourged, and to be led 
away to be crucified. But, though Jesus per- 
fectly knew that all this was to befall Him, yet, 
such was the calm serenity of His mind, such 
His matchless love to His people, and such His 
concern for their spiritual benefit. that, laying 
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aside all thoughts of His own sorrows, and mag- 
nanimously rising above all the difficulties of 
His situation, He spent the last evening of His 
mortal life in alleviating the griefs of His dis- 
consolate followers. With affectionate tender- 
ness He gathered them around Him, and having 
instituted the holy ordinance of the Supper, 
which was to continue in the Christian Church, 
through all generations, a heart-touching me- 
morial of His dying love, and a refreshing 
stream of comfort to the weary souls of men, He 
delivered to them a valedictory address, replete 
with touching simplicity, exquisite pathos, and 
suitable consolation, and lifting up His eyes to 
heaven, commended them, in a most earnest and 
fervent prayer, to the protection, guidance, and 
blessing of His Father and their Father, His 
God and their God. Having entreated that not 
only they, but all those also, who should believe . 
on Him through their word, might be preserved 
and sanctified, He concludes by pouring forth 
His earnest desire for their final glorification, 
saying, “ Father, I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where I am; 

that they ape behold my glory, which thou 


hast given me.’ 
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From this prayer we learn, that the blessed- 
ness of believers in heaven, will consist chiefly 
in communion with Jesus Christ. ‘ Father,” 
says He, “I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me be with me.” Of all the attractive 
features with which heaven is invested, this is 
doubtless the chief. Without the Saviour’s 
presence, it would cease to be heaven. All its 
glories would be obscured, were the Sun of 
Righteousness withdrawn. Even on earth, 
when the light of His countenance is hidden 
from them, believers are said to sit in darkness. 
As He is the object of their supreme affection, 
there is nothing they so much dread as separa- 
tion from Him; and the great object of their 
desire is the full enjoyment of His presence. 
This is the centre and the sum of the felicity 
which they so earnestly long for. All the 
bright and beauteous visions which fancy can 
portray of the splendours of heaven, of its hills 
of light, and streets of gold, and gates of pearl, 
and crowns of amaranth, are faint and unim- 
pressive, compared with the anticipations which 
they cherish, of dwelling with Jesus in His 
Father’s house, and sitting down with Him on 
His throne. 
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It is unquestionably the privilege of believers, 
even while here, to enjoy His blissful company ; 
for though not bodily, He is yet spiritually and 
graciously present with them, by that mysterious © 
operation, by which He “ fills all things ; ” and, 
through the instrumentality of that faith which 
overleaps the barriers of time and space, they 
can maintain intercourse with Him, as real as 
that to which His immediate followers were 
admitted, in the days of His flesh. When 
engaged in the ordinances of His grace, they 
feel that He is with them of a truth, and that 
there is a reality in communion with Him. On 
these occasions, so cheering and enlivening do 
they sometimes feel His presence, so sweet the 
tokens of His love, and so abundant the com- 
munications of His special grace, that they seem 
almost, as it were, to tread the golden streets of 
heaven, and to taste even on earth, the joys of 
the celestial world. But how intimate and en- 
dearing soever this intercourse and fellowship 
with the Saviour may be, it must, at the same 
time, be admitted, that He, whom they love, is 
not now bodily present with them. On the day 
on which He “led out His disciples as far as to 
Bethany, and lifted up His hands and blessed 
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them,” “the heavens received him,” and they 
must “ retain him, till the times of the restitu- 
tion of all things.” So long, therefore, as they 
“are at home in the body,” they are “absent 
from the Lord.” Besides, on account of the 
infirmities of their nature, their sweetest experi- 
ence of communion with Him on earth, suffers 
many a sad interruption. ‘There are seasons in 
their experience, when they have to say with 
Job, ‘ Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; 
and backward, but I cannot perceive him; on 
the left hand, where he doth work, but I can- 
not behold him ; he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him.” But, when 
“ absent from the body,” they shall “be present 
with the Lord.” And if, even in the present 
world, there are few purer or greater joys, than 
that which arises from the sight and converse of 
a long absent friend, what a pleasure and a 
privilege will it be to the saints, to behold the 
countenance of their compassionate Redeemer— 
to be assured by His own gracious words of His 
unchangeable affection—to enjoy the sensible 
tokens of His love, and to enjoy them with the 
assured confidence that, as long as eternity 
endures, these tokens will never, for a single 
0 
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moment, be interrupted or withdrawn! Such is 
the felicity that awaits them on high. They 
shall be “ever with the Lord.” No wonder, 
therefore, that while they continue in this land 
of distance and darkness, they should often 
desire with St Paul, ‘to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better;” and say with the 
mystic spouse, “ Let me see thy countenance, 
let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, 
and thy countenance is comely.” 

While, however, the Saviour’s prayer implies, 
that the main element of the future blessedness of 
believers, is the enjoyment of His own blissful 
company, it, at the same time, reminds us of the 
circumstances in which that company rs enjoyed. 
He prays not merely, ‘ Father, I will that they 
whom thou hast given me should be with me,” 
but that “they should be with me, where Iam.” 
It is true, that our present knowledge of this 
region and state of being where Jesus now is, is 
exceedingly limited and defective; but we know 
enough to warrant us in asserting, that the place 
where the redeemed are to dwell for ever with 
their Lord, will be transcendently and indescrib- 
ably glorious. It is the habitation of Jehovah’s 
holiness and glory, where His presence is pe- 
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culiarly manifested and made known. It is the 
abode of the noblest of created beings—of cheru- 
bim and seraphim, of principalities and powers, 
of “an innumerable company of angels;” and 
of “the general assembly and church of the first 
born, whose names are written in heaven.” It 
is a region of unrivalled magnificence and beauty, 
in comparison of whose splendours, the light of 
the sun, and all the glories of the world in which 
we live, are but as weak and sickly glimmer- 
ings, or rather darkness itself. It is a region of 
spotless and inviolable purity—the inheritance 
of the saints in light—into which there shall in 
no wise enter anything that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh a 
lie—whence every inclination to sin is for ever 
excluded, and where every feeling, every thought, 
every recollection of sin has passed into obli- 
vion, except it be those views of salvation from 
it, which kindle the devotion, and animate the 
songs of theredeemed. It is, likewise, an abode 
of perfect bliss, impregnably fortified by the 
“walls and bulwarks of salvation,” against the 
invasions not only of sin, but of suffering and 
misery ; where there is not an object to excite 
one painful emotion—where the inhabitants are 
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delivered entirely and for ever from the feeling 
and the fear of evil, where their enjoyments are 
without alloy, and their happiness and glory 
shall not only never diminish, but continue to 
increase as eternal ages roll on. Thus glorious 
is the place, into which it is the gracious design 
of the Redeemer to conduct His ransomed 
people, that they may live and reign with Him 
for ever. Thither their souls are received at 
death, and there “ they behold the face of God 
in light and glory, waiting for the full redemp- 
tion of their bodies,’ when, in their whole 
nature, they shall be made perfectly pure, and 
glorious, and happy, and when the words of the 
Psalmist shall be realised,—‘‘ With gladness 
and rejoicing shall they be brought; they shall 
enter into the king’s palace, and there abide; ” 
“for,” says the Redeemer, “ if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” 

But our Saviour prays further for His people, 
that they may behold His glory which the Father 
had given Him. This part of His prayer shall 
likewise be realised and fulfilled, in the experi- 
ence of all His people. ‘Thine eyes,” says the 
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prophet Isaiah, “shall see the King in His 
beauty;” and St John, in his Apocalyptic 
vision, declares that ‘his servants shall serve 
him, and see his face.”” But who can conceive 
the transcendent glory of Christ’s face in heaven ? 
The visible creation presents many scenes 
of loveliness and grandeur. The effulgence 
of starry night, the blush of morn, day spread- 
ing itself on the mountains, the calm of twilight, 
the rainbow, spanning its ample arch across the 
heavens, the restless heaving of the ocean, ‘the 
pomp of groves and garniture of fields,” the 
rude rocks of nature’s wilderness—these are 
some of its glorious wonders ; but how faint a 
reflection do they all afford of the majesty and 
loveliness of the countenance of the glorified 
Redeemer! One who beheld, thus describes it: 
“T was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne was 
set in heaven, and one sat on the throne; and 
he that sat was to look upon like a jaspar, and 
a sardine stone; and there was a rainbow round 
about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.” 
Here, His glory is seen only by the eye of faith, 
but, hereafter, our contemplation of it will be 
direct and immediate. The apostle speaks of 
our beholding Him now, through a glass, darkly. 
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It is through the use of certain interposing 
means, such as the representations of His word 
and ordinances, that His glory is seen here 
below ; but, in the world above, He will be seen 
face to face. And what pleasure must it inspire 
to contemplate directly, without a mirror, dis- 
tinctly, without a veil, the revelation which 
shall there be made of His transcendent glory— 
to gaze upon that face, which for us was once 
marred and mangled, but which is now adorned 
with unrivalled brightness and beauty! Who, 
that truly loves the Redeemer, can contemplate 
the prospect of beholding the glory which the 
Father hath given Him, without the deepest 
emotions of holy joy? Are we sometimes dis- 
posed to envy the privilege of those, who saw 
Him as He was, when He tabernacled here 
below—who looked on His benignant counte- 
nance, and listened to His gracious words? and 
shall we not look forward with exultation to 
the prospect of beholding Him clothed with 
majesty divine, exalted above all blessing and 
praise, the object of celestial adoration, all the 
heavenly hosts prostrate before His throne! It 
is not, indeed, for us to attempt to explain the 
nature of that “ beatific vision,” or the manner 
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in which Christ’s glory shall then be displayed. 
Of this, however, we may be confident, that the 
revelation, which shall be made in heaven, of the 
excellence and loveliness of the glorified Em- 
manuel, shall immeasurably surpass all our pre- 
sent conceptions and anticipations, and produce 
a most powerful effect, both on the holiness and 
the felicity of the saints. If, even on earth, the 
Saviour’s glory, when seen through the medium 
of faith, is fitted to exert an assimilating influ- 
ence ; if, even here, believers, by “ beholding as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image,” much more will it be so 
in heaven, where faith has given place to actual 
vision, and where that glory shines fully and 
directly on the soul. ‘“ We shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he 7s.” And if those 
glimpses of His glory, to which, even in this 
dark and distant land, the saints are occasionally 
admitted, be a source of indescribable joy, how 
shall we conceive of that flood of ecstasy which 
shall fill and overflow all their souls, when that 
which they now behold in the dawn, shall be 
beheld in its meridian splendour! 
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For ever with the Lord ! 
Amen! so let it be! 
Life from the dead is in that word, 
And immortality ! 


Here in the body pent, 
Absent from Him I roam, 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day’s march nearer home. 


My Father’s house on high, 
Home of my soul! how near, 
At times, to faith’s foreseeing eye, 
Thy golden gates appear! 


Ah! then my spirit faints 
To reach the land I love, 
The bright inheritance of saints, 
Jerusalem above ! 


Yet clouds will intervene, 
And all my prospect flies ; 
Like Noah’s dove, I flit between 
Rough seas and stormy skies. 
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Anon the clouds depart, 
The winds and waters cease ; 
While sweetly o’er my gladden’d heart, 
Expands the bow of peace! 


Beneath its glowing arch, 
Along the hallow’d ground, 
I see cherubic armies march, 
A camp of fire around. 


I hear at morn and even, 
At noon and midnight hour, 
The choral harmonies of heaven 
Harth’s Babel tongues o’erpower. 


Then, then I feel that He, 
Remember’d or forgot, 
The Lord is never far from me, 
Though I perceive Him not. 


JAMES MONTGOMERY. 
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Let me be with Thee where Thou art, 
My Saviour, my eternal Rest! 
Then only will this longing heart 
Be fully and for ever blest! 


Let me be with Thee where Thou art, 
Thy unveil’d glory to behold; 

Then only will this wandering heart 
Cease to be treacherous, faithless, cold! 


Let me be with Thee where Thou art, 
Where spotless saints Thy name adore ; 
Then only will this sinful heart 
Be evil and defiled no more! 


Let me be with Thee where Thou art, 
Where none can die, where none remove ; 
There neither death nor life will part 


Me from Thy presence and Thy love! 
CHARLOTTE ELLiorr. 


The Great Wre-requisite. 


JOHN iii. 3. 
““ Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 


unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 


1 Cor. vi. 9. 


“ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God?” 


Gat. v. 19, 20, 21. 


“* Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: 
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idola- 
try, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunken- 
ness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” 

Rev. xxi. 27. 


“And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie; but they which are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life.” 


Rey. xxii. 15. 
“For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 


and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie.” 


Heaven is a place of rest from sin 3 

But all who hope to enter there, 

Must here that holy course begin, 
Which shall their souls for rest prepare. 


Clean hearts, O God! in us create ; 
Right spirits, Lord ! in us renew ; 
Commence we now that higher state, 
Now do Thy will as angels do. 


A life in heaven !—Oh, what is this ? 
The sum of all that faith believed, 
Fulness of joy, and depths of bliss, 
Unseen, unfathom’d, unconceived. 


While thrones, dominions, princedoms, powers, 
And saints made perfect triumph thus, 

A goodly heritage is ours ; 

There is a heaven on earth for us. 


The Church of Christ, the means of Grace, 
The Spirit teaching through the Word,— 
In those our Saviour’s steps we trace,— 
By this His living voice is heard. 


Firm in His footsteps may we tread, 
Learn every lesson of His love, 
And be from grace to glory led, 
From heaven below to heaven above. 


JAMES MonTGOMERY, 


Hes. xii. 14, 


“ Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no 


man shall see the Lord.” 


meeiN the preceding pages, we have at- 
tempted, dear reader, to show how 
== cheering are those beams of light, which 
the religion of Jesus sheds on the dark night of 
the grave. We have seen, that though, in His 
infinite wisdom, He suffers His people to enter 
the dark and dreary vale of death, yet hath He 
opened to their view golden vistas into happier 
climes, and lighted up the gospel-lamp, to 
illumine their passage through, and to show 
them the realities of the world beyond. It be- 
hoves us, however, ere quitting this pleasing 
theme, to consider seriously and impartially, 
whether we are entitled to take to ourselves the 
comfort, which it is designed and fitted to im- 
part. For this end, let us direct our attention 
to the great pre-requisite here specified by the 
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apostle,—“ Without holiness, no man shall see 
the Lord.” | 

“'T'o see the Lord,” is to enjoy Him, to be 
admitted into His glorious presence, and to re- 
ceive that satisfaction, which must necessarily 
arise from the contemplation of His perfections, 
and from the sense of His favour and love. 
For, “in His presence, is fulness of joy ; at 
His right hand, are pleasures for evermore.” 
Now, it is quite evident, that this happiness 
can never be enjoyed by any who are not | 
actually holy. This might be shown from the 
immutable constitution of God himself. For 
it is not only expressly asserted in the words 
above quoted, but is frequently reiterated in 
various parts of the inspired volume. But the 
very nature of the beatific vision of God is such, 
that the unholy would be incapable of enjoying 
it, even though they were admitted into His 
presence. 

There are those, indeed, who seem to imagine, 
that heaven is a world so glorious, that the very 
sight of it must necessarily enrapture and trans- 
form the minds even of the unholy and impure. 
Their ideas of that world are drawn from the 
poets of Greece, or the Koran of the Moslem, 
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and not from the Word of the living God. 
They fancy it to be an Elysium, or Mohamme- 
dan paradise, in which the righteous are per- 
mitted to enjoy every pleasurable indulgence 
and luxurious gratification, in which the most 
carnal imagination can delight to revel. But 
every representation, which the Scriptures give 
us of heaven, is diametrically opposed to all 
such gross and sensual anticipations. ‘They tell 
us, indeed, that it is the seat of supreme and 
unalloyed felicity; of enjoyment substantial, 
pure, and unending. But the foundation, on 
which this happiness rests, is holiness; and, 
therefore, without a previous preparation of 
mind, it would manifestly be impossible to enjoy 
it. Hence the apostle speaks of “ giving thanks 
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light.” But, that the unholy are destitute of 
this meetness or fitness, will at once appear, 
when we consider how unsuitable their nature 
is to the society, the services, and the enjoy- 
ments of heaven. 

In regard to ds society, the apostle says, “ Ye 
are come unto Mount Zion, unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
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innumerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and 
to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant.” 
Let it be considered, then, how unsuitable to 
the taste of the carnal mind would be such an 
assembly as this. Instead of being happy 
among them, would not the sinner feel utterly 
miserable? Under the influence of that carnal 
mind which is enmity against God, and full of 
unconquerable rebellion against His holy law, 
how intolerable would it be to spend an eternity 
in His immediate presence! Despising the ever 
adorable Redeemer, he could not endure the 
sight of His glory. Nor would he find more 
pleasure in the pure society of angels and glori- 
fied saints. ven in this world, we see how 
ungrateful the society of true Christians is to 
the ungodly and the wicked; how, then, could 
they bear to associate with them, when in hea- 
ven they are made perfect in holiness? It is 
impossible. tational beings can only be happy 
with other rational beings, whose pursuits and 
tastes are similar to their own; for should 
we bring persons together, whose pursuits and 
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tastes are radically dissimilar, a perpetual jarring 
of inclination must inevitably be the result, and, 
of course, where such jarring takes place, it is 
impossible that there can be any real happiness. 
How, then, could the unholy, whose delight 
when upon earth, was in nothing but sensuality, 
hatred, envy, and revenge, and such like evil 
passions, ever be fit companions for those blessed 
spirits, who feed and live upon no other plea- 
sures than those of goodness, holiness, and love ? 

The unholy are as unfit for engaging in the 
services of heaven, as they are for enjoying its 
society. ‘The inhabitants of that blessed abode 
are represented in Scripture, as “ resting not day 
and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty.” They are continually employed in 
contemplating, adoring, and praising the great 
Jehovah, while their active powers are called 
forth in the execution of His high behests. 
They are as angels in doing His will. But, as 
the unholy derive no enjoyment from the Divine 
presence, so they find as little happiness in the 
Divine service. Even supposing, that they were 
permitted to stand amidst the mighty throng of 
the redeemed, yet, feeling no sentiments of love 
and gratitude to the heavenly King, they would 
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have no inclination whatever, to join in the rap- 
turous songs, that for ever swelland echo through 
the celestial temple; or should they presume to 
engage in the solemn service, they could not do 
so from the heart; and as “the form of godli- 
ness without the power thereof,” renders the 
services of the sanctuary wearisome and burden- 
some even on earth, how much more so would 
be the endless services of the sanctuary above! 
Hence the joy or weariness, which we feel in the 
observance of the services of the house of God 
on earth, may be regarded as an indication of 
our present fitness or unfitness for heaven. If 
we say in our hearts, “ When will the Sabbath 
be past, and the new moon be gone ?”’—if we 
tread God’s courts here below with reluctant 
feet, and if our worship there be careless and 
profane, we can give no plainer evidence of our 
unfitness for the enjoyment of that “ keeping of 
a Sabbath,” which remaineth to the people of 
God, and for the nobler service and purer 
homage of the skies. 

But the enjoyments of heaven are as unsuitable 
to the nature of an unrenewed man, as are its 
society and services. ‘They are such as none 
but the good and holy can ever delight in. 
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Though different in degree, they are the same 
in kind, as the pleasures of religion in this 
world, and, as the unholy are incapable of en- 
joying the one, it is impossible that they could 
have any relish for the other. Such are the 
prevailing dispositions of their minds, that, even 
at the fountain-head of happiness and honour, 
they would find nothing but misery and shame. 
Heaven itself would be to such persons a hell. 
As soon might we expect a deaf man to be en- 
tertained with the melody of music, or a blind 
man with the beauty of colours, as that an 
unrenewed and unholy man could enjoy the 
felicity of heaven. By the very constitution of 
his nature, he stands excluded from the celestial 
kingdom ; he wants that meetness, of which the 
apostle speaks, and must, therefore, experience a 
fundamental and radical change of thought, and 
feeling, and practice, ere he be capable of enter- 
ing into the Divine presence. ‘Thus irrevocable, 
in the very nature of things, is the decision, that 
“ without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” 
Let me ask you, then, reader, whether you do 
really possess this great pre-requisite? If so, 
then death will be to you, but the harbinger of 
joy, and the grave the avenue to glory. But 
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if, on the other hand, your conscience tells you, 
that you do not, we would entreat you to con- 
sider the circumstances in which you are placed, 
and the awful danger which impends over you. 
It is surely unnecessary to remind you, that you 
cannot live here always. You have within you 
the sentence of mortality ; the King of Terrors 
is advancing towards you without a pause, and 
soon he will lift his unerring dart, and lay you 
prostrate with the dust. In a moment, you 
may be seized, and hurried away into a state, 
whence there can be no redemption for ever. 
But if you reject or disregard the gospel, all 
beyond death must be veiled in impenetrable 
mystery and gloom; and, without an interest 
in the Saviour, your thoughts of futurity may 
well fill you with terror and dismay. Con- 
tinuing unbelieving and impenitent, you can 
have neither part nor lot in the glorious pros- 
pects which the gospel reveals; and, when the 
dread realities of an eternal world shall be dis- 
closed to view, unspeakably better were it for 
you, if the grave were permitted to retain you 
for ever, for you shall be summoned forth from 
it, only to endure a life of wretchedness and an 
immortality of woe. Not only will you be 
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denied the felicities and the glories of heaven, 
but, throughout the ages of eternity, you must 
endure, in all their dread intensity, the agonies 
of hell. For the same gospel, which has brought 
to light all that is so delightful in the prospects 
of futurity, tells also of the fearful destiny that 
awaits the wicked hereafter, disclosing to our 
mental view, “‘ the burning lake,” “ the bottom- 
less pit,” “the outer darkness ”’— 


“Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where 
peace 
And rest can never dwell: Hope never comes, 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed 


With ever-burning sulphur unconsumed.” 


In these awful regions, you must inevitably 
take up your everlasting abode, unless you 
avail yourself of the only method of escape 
pointed out to you in the gospel. “ For there 
is none other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved” but the name 
of Jesus only. ‘ Repent, therefore, and believe 
the gospel.” “ Seek the Lord while he may be 
found ; call upon him while he is near.” 
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What, we would ask, think you, shall be 
your destiny, if you remain unconverted and 
unrenewed? Has the love of sin led you to 
indulge the wish, that there may be no future 
state, in which the soul shall receive its just 
recompense? Do you desire that, after death, 
you may lie eternally hid in the gloom of the 
grave? If so, it is not surprising that you 
sometimes strive to convince yourself, that the 
religion of the Bible is a fable, and immortality 
an idle dream. But, alas! in vain is the strife. 
The principles of atheism and infidelity may, 
for a time, lull you into a false and most peril- 
ous security ; but they cannot annihilate you. 
No: you must live! you must awake from the 
tomb! you must appear at the bar, and meet 
your Judge—a Judge before whom the pillars 
of heaven shall tremble, and the earth shall 
melt away—a Judge who, though once long- 
sufferimg and compassionate, shall then be re- 
vealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of His power. 
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Seeing, then, that there is no escaping a future 
state of retribution, ought you not to strive 
‘instantly and earnestly to make it an ever- 
lasting blessing, instead of an eternal curse? 
Should you not take the wings of faith un- 
feigned, and of repentance undelayed, and flee 
away from ‘“‘the wrath to come?” “ To-day, 
then, if you will hear his voice, harden not your 
heart; for, behold, now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.” Delay not the 
work of preparation for that eternity, which all 
must one day enter. That day is hastening 
apace. Soon shall the curtain of life be drawn, 
and eternity disclosed to your view. ‘ The 
clock, which marks the progress and duration 
of your pilgrimage in this world, is fast running 
down, and, in a very little while, its hand will 
point to that, which its striking will announce, 
 Kternity!” 

Oh, then, as you value your immortal soul, 
we beseech and urge you, dear reader, by all 
that is glorious in heaven, and by all that is 
dreadful in hell; by the tender mercies of the 
God of peace, by the dying love of a crucified 
Redeemer, and by the strivings of the Holy 
Ghost; by the solemnities of death, of the 
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grave, of the judgment-seat, and of eternity,— 
‘by all, we conjure and beseech you, “ Prepare 
to meet your God.” And then, when our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, shall the second time 
appear, and hold His judgment-seat in the fire 
and the cloud, instead of being “ driven away 
into everlasting punishment,” He will wreathe 
His protecting arms around you, and bear you 
up, far above the din and turmoil of this 
troubled scene, into those calmer and brighter 
spheres, 


“where seraphs gather immortality 

On life’s fair tree, fast by the throne of God; 

Where golden joys ambrosial clust’ring glow 

In God’s full beam, and ripen for the just ; 

Where momentary ages are no more! 

Where time, and pain, and chance, and death 
expire.” | 


Oh, where shall rest be found,— 
Rest for the weary soul ? 

"T'were vain the ocean’s depths to sound, 
Or pierce to either pole: 


THE GREAT PRE-REQUISITE. 


The world can never give 
The bliss for which we sigh ; 

"Tis not the whole of life to live, 
Nor all of death to die. 


Beyond this vale of tears 

There is a life above ; 
Unmeasured by the flight of years, 

And all that life is love. 

There is a death whose pang 

Outlasts the fleeting breath ; 
Oh, what eternal horrors hang 

Around the second death ! 


Lord God of truth and grace! 
Teach us that death to shun, 
Lest we be driven from Thy face, 
And evermore undone. 
Here would we end our quest ; 
Alone are found in Thee 

The life of perfect love,—the rest 
Of immortality. 
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A. few more years shall roll, 
A few more seasons come, 

And we shall be with them that rest, 
Asleep within the tomb. 

Then, O my Lord, prepare 
My soul for that great day ; 

Oh, wash me in Thy precious blood, 


And take my sins away. 


A few more suns shall set 
O’er these dark hills of time, 

And we shall be where suns are not, 
A far serener clime. 

Then, O my Lord, prepare 
My soul for that blest day ; 

Oh, wash me in Thy precious blood, 
And take my sins away. 


A few more storms shall beat 
On this wild rocky shore, 

And we shall be where tempests cease, 
And surges swell no more. 

Then, O my Lord, prepare - 
My soul for that calm day ; 

Oh, wash me in thy precious blood, 
And take my sins away ! 
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A few more struggles here, 
A few more partings o’er, 
A few more toils, a few more tears, 
And we shall weep no more. 
Then, O my Lord, prepare 
My soul for that blest day ; 
Oh, wash me in Thy precious blood, 
And take my sins away! 


A few more Sabbaths here, 
Shall cheer us on our way, 

And we shall reach the endless rest,— 
The eternal Sabbath-day. 

Then, O my Lord, prepare 
My soul for that sweet day ; 

Oh, wash me in Thy precious blood, 
And take my sins away! 


THE END. 


BALLANTYNE AND COMPANY, PRINTERS, EDINBURGH, 
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NIMMO’S POPULAR RELIGIOUS GIFT-BOOKS. 


18mo, finely printed on toned paper, handsomely bound in cloth extra, 
bevelled boards, gilt edges, price ls. 6d. each. 


Across the River: Twelve Views of Heaven. By Norman 
Maci&op, D.D.; R. W. Hamizton, D.D.; Ropert §. CANDLISH, 
D.D.; James Hamitron, D.D.; &e. &e. &e. 


““A more charming little work has rarely fallen under our notice, 
or one that will more faithfully direct the steps to that better land 
it should be the aim of all to seek.”—Bell’s Messenger. , 


Emblems of Jesus; or, [lustrations of Emmanuel’s Character 
and Work. 


“We have no hesitation in pronouncing this book worthy of high 
commendation. The metaphors are wrought out with great skill, 
beauty, freshness, and analytical power. The arrangement and treat- 
ment are admirable.”—Dundee Courier. 


Life Thoughts of Eminent Christians. 


Comfort for the Desponding; or, Words to Soothe and Cheer 
Troubled Hearts. 


“This work administers the balm of consolation to almost every 
class of weary and heavy-laden souls.”—Stirling Journal. 


The Chastening of Love; or, Words of Consolation to the 


Christian Mourner. By JoserpH PARKER, D.D., Manchester. 
The Cedar Christian. By the Rev. THEoporse L. CuyLer. 
Consolation for Christian Mothers bereaved of Little Chil- 


dren. By A FRIEND OF MOURNERS. 


“The essence of these pages is an unpretentious spirit, and an 
humble though holy mission. We doubt not that many a mother in 
her lonely anguish will feel relief in having this simple companion 
to share her tears.”—Stirling Journal. 


The Orphan; or, Words of Comfort for the Fatherless and 
Motherless, 


Gladdening Streams; or, The Waters of the Sanctuary. A 


Book for Fragments of Time on each Lord’s Day of the Year. 
Spirit of the Old Divines. 


Choice Gleanings from Sacred Writers, 


2 Books published by William PY. imme. 


Popular Works by the Author of ‘‘ Heaven our Home.” 


1b, 
ONE HUNDREDTH THOUSAND. 
Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 3s. 6d., 


HEAVEN OUR HOME. 


“The author of the volume before us endeavours to describe what 
heaven is, as shown by the light of reason and Scripture; and 
we promise the reader many charming pictures of heavenly bliss, 
founded upon undeniable authority, and described with the pen of 
a dramatist, which cannot fail to elevate the soul as well as to delight 
the imagination. ... . Part Second proves, in a manner as beautiful 
as it is convincing, the DOCTRINE OF THE RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN 
HEAVEN,—a subject of which the author makes much, introducing 
many touching scenes of Scripture celebrities meeting in heaven and 
discoursing of their experience on earth, Part Third DEMONSTRATES 
THE INTEREST WHICH THOSE IN HEAVEN FEEL IN EARTH, AND PROVES, 
WITH REMARKABLE CLEARNESS, THAT SUCH AN INTEREST EXISTS NOT 
ONLY WITH THE ALMIGHTY AND AMONG THE ANGELS, BUT ALSO AMONG 
THE SPIRITS OF DEPARTED FRIENDS. We unhesitatingly give our 
opinion that this volume is one of the most delightful productions of 
a religious character which has appeared for some time; and we would 
desire to see it pass into extensive circulation.” —Glasgow Herald. 


A Cheap Edition of 


HEAVEN OUR HOME, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 


if 
TWENTY-NINTH THOUSAND. 
Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 3s. 6d. ' 


MEET FOR HEAVEN. 


‘The author, in bis or her former work, “ Heaven our Home,” 
portrayed a SOCIAL HEAVEN, WHERE SCATTERED FAMILIES MEET AT LAST 
IN LOVING INTERCOURSE AND IN POSSESSION OF PERFECT RECOGNITION, 
to spend a never-ending eternity of peace and love. In the present 
work the individual state of the children of God is attempted to be 
unfolded, and more especially the state of probation which is set 
apart for them on earth to fit and prepare erring mortals for the 
society of the saints. . . . The work, as a whole, displays an origin- 
ality of conception, a flow of language, and a closeness of reasoning 
rarely found in religious publications. . . . The author combats the 
pleasing and generally accepted belief, that DEATH WILL EFFECT AN 
ENTIRE CHANGE ON THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF OUR SOULS, and that 
all who enter into bliss will be placed on a common level.”—Glasgow 


Herald. 
A Cheap Edition of 


MEET FOR HEAVEN, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price ls. 6d., is also published. 


Books published by William %. imme. 3 


Works by the Author of ‘‘ Heaven our Home”—continued. 


1G 
TWENTY-FIRST THOUSAND. 
Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 38s. 6d., 


LIFE IN HEAVEN. 


THERE, FAITH IS CHANGED INTO SIGHT, AND HOPE IS PASSED INTO 
BLISSFUL FRUITION. 


‘«This is certainly one of the most remarkable works which have 
been issued from the press during the present generation ; and we 
have no doubt it will prove as acceptable to the public as the two 
attractive volumes to which it forms an appropriate and beautiful 
sequel.”—Cheltenham Journal. 

“We think this work well calculated to remove many erroneous 
ideas respecting our future state, and to put before its readers such 
an idea of the reality of our existence there, as may tend to makea 

- future world more desirable and more sought for than itis at pre- 
sent.”— Cambridge University Chronicle, 2 

“This, like its companion works, ‘‘Heaven our Home,” and 
*“Mect for Heaven,” needs no adventitous circumstances, no pres- 
tige of literary renown, to recommend it to the consideration of the 
reading public, and, like its predecessors, will no doubt circulate by 
tens of thousands throughout the land.”—Glasgow Examiner. 


A Cheap Edition of 


LIFE IN HEAVEN, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 


IV. 
SEVENTH THOUSAND. 
Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 8s. 6d., 


CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION ; 


Or, TABOR’S TEACHINGS. 


‘“‘The work opens up to view a heaven to be prized, and a home to 
be sought for, and presents it in a cheerful and attractive aspect. 
The beauty and elegance of the language adds grace and dignity to 
the subject, and will tend to secure to it the passport to public 
favour so deservedly merited and obtained by the author's former 
productions.”—Montrose Standard. 

“A careful reading of this volume will add immensely to the in- 
terest of the New Testament narrative of the Transfiguration, and so 
far will greatly promote our personal interest in the will of God as 
revealed in His Word.”—- Wesleyan Times. 


A Cheap Edition of 


CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 


*,* Aggregate Sale of the above Popular Works, 157,000 copies. In 
addition to this, they have been reprinted and extensively circulated 
in America. 


4 Books published by William Q. imme. 


Popular Aeligions Works, 
SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION. 


ip 


Foolscap 8vo, handsomely bound in cloth extra, antique, 
price 2s. 6d., 


CHRISTIAN COMFORT. 


By THE AuTHOR oF ‘‘ EMBLEMS OF JESUS.” 


“There is a fitness and adaptability in this book for the purpose it 
seeks to accomplish, which will most surely secure for it a wide and- 
general acceptance, not only in the home circle, but wherever suffer- 
ing may be found, whether mental, spiritual, or physical.”— Wesleyan 
Times. 


II. 
By the same Author, uniform in style and price, 


LIGHT ON THE GRAVE. 


“This is a book for the mourner, and one full of consolation. Even 
a heathen poet could say, ‘iVon omnis moriar,;’ and the object of 
this book is to show how little of the good man can die, and how 
thoroughly the sting of death, deprived of its poison, may be ex- 
tracted. It is the work of one who has apparently suffered, and 
obviously reflected much ; and, having traversed the vale of weeping, 
offers himself for a guide to the spots where the springs of comfort 
flow, and where the sob passes into the song..... The form and 
elegance of the book, we must add, make it peculiarly suitable as a 
gift."—Daily Review. 


TUDE 
Uniform in style and price, 


GLIMPSES OF THE CELESTIAL CITY, 


AND GUIDE TO THE INHERITANCE, 


With Introduction hy the 
REV, JOHN MACFARLANE, UL.D., 
CLAPHAM, LONDON, 


CATALOGUE OF 
POPULAR AND STANDARD BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY 


WILLIAM P. NIMMO, 


EDINBURGH 
AND SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 
~Cern2> 7 
A SUPERB GlFT-BOOK., 


Ghe ‘Edinw’ BRurwes. 


JUST READY, 


Beautifully printed on the finest toned paper, and elegantly bound 
in cloth extra, gilt edges, price One Guinea; or Turkey morocco 
extra, price Two Guineas; or in clan tartan enamelled, with 
photograph of the Poet, price Two Guineas, 


A HANDSOME DRAWING-ROOM EDITION OF 


ceme POEMS ‘AND SON G@S 


or 


ROBERT BURNS. 


WITH ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS BY THE MOST 
DISTINGUISHED SCOTTISH ARTISTS. 


ww PPL 


‘Of all the handsome reprints of the works of “nature’s own” bard, 
this ‘Edina ” edition of the Poems and Songs of Burns is perhaps the 
handsomest yet produced. Beautifully printed, and profusely illus- 
trated by some of the most distinguished of the Scotch academicians, 
it forms a shrine worthy of the genius of the ‘‘ poet of the land of the 
mountain and the flood.” It is, as might be expected, Scottish in 
every respect,—printer, publisher, and illustrators; and as also we 
think it should; for with whom could it be so much a labour of love 
to produce a first-rate edition as with one of Burns’s own countrymen? 
and who should be better able to illustrate the “brown heath and 
shagey wood” of Scotia’s scenery, than her own sons?’—The Examiner. 
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2 Books published by William YQ. Dimmo. 
NIMMO’S 


LARGE PRINT UNABRIDGED 
LIBRARY EDITION OF ie 
BRITISH POETS. 


FROM CHAUCER TO COWLES 


In Forty-eight Vols. Demy 8vo, Pica Type, Superfine Paper, Elegant 
Binding, price 4s. each Volume. 


The Text edited by CHARLES CowpEN CLARKE. 


With Authentic Portraits engraved on Steel. 


The following Works are comprised in the Series :— 


Vols. Vols. 
WYATT, : ; : ; 1 | CHURCHILL, ; : , 7 
SPENSER, ; OM Be ATTIN, 
SHAKESPEARE, 1 | Buar, : ; 1 
SURREY, FALCONER, 
HERBERT, . 4 1 BURNS, 3 , - ; 2 
WALLER, 1 
DENHAM, COWPER,. . |. 5) ue 
Miron, a * 2 | Bow.xs, 2 
BUTLER, «. + 2 | Scorr, . 3 
DRYDEN, . 2 
rE CHAUCER’S CANTERBURY TALES, 3 
PRIOR, . if 
THOMSON, oh: ee 1 | CRAWSHAW, ee | 
QUARLES’ EMBLEMS, 
JOHNSON, 
PARNELL, 1 ADDISON, , ; 
GRAY, : : GAY’s FABLES, 1 
SMOLLETT, SOMERVILLE’S CHASE, 
Pope, - - + + + 2 | Youne’s Nicut THoveuts, 1 
HENST . : . 
4 Ne ; Prrcy’s RELIQUES OF ANCIENT 
KE ‘ 
an ieges ge: ENGLISH. PoETBY, |. ae 
GOLDSMITH, 
CoLutns, 1 | SPECIMENS, WITH LIVEs OF THE 
TL. Warton, LESS KNOWN Britisu Ports, 8 
ARMSTRONG, . ; 
DYER, , y | H.K. Wurre ann J. GRAHAME’s 
GREEN, PorETICAL WORKS, . 4 1 


Any of the Works may be had separately, price 4s. each Volume. 


Books published by Willam . Gimme. ae 
HUGH MILLER’S WORKS, 


CHEAP POPULAR EDITIONS, 


In crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 5s. each. 


Vs 
Thirteenth Edition. 
My Schools and Schoolmasters; or, The 
Story of my Education. 
‘A story which we have read with pleasure, and shall treasure up in 


memory for the sake of the manly career narrated, and the glances at old- 
world manners and distant scenes afforded us by the way.’—Athenzum. 


A cheaper edition of ‘My Schools and Schoolmasters’ is also 
published, bound in limp cloth, price 2s. 6d. 


Li. 
Thirty-fourth Thousand. 

The Testimony of the Rocks; or, Geology 
in its Bearings on the Two Theologies, Natural and Revealed. 
Profusely Illustrated. 

‘The most remarkable work of perhaps the most remarkable man of 
the age. . . . A magnificent epic, and.the Principia of Geology.’— 

British and Foreign Evangelical Review. 


HI.. 
Ninth Edition. 

The Cruise of the Betsey.; or, A Summer 
Ramble among the Fossiliferous Deposits of the Hebrides. 
With Rambles of a Geologist; or Ten Thousand Miles over 
the Fossiliferous Deposits of Scotland. 


IV. 

Sketch—Book of Popular Geology: Being a 
Series of Lectures delivered before the Philosophical Institu- 
tion of Edinburgh. With an Introductory Preface, giving a 
Resumé of the Progress of Geological Science within the last 
Two Years. By Mrs. MILurr. 


Wea 
Ninth Edition. 
First Impressions of England and its People. 


‘This is precisely the kind of book we should have looked for from 
the author of the “Old Red Sandstone.” Straightforward and earnest 
in style, rich and varied in matter, these ‘‘ First Impressions” will add 
another laurel to the wreath which Mr. Miller has already won for him- 
self.’— Westminster Review. 


A cheaper edition of ‘First Impressions of England’ is also 
published, bound in limp cloth, price 2s, 6d. 


4 Books published by William J. immo. 
HUGH MILLER’S WORKS. 


CHEAP POPULAR EDITIONS, 


In crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 5s. each. 


VI. 
Ninth Edition. 
Scenes and Legends of the North of Scotland ; 
Or, The Traditional History of Cromarty. 
‘A very pleasing and interesting book. The style has a purity and 


elegance which remind one of Irving, or of Irving’s master, Goldsmith.’ 
—WSpectator. 


VII. 
Eleventh Edition. 
The Old Red Sandstone; or, New Walks in 
an Old Field. Profusely Illustrated. 
‘In Mr. Miller’s charming little work will be found a very graphic de- 


scription of the Qld Redishes. I know not a more fascinating volume 
on any branch of British Geology.’-—Mantell’s Medals of Creation. 


VII. 
Fourth Edition. 
The Headship of Christ and the Rights of 
the Christian People. With Preface by PETER Bayne, A.M. 
IX. 
Tenth Edition. 
Footprints of the Creator; or, The Asterolepis 
of Stromness. With Preface and Notes by Mrs. Minimr, and a 
Biographical Sketch by Professor AcAssiz. Profusely Illustrated. 


‘Mr. Miller has brought his subject to the point at which science in 
its onward progress now lands. —Agassiz. rom Preface to American 
Edition of the ‘Footprints.’ 


bia 
Third Edition. 
Tales and Sketches. Edited, with a Preface, 
by Mrs. MILueER. 


x: 
Third Edition. 
Essays.: Historical and Biographical, Political 
and Social, Literary and Scientific. 


* “Nil. 
Second Edition. 


Edinburgh and its Neighbourhood, Geological 


and Historical. With the GzoLocy or THE Bass Rook, 


Books published by William ¥. Wino. 5 


A New Work by Ascott R. Hope. 


In crown 8vo, elegantly bound, cloth extra, price 6s. ; 
or gilt edges and sides, 6s. 6d., 


STORIES OF SCHOOL LIFE. 


By Ascorr R. Hors, 
Author of ‘A Book about Boys, ‘A Book about Dominies,’ ete. ete. 


Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 3s. 6d., Second Edition, 


PepOogK ABOUT. BOs: 


By ASCOTT R. HOPE, 
Author of ‘A Book about Dominies.’ 


Third Edition, Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 3s. 6d., 


A BOOK ABOUT DOMINIES: 


BEING THE REFLECTIONS AND RECOLLECTIONS OF A MEMBER 
OF THE PROFESSION. 


By ASCOTT R. HOPE, Author of ‘A Book about Boys,’ etc. 


~ *A more sensible book than this about boys has rarely been written, for it 
enters practically into all the particulars which have to be encountered amongst 
“the young ideas” who have to be trained for life, and are too often marred by 
the educational means adopted for their early mental development. The writer 
is evidently one of the Arnold school—that ‘‘prince of schoolmasters”—who did 
more for the formation of the character of his pupils than any man that ever 
lived.’—Bell’s Weekly Messenger. 


Four Volumes, Crown 8vo, cloth, price 18s., 
THE PEOPLE’S EDITION OF 


TYTLER’S 
HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 


‘The most brilliant age of Scotland is fortunate in having found a historian 
whose sound judgment is accompanied by a graceful liveliness of imagination. 
We venture to predict that this book will soon become, and long remain, the 
standard History of Scotland.’— Quarterly Review, 

‘The want of a complete History of Scotland has been long felt; and from the 
specimen which the volume before us gives of the author’s talents and capacity 
for the task he has undertaken, it may be reasonably inferred that the deficiency 
will be very ably supplied. The descriptions of the battles are concise, but full of 
spirit. The events are themselves of the most romantic kind, and are detailed in 
a very picturesque and forcible style.’—Zimes. 


6 Books published by William 9. Himmo. 


NIMMO’S 
LIBRARY EDITION OF STANDARD WORKS, 


In large Demy 8vo, with Steel Portrait and Vignette, handsomely 
bound in cloth extra, in a new style, price 5s. each. 


I. 
THE GCOMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM SHAKE- 
SPEARE. 


Il. 
THE COMPLETE POETI- 
CAL anp PROSE WORKS 
or ROBERT BURNS. 


Il. 


THE MISCELLANEOUS 
WORKS OF OLIVER 
GOLDSMITH. 


IV. 
THE POETICAL WORKS 
OF LORD BYRON. 


Vv. 


JOSEPHUS: The Whole 


Works of FLAvyius J OSEPHUS, 
the Jewish Historian. 


THE ARABIAN NIGHTS’ 
ENTERTAINMENTS. 


vil. 

THE WORKS OF JONA- 
THAN SWIFT, D.D. Care- 
fully selected, with Life of the 
Author, and original and 
authentic Notes, 


VIII. 


THE WORKS OF DANIEL 
DEFOKH. Carefully selected 
from the most authentic 
sources; with Life of the 
Author. 


Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 6s., 


WAYSIDE THOUGHTS OF A PROFESSOR: 


BEING A SERIES OF DESULTORY ESSAYS ON EDUCATION. 


By D’Arcy WENTWoRTH THOMPSON, 


Professor of Greek, Queen’s College, Galway; Author of ‘Day Dreams 
of a Schoolmaster;’ ‘Sales Attici,’ etc. etc. 


Cees cers caer a a ei Fa ee en ed ge 


” Books published by William 8. Yimmo. 7 


Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 63., 


LAST LEAVES: 
SKETCHES AND CRITICISMS. 


By ALEXANDER SMITH, 
Author of ‘Life Drama,’ ‘Dreamthorpe,’ ete. etc. 


Edited, with a Memoir, by Parrick Procror ALEXANDER, M.A., 
Author of ‘ Mill and Carlyle,’ ete. ete. 


Second Edition, Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 3s. 64., 


FAMILY PRAYERS FOR FIVE WEEKS, 


Wir PRAYERS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS, AND A TABLE FOR READING 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 


By WILLIAM WILSON, Minister or Kieren. 


Crown 8vo, handsomely bound, price 5s, 


THE YOUNG SHETLANDER : 


OR, 
SHADOW OVER THE SUNSHINE: 


BEING LIFE AND LETTERS OF THOMAS EDMONSTON, 
Naturalist on board H.M.S. ‘ Herald.’ 


EDITED BY HIS MOTHER. 


Demy 8vo, bound, price 3s. 6d., 


THE MECHANICS AND STUDENTS GUIDE 


IN THE 
DESIGNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF GENERAL MACHINE GEARING, 


As Eccentrics, Screws, Toothed Wheels, etc., and the Drawing of 
Rectilineal and Curved Surfaces; with Practical Rules and Details. 


Mlustrated With numerous Original Lngrabings. 


Epir—ep BY FRANCIS HERBERT JOYNSON, 
Author of ‘The Metals used in Construction.’ 


‘As a whole, the work may be commended for its general correctness, brevity, 
neatness, and the way in which it necessitates the drawing forth from the mental 
stores the technical knowledge stowed away as a ‘‘foundation.” .... We may 
remark that many London schools have for some time adopted the examples to 
be found in Mr. Joynson’s work as exercises for youth, and that the said youth 
eventually find them of great use. Surely this is commendation indeed, and with 
this we close a brief notice of a very nicely got-up and creditable volume.’—Zng- 
lish Mechanic. 


8 Books published by William Y. Nimmo.” - 


Price 5s., cloth; or 5s. 6d. extra gilt and gilt edges, 


THE BRAEMAR HIGHLANDS: 
Their Tales, Traditions, and Pistory. 
By ELIZABETH TAYLOR. 


‘ This is a capital volume of popular antiquities. Suggested, it would 
seem, by the special interest with which the district containing Bal- 
moral is regarded by every subject of Queen Victoria, it is the result 
of many years’ inquiry into local anecdotes and legends, and needs no 
other recommendation than its intrinsic worth.—The Examiner. 


Crown 8yo, price 2s., 


RANDOM SKETCHES OF BUENOS AYRES. 


CAith numerous Illustrations, 


‘These “ Sketches” are thoroughly interesting and amusing.’— 
Morning Star. 


‘The writer gives us some amusing and truthful ideas about this in- 
teresting country; and, in addition, a number of graphic illustrations 
of what he saw during his voyage out to the River Plate, and his resi- 
dence there. —Liverpool Albion. 


Crown 8yo, cloth extra, price 3s., 


TRIUMPH: 


The Christian more than Conqueror, 


By THE Rev. GEORGE PHILIP, M.A., Free 8r. Jonn’s 
CuuRCH, EDINBURGH. 


‘We have, in this little volume, a very gem of scriptural, Christian 
thoughtfulness, of sagacious Christian joyfulness, of cultured intellect, 
of purest literary taste, and of finest genuine feeling.’ —British and 
Foreign Evangelical Review. 


eS 


| Die 


NIMMO’S ‘CARMINE’ GIFT-BGOKS, 
NEW AND CHEAPER EDITIONS. 


Small 4to, beautifully printed within red lines on superior paper, 
handsomely bound in cloth extra, bevelled boards, gilt edges, price 
7s. 6d., 


ROSES AND HOLLY: 
Q W@ift-Book for all the Wear, 


With Original Illustrations by eminent Artists. 


‘This is really a collection of art and literary gems—the prettiest book, take it 
all in all, that we have seen this season.’—Jlustrated Times. 


II. 
Uniform with the above, price 7s. 6d., 


PEN AND PENCIL PICTURES FROM THE POETS. 


Choicely Illustrated. 


Til. 
Uniform with the above, price 7s. 6d., 


GEMS OF LITERATURE: 
ELEGANT, RARE, AND SUGGESTIVE. 
With superb Illustrations. 


‘For really luxurious books, Nimmo’s “‘ Pen and Pencil Pictures from the Poets” 
and ‘‘Gems of Literature’’ may be well recommended. They are luxurious in the 
binding, in the print, in the engravings, and in the paper. — Morning Posi. 


IV. 
Uniform with the above, price 7s. 6d., 


THE BOOK OF ELEGANT EXTRACTS. 


Profusely Illustrated by the most eminent Artists. 


* Books published by Willian %. immo. 9 


A 
Uniform with the above, price 7s. 6d., 


Pre. GOLDEN Ge 


A BOOK FOR THE YOUNG. 


-Profusely Illustrated with Original Engravings on Wood by 
eminent Artists. 


b 


TO Books published by William 9. Rinne, 


NIMMO’S POPULAR EDITION OF THE 
WORKS OF THE POETS. 


eS 


In fcap. 8vo, printed on toned paper, elegantly bound in cloth extra, 
gilt edges, price 3s. 6d. each; or in morocco antique, price 6s. 6d. 
each. Each Volume contains a Memoir, and is illustrated with a 
Portrait of the Author, engraved on Steel, and numerous full-page 
Illustrations on Wood, from designs by eminent Artists. 


I. rx, 
Longfellow's Poetical Works. Beattie and Goldsmith’s 
Poetical Works, 


Il. 
Scott’s Poetical Works. x. 
Pope’s Poetical Works. 


Il. 


Byron’s Poetical Works. xI. 
Burns’s Poetical Works. 


IV. 
. XI. 
Moore’s Poetical Works. The Casquet of Gems. 


Y. . . 
Wordsworth’s PoeticalWorks, | * Von Were cit uan a 

VIE. XIII. 

Cowper’s Poetical Works. The Book of Humorous 
va. Poetry. 

Milton’s Poetical Works. XIV. 

vill. Ballads: Scottish and 

Thomson's Poetical Works. English, 


*,* This Series of Books, from the very superior manner in which it 
is produced, is at once the cheapest and handsomest edition of the Poets 
in the market. The volumes form elegant and appropriate presents as 
School Prizes and Gift-Books, either in cloth or morocco. 


‘They are a marvel of cheapness, some of the volumes extending to 
as many as 700, and even 900, pages, printed on toned paper in a 
beautifully clear type. Add to this, that they are profusely illustrated 
with wood engravings, are elegantly and tastefully bound, and that 
they are published at 3s. 6d. each, and our recommendation of them is 
complete. —Scotsman. 
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Books published by William Y. inno. 


UNIFORM WITH 


NIMMO’S POPULAR EDITION OF THE 
WORKS OF THE POETS. 


0 


iit, 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress 
and Holy War. 


Complete in One Volume. 


I. 
The Complete Works of 
Shakespeare. 


Volumes, price 3s. 6d. each. 


IV. 
Lives of the British Posts. 


Ii. 


The Arabian Nights’ 
: Vv. 
Entertainments. The Prose Works of 


Robert Burns. © 


Two Volumes, price 3s. 6d. each. 


NIMMO’S FAVOURITE GIFT-BOOKS. 


In small 8vo, Illustrated, printed on toned paper, richly bound in cloth 
and gold and gilt edges, with new and original Frontispiece, 
printed in colours by Kronur, price 2s. 6d. each. 


I. 
The Vicar of Wakefield, 
Poems und Essays. 
By OLIverR GOLDSMITH. 


Ii, 


Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. 


168% 
The Life and Adventures 
of Robinson Crusoe. 


Iv. 
Hisop’s Fables, 
With Instructibe Applications. 
By Dr. CROXALL. 


Vv. 
The History of Sandford 
and Merton. 


VI. 
Evenings at Home; 
Ox, The Gubenile Budget Opened. 


*,* The above are very elegant and remarkably cheap editions of 


these old favourite Works. 
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COMPLETION OF THE COPYRIGHT EDITION OF 


WILSON’S 
TALE Sri QaF Ht) BiG aye Eee 


EpiItTED BY ALEXANDER LEIGHTON, 
One of the Original Editors and Contributors. 


In announcing the completion of the Copyright Edition of the Bor- 
DER TALES, the Publisher does not consider it necessary to say anything 
in recommendation of a work which has stood the test of a general com- 
petition, and which has increased in public favour with its years. 
Equally suited to all classes of readers, it has been received with delight 
in the school-room, the drawing-room, the parlour, and the village read- 
ing-room. Many of the Tales have been publicly read. The high tone 
of its morality renders it an admirable small library for young members 
of the family. 


The new Copyright Edition will contain four additional Volumes, 
now first published, which will complete the work. It will be issued 
in Twenty-four Monthly Volumes, price 1s. each, sewed in elegant 
wrapper, commencing March Ist, 1869. But at the same time the entire 
work will be kept on sale, sothat all who desire to possess it—either com- 
plete, or any separate volume thereof—can be supplied at once. Hach 
volume is complete in itself, forming an independent collection of stories. 
The work may also be had in Twelve Double Volumes, handsomely 
bound in cloth, price 3s. each, or in half-calf extra, for libraries, etc. 


Those who already possess the first twenty Volumes are recommended 
| to complete their sets by purchasing the four New Volumes, the last of 
which will contain a Steel Portrait of the Editor and principal contri- 
butor, Alexander Leighton, with a copious Glossary. 


Demy 8vo, cloth, price 10s. 6d. 


JAMIESON’S 
SCOTTISH DICTIONARY. 


Abridged from the Dictionary and Supplement (in 4 vols. 4to), by 
JOHN JOHNSTONE. An entirely new Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 
by Joun Lonemuir, A.M., LL.D., formerly Lecturer in King’s Col- 
lege and University, Aberdeen. 
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Books published by William Y. Wino. 


NIMMO’S 
HANDY BOOKS OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE. 


Foolscap 8vo, uniformly bound in cloth extra. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH. 


pp 
I. 


THE EARTH’S CRUST. 


A Handy Outline of Geology. With numerous Illustrations. Th 
Edition. By Davin Pager, LL.D., F.R.S.E., F.G.S., Author 
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‘Such a work as this was much wanted,—a work giving in clear and intelligible 
outline the leading facts of the science, without amplification or irksome details. 
It is admirable in arrangement, and clear, easy, and at the same time forcible, in 
style. It will lead, we hope, to the introduction of geology into many schools that 


have neither time nor room for the study of large treatises.'—The Museum. 


HH. 
POULTRY AS A MEAT SUPPLY: 


Being Hiuts to Henwives how to Rear and Manage Poultry Economi- 
cally and Profitably. Fourth Edition. By the Author of ‘The 


‘Text-Books of Geology and Physical Geography,’ etc. 


Poultry Kalendar.’ 


| the rural population generally.’—The Globe. 
Lit. 


ENGINEER: 


Edition. By BerRNArpD SrTuArtT, Engineer. 


‘The Author’s excellent aim is to teach henwives how to make the poultry-yard 
a profitable as well as pleasant pursuit, and to popularize poultry-rearing among 


HOW TO BECOME A SUCCESSFUL 


Being Hints to Youths intending to adopt the Profession. Third 


‘Parents and guardians, with youths under their charge destined for the pro- 
fession, as well as youths themselves, who intend to adopt it, will do well to study 
and obey the plain curriculum in this little book. Its doctrine will, we hesitate 
not to say, if practised, tend to fill the ranks of the profession with men conscious 
of the heavy responsibilities placed in their charge.’—Practical Mechanic’s Journal. 


IV. 
RATIONAL COOKERY: 


Cookery made Practical and Economical, in connection with the 


Chemistry of Food. Fifth Edition. By HarreLAaw Ret. 


‘A thousand times more useful as a marriage-gift than the usual gewgaw 
presents, would be this very simple manual for the daily guidance of the youthful 


bride in one of her most important domestic duties.’—Glasgow Citizen. 
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NIMMO’S 
HANDY BOOKS OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE— 
Continued. 


Vs ‘ 
EUROPEAN HISTORY: 


In a Series of Biographies, from the Beginning of the Christian Era 
till the Present Time. Second Edition. By Davin Pryps, M.A. 


‘It is published with a view to the teaching of the history of Europe since the 
Christian era by the biographic method, recommended by Mr. Carlyle as the only 
proper method of teaching history. The style of the book is clear, elegant, and 
terse. The biographies are well, and, for the most part, graphically told.’—The 
Scotsman. 


WL, 
DOMESTIC MEDICINE: 


Plain and Brief Directions for the Treatment requisite before Advice 
can be obtained. Second Edition. By OrrLey BoHun SHORE, 
Doctor of Medicine of the University of Edinburgh, ete. ete. etc. 


‘This is one of the medicine books that ought to be published. It is from 
the pen of Dr. Shore, an eminent physician, and it is dedicated, by permission, to 
Sir James Y. Simpson, Bart., one of the first physicians of the age.’—Vhe Standard. 


VIL. 
DOMESTIC MANAGEMENT: 


Hints on the Training and Treatment of Children and Servants. 
By Mrs. Cuaruxs Dora. 


‘This is an excellent book of its kind, a handbook to family life which will do 
much towards promoting comfort and happiness.’—Zhe Spectator. 


WILT 


FREE-HAND DRAWING: 


A Guide to Ornamental, Figure, and Landscape Drawing. By an 
ArT SrupENT, Author of ‘Ornamental and Figure Drawing.’ 
Profusely Ilustrated. 

‘This is an excellent and thoroughly practical guide to ornamental, figure, and 


landscape drawing. Beginners could not make a better start than with this capital 
little book.’—Morning Star. 


IX. 
THE METALS USED IN CONSTRUCTION: 


Iron, Steel, Bessemer Metal, etc. etc. By FRANcis HERBERT JOYNSON. 
Illustrated. 
‘In the interests of practical science, we are bound to notice this work; and to 


those who wish further information, we should say, buy it; and the outlay, we 
honestly believe, will be considered a shilling well spent.’—Scientific Review. 
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OTHER VOLUMES IN PREPARATION, 


Hooks published by William BY. immo. Ts 


Popular Works by the Author of ‘ Heaven our Home.’ 


——= 
iP 
ONE HUNDREDTH THOUSAND. 


Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 3s. 6d., 
HEAVEN OUR HOME. 


‘The author of the volume before us endeavours to describe what heaven is, as 
shown by the light of reason and Scripture; and we promise the reader many 
charming pictures of heavenly bliss, founded upon undeniable authority, and 
described with the pen of a dramatist, which cannot fail to elevate the soul as 
well as to delight the imagination...... Part Second proves, in a manner as 
beautiful as it is convincing, the DOCTRINE OF THE RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN 
HEAVEN,—a subject of which the author makes much, introducing many touching 
scenes of Scripture celebrities meeting in heaven and discoursing of their experi- 
ence on earth. Part Third DEMONSTRATES THE INTEREST WHICH THOSE IN HEAVEN 
FEEL IN EARTH, AND PROVES, WITH REMARKABLE CLEARNESS, THAT SUCH AN INTE- 
REST EXISTS NOT ONLY WITH THE ALMIGHTY AND AMONG THE ANGELS, BUT ALSO 
AMONG THE SPIRITS OF DEPARTED FRIENDS. We unhesitatingly give our opinion 
that this volume is one of the most delightful productions of a religious character 
which has appeared for some time; and we would desire to see it pass into exten- 
Sive circulation.’—Glasgow Herald. 


A Cheap Edition of 
HEAVEN OUR HOME, 
In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 
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1 Ws 
TWENTY-NINTH THOUSAND. 


Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 3s. 6d., 


MEET FOR HEAVEN. 


‘The author, in his or her former work, ‘‘ Heaven our Home,” portrayed a 
SOCIAL HEAVEN, WHERE SCATTERED FAMILIES MEET AT LAST IN LOVING INTER- 
COURSE AND IN POSSESSION OF PERFECT RECOGNITION, to spend a never-ending 
eternity of peace and love. In the present work the individual state of the chil- 
dren of God is attempted to be unfolded, and more especially the state of proba- 
tion which is set apart for them on earth to fit and prepare erring mortals for the 
society of the saints. .... The work, as a whole, displays an originality of con- 
ception, a flow of language, and a closeness of reasoning rarely found in religious 
publications... . . The author combats the pleasing and generally accepted belief, 
that DEATH WILL EFFECT AN ENTIRE CHANGE ON THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF 
OUR SOULS, and that all who enter into bliss will be placed on a common level.’— 
Glasgow Herald. 


A Cheap Edition of 
MEET FOR HEAVEN, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 
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Works by the Author of ‘ Heaven our Home ’—continued. 


Iii. 
TWENTY-FIRST THOUSAND. 
Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 3s. 6d., 


LIFE, IN HEAYV ES: 


THERE, FAITH IS CHANGED INTO SIGHT, AND HOPE IS PASSED INTO 
BLISSFUL FRUITION. 


‘This is certainly one of the most remarkable works which have been issued 
from the press during the present generation; and we have no doubt it will prove 
as acceptable to the public as the two attractive volumes to which it forms an 
appropriate and beautiful sequel.’—Cheltenham Journal. 

‘We think this work well calculated to remove many erroneous ideas respecting 
our future state, and to put before its readers such an idea of the reality of our 
existence there, as may tend to make a.future world more desirable and more 
sought for than it is at present.’—Cambridge University Chronicle. 

‘This, like its companion works, ‘‘ Heaven our Home,” and ‘‘ Meet for Heaven,”’ 
needs no adventitious circumstances, no prestige of literary renown, to recommend 
it to the consideration of the reading public, and, like its predecessors, will no 
doubt circulate by tens of thousands throughout the land.’—Glasgow Examiner. 


A Cheap Edition of 
LIFE IN HEAVEN, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 


IV. 
SEVENTH THOUSAND. 


Crown 8vo, cloth antique, price 3s. 6d., 


CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION; | 
Or, Taxsor’s TEACHINGS. 


‘The work opens up to view a heaven to be prized, and a home to be sought for, 
and presents it in a cheerful and attractive aspect. The beauty and elegance of 
the language adds grace and dignity to the subject, and will tend to secure to it 
the passport to public favour so deservedly merited and obtuined by the author’s 
former productions.’— Montrose Standard. 

‘A careful reading of this volume will add immensely to the interest of the New 
Testament narrative of the Transfiguration, and so far will greatly promote our 
personal interest in the will of God as revealed in his word.’— Wesleyan Times. 


A Cheap Edition of 
CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION, 


In crown 8vo, cloth limp, price 1s. 6d., is also published. 


*,* Aggregate Sale of the above Popular Works, 157,000 copies. 
In addition to this, they have been reprinted and extensively circu- 
lated in America, 


Books published by William 9. Yimmo. 17 


NIMMO’S PRESENTATION SERIES OF 
STANDARD WORKS, 


In small Crown 8vo, printed on toned paper, bound in cloth extra, gilt 
edges, bevelled boards, with Portrait engraved on Steel, 
price 8s. 6d. each. 


I. 
WISDOM, WIT, AND ALLEGORY. 


Selected from ‘The Spectator.’ 
II 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: 


A BIOGRAPHY. 


Ill. 


THE WORLD’S WAY: 


Lays oF Lire AND LABOUR. 


ye 
TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 
Tur LIFE ann TRAVELS or 


MUNGO PARK, 


Vv. 
WALLACE, 
THE HERO OF SCOTLAND: 


A BIoGRAPHY. 


Vi. 
EPOCH MEN, 


AND THE RESULTS OF THEIR 
LIVES. 


Vil. 
THE MIRROR OF CHARACTER. 
SELECTED FROM THE WRITINGS OF 


OVERBURY, EARLE, 
AND BUTLER. 


VII. 
MEN OF HISTORY, 
By Eminent Writers. 
Ix. 
OLD WORLD WORTHIES ; 


Orn, CLASSICAL BIOGRAPHY. 
SELECTED FROM 


PLUTARCH’S LIVES. 
eX. 
THE MAN OF BUSINESS 
Considered in Six Aspects. 
A Book ror Youne MEn. 


XI. 
WOMEN OF HISTORY. 
By Eminent Writers. 


XII. 
THE 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MIND. 
By Isaac Watts. 
XII. 
TALES OF OLD ENGLISH LIFE; 
Or, PICTURES OF THE PERIODS. 
By W. F. Collier, LL.D. 


** This elegant and useful Series of Books has been specially 
prepared for School and College Prizes: they are, however, equally 
suitable for General Presentation. In selecting the works for this 
Series, the aim of the publisher has been to produce books of a perma- 
nent value, interesting in manner and instructive in matter—books that 
youth will read eagerly and with profit, and which will be found equally 
attractive in after life. 


18 Books published by William YB. Uinuno. 


NIMMO’S HALF-CROWN REWARD BOOKS. 


Extra Foolscap 8vo, cloth elegant, gilt edges, Illustrated, 
price 2s. 6d. each. 


I. 


Memorable Wars of Scotland. 


BY 
PATRICK FRASER TYTLER, F.R.S.E., 
Author of ‘History of Scotland,’ ete. 


Il. 
Seeing the World: 
A Poung Suilor’s Ofn Storp. 


By CHARLES NORDHOFF, 
Author of ‘The Young Man-of- 
Wayv’s Man.’ 


rit. 
The Martyr Missionary : 
Sihe Peurs in Chine. 
By Rey. Cuarzs P. Busn, M.A. 


Ty. 
My New Home: 
A Woman's Diary. 


By the Author of ‘Win and 
Wear,’ etc. 


Vv. 
Home Heroines : 
Gules for Girls. 


By T. 8. ArrHur, 
Author of ‘ Life’s Crosses,’ 
‘Orange Blossoms,’ etc. 


VI. 


Lessons from Women’s Lives. 


By Saran J. HALE. 


NIMMO’S TWO SHILLING REWARD BOOKS. 


Foolscap 8vo, Ilustrated, elegantly bound in cloth extra, bevelled 
boards, gilt back and side, gilt edges, price 2s. each. 


I. 
The Far North: 
Explorations in the Arctic 
Regions. 
By Exvisnoa Kent Kang, M.D., 
Commander second ‘Grinnell’ 


Expedition in search of 
Sir John Franklin. 


Il. 
The Young Men of the Bible : 


A Series of Papers, 
Biographical and Suggestive. 


By Rey. Josera <A. COLLIER. 


III. 
The Blade and the Ear: 
A Book for Young Men. 


IV. 
Monarchs of Ocean: 
Narratives of Maritime Discovery 
and Progress. 


Y- 
Life’s Crosses, and How to 
Meet them. 


By T. 8. ARTHUR, 


Author of ‘Anna Lee,’ ‘ Orange 
Blossoms,’ etc. 


VI. 
A Father’s Legacy to his 
Daughters ; etc, 

A Book for Young Women. 
By Dr. GreGory. 


Vids 
Great Men of European 
History. 
By Davip Prypr, M.A. 
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NIMMO’S EIGHTEENPENNY REWARD BOOKS. 


Demy 18mo, Illustrated, cloth extra, gilt edges, price 1s. 6d. each. 


Ts 
The Vicar of Wakefield, 


Poems and Essays. 


i. 
Fisop’s Fables, 
With Instructive Applications. 


iii. 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim's Progress. 


Iv. 
The Young Man-of-War’s 
Man, 


Vv. 
The Treasury of Anecdote: 
Moral and Religious. 


VI. 
The Boy's Own Workshop. 


By JAcos ABBOTT. 


VII. 
The Life and Adventures of 


Rebingon Crusoe, 


Vili. 
The History of Sandford 
and Merton, 


IX. 
Evenings at Home. 


Xe 
Unexpected Pleasures, 


By Mrs. GEORGE CupP_es, Author 


of ‘The Little Captain,’ etc. 


———)—— 
*,* The above Series of elegant and useful books are specially pre- 
pared for the entertainment and instruction of young persons. 


NIMMO’S SUNDAY SCHOOL REWARD BOOKS. 


Feap. 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, Illustrated, price 1s. 6d. each. 


I, 
Bible Blessings. 
By Rey. Ricuarp NEwrTon, 


Author of ‘The Best Things,’ ‘The 
Safe Compass,’ ‘The King’s 
Highway,’ etc. 


I. 
One Hour a Week: 
Fitty-tooo Bible Messons for the 


oung. 
By the Author of ‘Jesus on Harth.’ 


III. 
The Best Things, 


By Rey. Ricuarp NEwrTon. 


Iv. 
Grace Harvey and her 


Cousins. 
By the Author of ‘ Douglas Farm.’ 


Vv. 
Lessons from Rose Hill; 


AND 


Little Nannette. 


VI. 
Great and Good Women: 
Biographies for Gils. 


By Lypra H. SIGOURNEY. 


Vil, 


At Home and Abroad; or, 
Unele William’s Adventures. 


VIII. 
The Kind Governess; or, 
How to Muke Home Happy. 


20 Books published by Wlilliam WB. Mimma. 
NIMMO’S ONE SHILLING JUVENILE BOOKS. 


Foolscap 8vo, Coloured Frontispieces, handsomely bound in cloth, 
Illuminated, price 1s. each. 


1 VII. 
Four Little People and The Perils of Greatness. 
their Friends. Vu. 
a tr ; Little Crowns, and How to 
Elizabeth ; Win them, 
Or, The Exiles of Siberiz. IX, 
III. Great Riches, 
Paul and Virginia, ie 
IV. The Right Way, and the 
Little Threads, Contrast. 
Vv. i. xi. 
Benjamin Franklin, The Daisy’s First Winter. 
VI. XIlI. 
Barton Todd. The Man of the Mountain. 


 NIMMO’S SIXPENNY JUVENILE BOOKS. 


Demy 18mo, Illustrated, handsomely bound in cloth, gilt side, 
gilt edges, price 6d. each. 


Pearls for Little People. Story Pictures from the 
Great Lessons for a : 
Little People, The Tables of Stone. 
iil. 19.% 
Reason in Rhyme. Ways of Doing Good. 
IV. x. 
Hisop’s Little Fable Book. Stories about our Dogs, 
Vv. xI. 
Grapes from the Great The Red-Winged 
Vine. Goose, 
The Pot of Gold, The Hermit of the Hills. 


NIMMO’S FOURPENNY JUVENILE BOOKS. 


The above Series of Books are also done up in elegant Enamelled Paper 
Covers, beautifully printed in Colours, price 4d. each. 


*,* The distinctive features of the New Series of Sixpenny and One Shilling 
Juvenile Books are: The Subjects of each Volume have been selected with a due 
regard to Instruction and Entertainment; they are well printed on fine paper, in 
a superior manner; the Shilling Series is Illustrated with Frontispieces printed in 
Colours; the Sixpenny Series has beautiful Engravings; and they are elegantly 
bound. 
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NIMMO’S POPULAR RELIGIOUS GIFT-BOOKS. 


18mo, finely printed on toned paper, handsomely bound in cloth extra, 
bevelled boards, gilt edges, price 1s. 6d. each. 


I. 

Across the River: Twelve Views of Heaven. 
By Norman Mactreop, D.D.; R. W. Hamitron, D.D.; Ropert 8. 
CanpuisuH, D.D.; ; JAMES Hamitron, D.D.; ete. ‘ete. etc. 

‘A more charming little work has rarely fallen under our notice, or one that 


will more faithfully direct the steps to that better land it should be the aim of all 
to seek.’—Bell’s Messenger. 


II. 


Emblems of Jesus; or, Illustrations of 
Emmanuel’s Character and Work. 


III. 
Life Thoughts of Eminent Christians. 
IV 
Comfort for the Desponding; or, Words to 
Soothe and Cheer Troubled vet 


The Chastening of Loves or, Words of Con- 


solation to the Ohristian Mancien By JosEPH PARKER, D.D., 
Manchester. 


VI. 
The Cedar Christian. By the Rev. Theodore 


L. CUYLER. 


m Vil. 
Consolation for Christian Mothers bereaved 
or LirrLE CHILDREN. By A FRIEND or MOURNERS., 
VIII. 
The Orphan; or, Words of Comfort for the 
Fatherless and Mothorises: 
IX. 
Gladdening Streams; or, The Waters of the 


Sanctuary. A Book for Fragments of Time on each Lord’s Day 
of the Year. 


xX. 
Spirit of the Old Divines. 


xI. 
Choice Gleanings from Sacred Writers. 
XII. 
Direction in Prayer. By Peter Grant, D.D., 
Author of ‘Emblems of Jesus,’ etc. 
XIII. 
Scripture Imagery. By Peter Grant, D.D., 


Author of ‘ Emblems of Jesus,’ etc. 
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Popular Aeligions dorks. 


SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION. 


0 
I 


Foolscap 8vo, handsomely bound in cloth extra, antique, 
price 2s. 6d., 


CHRISTIAN COMFORT. 
By THE AUTHOR oF ‘EMBLEMS OF JESUS.’ 


¥T. 
By the same Author, uniform in style and price, 


LIGHT ON THE GRAV] 
I¥E. 
Uniform in style and price, 
GLIMPSES OF THE CELESTIAL CITY, 
AND GUIDE TO THE INHERITANCE. 


With Yntrovuction bp the 


REV. JOHN MACFARLANE, LLD., 
CLAPHAM, LONDON. 


Crown 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, price 6s., 


THE NATIONAL MELODIST. 
Two HunNDRED STANDARD SONGS, WITH SYMPHONIES AND ACCOM- 
PANIMENTS FOR THE PIANOFORTE. 


Edited by J. C. Kixesrr. 


Demy 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, price 3s. 6d., 
THE SCOTTISH MELODIST. 


Forty-E1eut Scorrish Sones AND. BALLADS, WITH SYMPHONIES AND 
ACCOMPANIMENTS FOR THE PIANOFORTE. 


Edited by J. C. Kresrr. 


~The above two volumes are very excellent Collections of First-class 
Music. The arrangements and accompaniments, as the name of the 
Editor will sufficiently testify, are admirable. They form handsome 
and suitable presentation volumes. 


——-. 
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NIMMO’S 
Series of Commonglace Books, 


O--— 
Small 4to, elegantly printed on superfine toned paper, and richly 
bound in cloth and gold and gilt edges, price 2s. 6d. each. 


: I. 
BOOKS AND AUTHORS. 


Curious Facts AND CHARACTERISTIC SKETCHES. — 
Il. : 


LAW AND LAWYERS. 


Curious FACTS AND CHARACTERISTIC SKETCHES. 
HI. 


ART AND ARTISTS. 


Curious Facts AND CHARACTERISTIC SKETCHES. 
IV 


INVENTION AND DISCOVERY. 


CuRIOUS FACTS AND CHARACTERISTIC SKETCHES. 


Vv. 
OMENS AND SUPERSTITIONS. 


Curious Facts AND ILLUSTRATIVE SKETCHES. 


VI. 
CLERGYMEN AND DOCTORS. - 
Curious Facts AND CHARACTERISTIC SKETCHES. 


‘This series seems well adapted to answer the end proposed by the publisher— 
that of providing, in a handy form, a compendium of wise and witty sayings, 
choice anecdotes, and memorable facts.’-—TZhe Bookseller. 


NIMMOS POCKET TREASURIES, 


Miniature 4to, beautifully bound in cloth extra, gilt edges, 
price 1s. 6d. each. 


I. IV. 
The Table Talk : 
a el apa gots of Samuel Johnson, 
4 LL.D. 
Ti. ‘ Vv. 
Epigrams ) Gleanings | 
and Literary Follies. | from_the Comedies of 
“ Shakespeare. 
: VI. 
A Treasury of Poetic Beauties of the 
Gems. British Dramatists. 


‘A charming little Series, well edited and printed. More thoroughly readable 
little books it would be hard to find; there is no padding in them, all is epigram, . 
point, poetry, or sound common sense.’—Publisher’s Circular, 


OVS A ES ea TET TEEN a LT? 
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24 ‘Books published by William Y. immo. 


In demy 8vo, richly bound in cloth and gold, price 6s. 6d., 
THE POETICAL WORKS OF JAMES THOMSON. 


Epirep By CHARLES COWDEN CLARKE. 


Illustrated with choice Full-page Engravings on Steel, printed in 
Colours by KronuEem & Co. 


In square 8vo, richly bound in cloth and gold, price 3s., 


THE LOVES OF ROSE PINK AND SkY BLUE, 


AND OTHER STORIES TOLD TO CHILDREN. 


By Wit1i1AM FRANCIS CoLuiEeR, LL.D., 
Author of ‘ Tales of Old English Life,’ etc. ete. 


Profusely Illustrated with Original humorous Illustrations on Wood. 


‘It is a clever book by a clever man. There is a mind in every page, and the 
illustrations show that the artist appreciates the humour of the author.’—Daily 
News. 

‘A fanciful and eccentric title for some very good fairy tales told to the little 
ones.’ —Zhe Times. 


‘The prose and verse stories in this very handsome volume are of a healthy 
kind, and well calculated to compass the object for which they haye been written, 
namely, the amusement of our young folk.’—The Examiner. 

‘**The Loves of Rose Pink and Sky Blue, and other Stories told to Children,” 
by Dr. W. F. Collier, is one of the most pleasant contributions to this season’s 
literature which comes from the far north. It is genial in its purpose, pleasant 
in its details, and natural in its composition.’—Bell’s Messenger. 

‘Rose Pink and Sky Blue” is a child’s book, very funny in its illustrations— 
this we see—and funny, we suspect, in its contents; for we lighted on a ballad 
in which a most scientific piscator, standing on the Norway coast, casts his fly for 
whale and hooks and lands several which he rose on the Faroe Isles, and is at last 
beaten by a Kraken or the Kraken.’—Saturday Review. 


Second Edition, enlarged, price 3s., richly bound, 


STORY OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 


WRITTEN FOR CHILDREN. 
By iA. OB: 
lastrated with Full-page Engravings and Map. 


‘We have been much pleased with the ‘‘Story of the Kings of Judah,” which 
will prove a real boon to children, who so often are compelled to puzzle their little 
brains over the history of the Kings of Judah and Israel, with the vaguest possible 
idea of what it all means. This little work gives the best and clearest account 
we have ever seen, as adapted to the comprehension of children; and the author 
is evidently one who has been accustomed to the training of young minds, and 
knows how to meet their difficulties, —Churchman’s Companion. 
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